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INTRODUCTION.

1. This is the fifth census of Assam, which in 1872, at the time of the first census
of India, was included in Bengal and at the census of 1911
was part of Eastern Bengal and Assam. The different
standards of accuracy.of previous censuses are discussed in Chapter IT: briefly that
of 1872 is negligible and that of 1881 was not sufficiently supervised, but those of
1891 and 1901 are reliable. The population of Manipur in 1591 was omitted from
the report of that year because of the loss of enumeration papers in the rising, but the
population of Mokakchang subdivision of Naga Hills and an estimate of the popula-
tion in North Lushai were added. 1In 1901 Manipur and the whole of the present
Lushai Hills district were included. At the present census an unsurveyed tract of
Sema and Eastern Angami villages, whose population amounted to 39,83, was the
only addition to the area of the province.

2. The enumeration was mostly synchronous, but in certain areas, where on
4 account of the scanty population and want of literate
e enumeration. . . . .

persons this was impossible, the counting spread over a

period and in certain other places a modified form of synchronous enumeration was

adopted. The synchronous system was enforc.d in all the plains districts, inclnding

the plains mauzas of Garo Hills, in Lushai Hills, in part of Khasi and Jaintia Hills,

i Duars Bagari and Eastern Rengma of the Mikir hill tract in Sibsagar and in the

valley of Manipur State. The molified synchronous procedure was adopted in the

rest of Khasi and Jaintia Hills, in the Mikir hill tract in Nowgong, in mauzas Western

and Naga Rengma of the same tract in Sibsagar, and in North Cachar. The census

was non-synchronous in the hill mauzas of Garo Hills, in Duardisa and Borjar in the

Mikir hill tract of Sibsagar, and in the Sadiya tract and amongst the Sarkari N agas
of Lakhimpur. '

The whole province was divided into blocks contaifing an average of 28 to 40
houses in the synchronous tracts and about 80 to 90 houses in the rest : in the hills of
Manipur the average was as high as 141 houses per block. Each block was in the
charge of an enumerator ; over him was a supervisor, who was in charge of a_circle
consisting on an average of 11 blocks and was subject to a Charge Superintendent,
who had about 14 to 20 circles to look after. The Census Officer of each district was
responsible for the adequate training of these functionaries, who were unpaid except
in parts of the hill districts : at the top was the Deputy Commissioner of each district.
Operations began in January 1910, when the area of each district was carefully
distributed by means of maps and local enquiries into charges, cireles and blocks.
Next all the houses were numbered and finally the preliminary enumeration began by
January 1911 : the entries were mostly written on blank paper in order to avoid
erasures by inspecting officers on the forms, and were copied on to the schedules by
thie end of February. On the night of the 10th March 1911 each enumerat-r in the
synchronous tracts visited each house in his block, added the names of new arrivals
and crossed out the names of those absent or dead. In the modified synchronous tracts
the preliminary record was brought up to date on the morning of the 11th March
from the reports of village headmen to the enumerators, who took up positions at
convenient centres. In the non-synchronous areas no attempt was made to correct
the preliminary record after it had been checked by inspecting officers. Special
arrangements were made for large assemblies at fairs, etc., for mooring-ghats, and

travellers by road, river or train : these are detailed in the administrative report of
the census, which is published separately.

3. On the morning of the 12th March 1911 the enumerators assembled at centres
and prepared abstracts showing the total populstion b

i i tofals" sex tfndri;he number of honses i%l their blockS:pthe supery:
visor of each circle then sent similar totals to the Charge  Superintendents, and the
latter to the district Census Officer. The Deputy Commissioner then telegraphed the
district totals to the Census Commissioner. All the figures except those of Lushai
Hills were complete by the 17th March : the delay in Lushai Hills was due to diffical-
ties in getting in the totals of Military Police outposts, the whole battalion being
censused together, which was a mistake and kept the district totals back till 21st
March : fortunately the wooden spoon was annexed by a Burma district. The final
totals of the province were only 55 in excess of the provisional figures, which is equi-
valent to an error of '00007 per cent.: Lakhimpur and Cachar totals were wired on the -

Previous censuses,
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13th March and were less than the final figures by ‘044 and ‘074 per cent., respective=
ly : allowance must always be made on these ocea-ions for figures of travellers by
steamer or road which were received after the district figures had been telegraphed.

4. As soon as possible the schedules were sent to the headquarters, which were
usually those of the distiict, so that the entries of each
individual might be copied on to slips. These were simi-
lar to the slips used for the first time in 1901. The arrangements were generally in
the hands of the Deputy Commissioners, but there was a Central Office under a
Deputy Superintendent at Gauhati, where the schedules of Kamrup, Garo Hills and
the subdivisions of Mangaldai and North Lakhimpur were copied by a staff which was
the nucleus of the future sorting establishment. The schedules of Cachar and the
subdivisions of Karimganj, South Sylhet and Habiganj were copied at the Central
Office at Chittagong. The work of copying began on the 16th in March and was
completed in the late province of Eastern Bengal and Assam on 10th June 1911. A
gang of 8 to 10 copyists was placed under a supervisor and the work was paid for at
the rate of 6 pice per hundred slips copied : the average daily outturn per copyist rose
from 378 in the beginning to 601 when work was in full swing at the end of April.
The maximum number of copyists employed in Eastern Bengal and Assam was 1,701.
Special care was taken to ensure accuracy as well as large outturns and on the whole
the work was well done : the office at Gauhati was the best in the late province at
this branch of the work, :

After all the entries had been copied on to the slips, the latter were despatched
to the Central Offices for sorting and compilation of the tables: those of the Surma
Valley and Lushai Hills were sorted at Chittazong and of the rest of Assam at
Gauhati. Sorting was completed by the end of August. During the process of sort-
ing compilation began and was completed in the Gauhati office by the 11th November
1911, three weeks before either of the other offices finished. The compilation registers
were sent to my office for check and comparison and a small staff was maintained in
the Central Offices until 31st March 1912 for references and re-sorting, when necessary.
The work done in the Gauhati office was excellent and in many ways the best: the
staff was not recruited from thé Land Records establishment as in 1901, and the
sorters were mostly young men with all sorts of education down to the Lower Primary
standard : this made the work of the Deputy Superintendent more difficalt than
elsewhere.

5. The only practical method of estimating the cost of the census in Assam, it
seems to me, is to calculate the cost per thousand in
y Eastern Bengal and Assam up to 31st March 1912 and to
add to this the additional cost per thousand in Assam up to the close of my office.
The figures of expenditure I have taken are those of the Accounts Department, which
show the extra cost of the cemsus to Government : for example, my pay was not
debited to census, but the extra expense which Government incurred by the fact of
some junior officer acting in the post which I would have held. The larger the
provinge is, the less per mille of population is the cost ot the pay of the Superintend-
ent and his deputation allowance. This and the fact that no extra expense was
incnrred on my account since April 1912 must be remembered when comparing
the cost of the present census with that of the last. The accounts of 1912-1913
are not, yet complete, but I have allowed for a staff up to 8lst December next,
which is the last possible date for closing the office, for a share of the cost of :
the Dacca office in April and May 1912 as estimated by the Superintendent of Census
Operations, Bengal, for future press charges on the estimate of the Superintendent
of the Secretariat Press who is printing the report, and for a deputation allowance
for myself which has not yet been sanctioned. I have included the total cost of
the census of Manipur, because the State paid wus only for the enumeration forms
supplied and have excluded the population of Hill Tippera State which supplied or
paid for everything: I have added also the amount recouped from municipalities,
because it was an item of expense, though it did not fall on Government.

The figures in the margin are the actuals for Eastern Bengal and Assam and the

Rs. a p OStimate for Assam. On this basis the expendi-

Eastern Ben2ga1 and Assam 2,00,256 6 6 tu{g ger ?ilie upfto 31%st March 1912 was Rs.
(1910-192), 5-13-2 and thereafter Rs. 1-8-1, making a total
e e 040 of Re:i:0.3 per thousand censused. The cost in
1901 was Rs. 11-11-1 in Assam and just under Rs. b in Bengal. It is probable that,
making allowance for the rise in wages within the last ten years, the latter low
figure is impossible at the presunt day: it was partly due also to the very large
popwlaticn (over 78 millions) included in Bengal at that time.

Tabulation.

Cost,
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6. I doubt if the course of census operations, any more than that of true love,
has ever yet run smoothly anywhere, but probably the
operations, part of the results of which are materialised in
the present report, constitute a record. They began in April 1910 in the province of
Eastern Bengal and Assam with the appointment of Mr, J. Donald, 1.c.8., as Pro-
vincial Superintendent: in November 1910 Mr. Donald was compelled to take leave,
when he had brought the arrangements for the actual enumeration practically to a
conclusion and I was appointed to act temporarily in his place. Unfortunately
he was unable to return to duty in time and I continued the work in Eastern Bengal
and Assam until 51st March 1912. From 1st April my duty was confined to Assam
alone, while the work in connection with Eastern Bengal was undertaken by Mr.
L. 8. 8. O'Malley, 1.c.s., Superintendent of Censvs Operations in Bengal, who
retained charge also of the new province of Bihar and Orissa. Those who have
any idea of the labour of compiling statistics will perhaps appreciate the labour
incurred in, firstly, preparing complete tables in manuscript for every census back
to 1872 for the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam and, secondly, after nearly
half the tables of that province for 1911 were actually set up in type at Dacca,
of removing the figures for Assam, substituting those of the two Bengal divisions
which were added to Eastern Bengal to form the new Presidency, and striking new
totals in every case. The present Bengal tables were printed at Dacca under the
supervision of Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Das, my senior Deputy Superintendent.
The actual work of compiling separate tables for the present census of Assam began
in February 1912 and was practically completed in manuscript at Dacca by the end
of April, when a separate staff was transferred to Shillong to work directly under me.
I was appointed Director of Land Records and Agriculture in Assam from 1st April
1912, and, as I was able to complete only two chapters of the present report before that
date, the rest of it has been written during such time as I wasable to spare from my
other duties, of the routine portion of which I was relieved for six weeks by the kindness
of Mr. A. W, Botham, 1.C.8,

Our mishaps.

The printing misfortunes that dogged our footsteps at the beginning are described
in the Administrative Report and need not be detailed here. 1t will suffice to say
that the paper for schedule forms arrived at Dacca about three months behind its time,
the printing contractor’s arrangements broke down in the most hopeless fashion and
I was compelled to arrange as late as January 1911 for the printing and cutting of the
slips by the Dacca Jail Press. These accidents appear trifiing now, but they were
the cause of very serious difficulty and anxiety, because the time to make new arrange-
ments was very short and the work large in quantity and difficult of execution :
I hope that my successor will fare more easily.

7. Without the cordial assistance of the Deputy Commissioners a census would be
impossible: to each and all of them and to the Census
Officers of each district I am indebted for their conti-
nued exertions from the beginning to the end : in most districts their responsibilities
continued up to the completion of slip-copying. In addition to the actual enume-
ration there were many ethnographical and other enquiries imposed upon them ; their
reports have made possible the inclusion of almost everything of a non-statistical
nature in this volume : the reader will be able to appreciate how much is due especially
to Lieutenant-Colonel J. Shakespear, c.1.E., D.8.0., Political Agent in Manipur, to the
Reverend Mr. Pettigrew of the same State, and to Lieutenant-Colonel H, Cole, 1. .,
late Superintendent, Lushai Hills. In addition I received a great deal of interesting
information from Indian correspondents which has added considerably to what
I have been able to write on the subjects |connected with the caste system :
amongst them Babu Aghornath Adhikari of Silchar and Mr. G. G. Phukan of
Sibsagar deserve special mention. Lastly I come to the Deputy Superintendents,
Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Das, Babu Atul Chandra Dutt, both at Dacca, Babu
Abhaya Shankar Guha at Chittagong and Srijut Radhanath Phukan at Gauhati: to
these officers are mainly due the accuracy and expedition of the work of tabulation,
which enabled us, in spite of our bad start, to receive the congratulations of the Census
Commissioner on getting in our first table at the beginning of September 1911 before
all the other large provinces except the Punjab. To Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan Das,
now Additional District Magistrate of Dacca, I owe more than I can explain : he was my
guide, philosopher and friend at the beginning and loyal assistant to the end without
him I doubt if the first and last census of Eastern Bengal and Assam would not
have been a failure,

Acknowledgments.
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~In conclusion, I have to thank Mr. A. B. Smart of the Shillong Drawing Office
for preparing the sketches from which all the blocks appearing in the letterpress
were reproduced by Messrs. Thacker Spink of Calcutta; Mr. E. Hill, late Superintend-
ent of the Dacca Government Press and now at Ranchi, for his care in selecting the.
type and the arrangement of the tables printed for Assam and for Bengal ; and to
Mr. H. H. King, Superintendent of the Assam Secretariat Press, who has been respon-
sible for the printing of this report and who was handicapped by having to wait.
for the restoration of the Shillong Press by the return of type and men from Dacca.

Shillong, _ J. McSWINEY,
September 251k, 1912. Superintendent of Census Operations, Assam.



REPORT

ON

“THE CENSUS OF ASSAM, 1911,

CHAPTER L
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION.

(/) THE PROVINCE OF ASSAM.

In the beginning of the nineteenth century the whole of Northern India, i.e.,
C Al Yo bapiaa alld e i the area excluding the Presidencies of Bombay and

' * Madras, formed the Presidency of Bengal, which was
administered by a Governor-in-Council, the Governor being also Governor General of
India. The formation of subordinate entities of administration in this huge area began
in 1836, when the territory now known as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh
was given a separate existence under a Lieutenant-Governor, and in 1854 the
Governor General was relieved of the direct administration of Bengal by the appoint-
ment of a permanent Lieutenant-Governor. Twenty years later, in 1874, the latter’s
burden was found to be too heavy and the districts of the Brahmaputra Valley and
the adjacent hills together with Cachar and Sylhet (in 1875) were constituted as the
separate Province of Assam under a Chief Commissioner. In spite of this relief, grave
difficulties were soon again experienced in the administration of the huge territory
under the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, but it was not until 1903 that the question
was taken up in real earnest. The result of the deliberations which then took place
was the decision to add to the small Province of Assam the eastern portion”of its
unwieldy neighbour and to consolidate these territories under a Lieutenant-Governor.
The Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam as then constituted was again broken up
on the 1st April, 1912 : the Eastern Bengal districts were united with the Bengal
Commissionerships of Burdwan and the Presidency to form the Presidency of
Bengal under a Governor-in-Council : Bihar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa were
formed into a separate province, while the old Province of Assam was re-constituted
under a Chief Commissioner. Though at the time of the census Assam thus formed
a part of another province, it was decided that it should have a separate report for
the purpose of future administrative requirements.

In view of the material available in the Imperial Gazetteer and elsewhere it is
hardly necessary to enter extensively into historical or descriptive detail, but a brief
account of the province and its administrative divisions will not be out of place as
an introduction to the statistical chapters which follow.

The area administered by the Chief Commissioner of Assam covers a surveyed
area of 61,471 square miles, which is 5,228 square miles in excess of that reported in
1901 : the increase is almost entirely due to the correction of an error in the area of
Manipur State; in British territory new surveys show an increase of only 56 square
miles. In addition to the above area there is the unsurveyed country of the Eastern
Angamis and Semas which was added to the Naga Hills since 1901 : the present census
shows that this tract contains nearly 40,000 people in 121 villages. The total popula-
tion of the province is 7,059,857, of whom all but 346,222 persons in Manipur State
were censused in British districts. ! : :

Assam owes its importance to its situation on the north-east frontier of India. It
is surrounded by mountainous ranges on three sides : on the north are the Himalayas
shutting off the table-lands of Bhutan and Tibet, on the north-east is a series of hills

“which form a barrier between the upper Brahmaputra valley and the more or less
independent Mongolian tribes who live west of the boundary of China;on the east
and south lie- the hills which march with those forming the limits of the Province of
Burma and the State of Hill Tippera : on the west lies the Proyince of Bengal on to
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the huge plains of which debouch the two valleys of the Brahmaputra and the Surma
which form the plains of Assam. These two vulleys are separated from each other by
the Assam range, which projects westward from the hills on the eastern border.
The physical features of the province are full of variety. The valley of the
Brahmaputra on the north is an alluvial plain about 450 miles in length and 50 miles
in average breadth, so that one never loscs sight of the hills on either side : of the two
districts of the Surma valley Cachar forms the eastern angle and contains one sub-
division in the hills, while Sylhet is so wide and flat that except in the extreme north
and south the appearance of the country recalls the plains of Bengal. Mongolian
influences are present everywhere, except in the greater part of 8ylhet. Throughout
the plains communication was, and is still to a oreat extent, mainly by water in the
rains, when the flooded Brahmaputra and Surma rise and cover the low lands.
Hindus are twice as numerous as Muhammadaus, who are mostly found in the Surma
valley, and more than three times as numerous as Animists, of whom nearly a million
and a quarter were censused, mainly in the hills -and the Brahmaputra valley. In
language there is perhaps more diversity on the eastern frontier than exists in any other
part of India, and the Khasis possess a tongue the nearest affinities of which are as far
distant as Cambodia and Anam. The discovery that the tea plant was indigenous in
both valleys has led to the exploitation of their waste areas by European capital, and
it has been truly said that Dibrugarh at the upper end of the Brahmaputra valley is
more like a colony than India in its large European population and the extent of their .
industrial enterprise.

9. In the north the dominance of the Brahmaputra dwarfs everything else for the
traveller in the rains, to whose mind the country seems .o
consist of the huge river bounded mostly by jungle near at
hand and in the far distance by the hills. It is fed by many tributaries, of which those
on the north are the larger, swifter and more numerous owing to the greater height of
their watershed. In the southern valley the Surma is the name given to the northern
branch of the main river, which in Cachar is known as the Barak : the southern branch
runs through the centre of Sylhet where it is known as the Kusiara : it is fed by nume-
ous tributaries on both sides, which are most useful for navigation. In the rains the
west of the valley is practically one sheet of water and its appearance approximates to
that of eastern Bengal.

8. The soil of the plains is alluvial, that of the Brahmaputra valley being
R T LUK generally of a sandy character, while. that of the Surma

g oy valley is mostly clay. The rainfall is abundant and it is
rarely that there is any danger of drought : in the Surma valley the annual average
varies from about 150 to 120 inches and culminates in a mean of 460 inches at Cherra-
punji in the northern hills : the two ends of the Brahmaputra valley receive about 100
inches per year, while in the centre the rainfall drops to an average of 72 and at Lanka
in a recess on the Kopili it is as low as 43 inches. The mean temperature ranges from
84° in July to 60° in January in the plains, while the thermometer seldom rises
above 80° in the hills.

The soil in the Brahmaputra valley being of a more or less sandy character is not
so fertile as that of the Surma valley : the rivers of the former have swifter
currents owing to the elevation of the country and deposit coarse sand within
the valley, retaining the clay until the current is slowed down in the plains of
Bengal : the level of the Surma valley is so low that the course of the rivers
is more sluggish and hence ensures a_deposit of more fertilising silt. On the other _
hand, there are vast areas of waste in the Brahmaputra valley and it cannot be said that
the country is anything but very fertile, especially as rainfall is more important than
coil for rice which is the mainscrop. Taking the province as a whole 74 per
cent. of the cropped area is under rice, almost 6 per cent. is under tea, and 53
per cent. under vil-seeds ; the remaining crops are not of much importance.

Rivers.

4., The province contains no large towns and is essentially agricultural in character.
Tea, coal, oil and limestone-quarrying constitute the main,
industries. The area included in tea esfates amounted
in 1910 to 1,820 square miles, of which 547 square miles were actually planted and the
year’s crop yielded over 175,000,000 pounds of manufactured tea. The coal mines,
which are situated in the north-east of the Brahmaputra valley, gave a total output of
over 300,000 tons of coal in 1909-10: the oil wells in the same tract produced
nearly 3,300,000 gallons of mineral oil : of limestone practically 96,000 tons were
quarried, mostly in the Khasi Hills. Silk-worms are reared in the Brahmaputra valley

and a small proportion of the silk is exported as cloth.

Industries.
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8. The province is divided into two Commissionerships, that of the Assam
Valley, which includes the Garo Hills, and that of Surma
Valley and Hill Districts which includes rest of the hills
exclusive of the State of Manipur. The population of the former is nearly three and a
half millions and that of the latter over three and a gnarter millions. The units
of administration are the districts, of which there are 12 ; excluding Sylhet which has a
population of nearly two and a half millions, the average plains district contains
somewhat more than half a million persons, while the average population of a hill
district is slightly over a quarter of a million : the average area of each district
is about 4,500 square miles. .

6. The province readily falls into three homogeneous divicions—the Brahma-
putra Valley, the Surma Valley and the Hills. In the
Imperial Tables the districts are shown in their respective
Commissionerships, but in the Subsidiary Tables in the body of this report they are
arranged according to the natural divisions mentioned above. In the third natural
division, that of the Hills, are included the North Cachar subdivision of Cachar and
the State of Manipur : the inclusion of the latter is the only difference between the
scheme adopted in 1901 and that adopted now. :

7. The Brahmaputra or the Assam Valley lies between the Himalayas on the
north and the Assam Range on the east and south, and on
the west opens on to northern Bengal. Mongolian in-
fluences are predominant : a succession of invading hordes from the north-cast made
the plain of the Brahmaputra their own and were able to defeat the attempts of the
Muhammadan invaders from Bengal to gain a footing in the valley. Two-thirds of
the people are now Hindus, but large numbers of them are comparatively new
converts from non-Hindu tribes who are rapidly being absorved by the all-embracing
proselytism of the Vaishnava Gossains in the east of the valley ; but still over one-
sixth of the population cling to primitive nature worship; Muhammadans number a
little more than one-tenth of the people. On the north and south below the hills the
country is generally covered with jungle : by the ever-shifting banks of the mighty
river, which in the rains extends to five or six miles in breadth, precarious crops are
snatched before the floods sweep down. Itis in the central tract between the jungle
and the river that population is mainly found : generally the tea gardens are.-near
the hills and below them lie the villages. The tea gardens depend for their labour
almost entirely cn in:portation from Chota-Nagpur, the Central Provinces and Madras
and their time-expired coolies form the most important factor in the colonisation of
the valley. The devastation caused by the Burmese in the early years of the
nineteenth century threw back into jungle large tracts of cultivation. The people
now styled Assamese, in addition to an unenterprising character which is due to their
enervating climate and the security of their crops, received a serious reverse from the
severe epidemic known as kala-azar, which has now practically disappeared. The
valley cries out for people to fill up its waste areas, and though the vrogress of
colonisation is hopeful, it will take¢ many years to remove the void. Of the cropped
area 67 per cent. is under rice, 8 per cent. under tea and 2 per cent. under jute, while
oil-seeds cover 8 per cent. It is in the upper districts that tea is mainly grown, and in
them the percentage under that crop varies from 14 per cent. in Darrang to over 26
per cent. in Lakhimpur. = The cultivation of jute is practically confined to Goalpara at
the mouth of the valley, where it covers over 6 per cent. of the area cropped. Com-
munication is partly by land, but mainly by the Brahmaputra, in spite of the
extension of the Assam-Bengal Railway along the south of the valley : the numerous
rivers which flow from the hills on both sides to the Brahmaputra are on the whole not
very useful for navigation owing to the swiftness of their currents.

8. The Surma Valley, bounded on the north by the Assam Range and on the
south by the northern spurs of the Lushai Hills and Hill
Tippera, is shut in on the east by the hills of Manipur :
on the west is its mouth, where the wide and water-covered plain of Sylhet marches
with the Bengal district of Mymensingh. The plains portion of Cachar and the
whole of Sylhet make up the valley. The west of Sylhet is very similar to eastern
Bengal, but the district is distinguished as a whole by its large production of tea and
the comparative unimportance of the jute crop : tea is grown in the numerous valleys
in the south of the district and covers nearly 3 per cent. of the area under cultivation.
Cachar is a comparatively new district ; the plains portion has besn opened up by tea
planters and by immigrants from the more populous parts of Sylhet. Taking the
valley as a whole, over 80 per cent. of the cropped area is under rice, 1'3 per cent.

Adminlistrative divisions.

Census divisions.

The Brahmaputra Valley.

The Surma Valley,
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under jute, and 4:36 per cent. under tea. In Cachar tea takes up nearly 17 per cent.
of the cullivation. More than half the people are Muhammadans, mostly of the same
sturdy semi-amphibious kind that are found in eastern Bengal. In the south of
Sylhet and in Cachar there are large settlements of Manipuris, which were originally
started by refugees from that State during its war with Burma, The tea gardens
employ largs numbers of coolies imported from the United Provinces, Bengal and the
Central Provinces. The Assam-Bengal Railway skirts the foot of the hills on the
south and east, but in the rains the vast water ways of the two districts are the main
means of communication.

9. The rest of the province consists of ranges of hills. Starting on the west of
the Assam Range we have in succession the Garo Hills
and the Khasi and Jaintia Hills which are joined by
North Cacharto the Naga Hills on the north-east and to Manipur on the south-east :
south-west of Manipur are the Lushai Hills. The general outline of this mass of |
elevated country is that of the letter “ T » with a top line running from mnorth-east
to south-west and a support running from west to east. The general type of the
people is Mongolian, but there are so many different tribes and languages that it
would be hard to point to any other bond of connection. Generally the country is
covered with tree jungle, especially on the lower slopes : the average elevation is
4,000 feet, but some peaks rise to 7,000, and Japvo in the Naga Hills is nearly 10,000
feet in height. Over two-thirds of the population are Animists and about one-fourth
are Hindus so-called, four-fifths of whom were censused in the State of Manipur :
over four per cent. are Christians, who constitute more than one-eighth of the people of
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Accuracy in crop statistics cannot be expected, but so
far as they go, they show that over 67 per cent. of the cultivation is under rice : a good
deal of rough cotton exported from the Garo Hills, and potatoes are grown extensively
in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. Except in the latter district and in a part of the
Naga Hills land is cultivated usually in the most primitive fashion, a clearing being
made in the jungle by fire and a number of different crops being sown together in
holes dug beneath the ashes and harvested as they mature.

The Hills.

(id) AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY,

10. Imperial Table I shows the area of each district and its population, urban
and rural, by sex, together with the number of towns,
villages and occupied houses. Sirnilar statistics for
subordinate divisions of each district will be found in Provincial Table I, which is
printed at the end of the Imperial tables and which also shows the variations of
popu'ation in these smaller areas since 1891, wherever figures are available. Attached
to this chapter are six subsidiary tables showing (1) density, water-supply and orops,
(2) distribution of the population classified according to density, (8) distribution of
the population between towns and villages, (4) the number per milleof the total

population and of each main religion who live

Statistical Tables.

WL T et Population. in towns, (5) towns classified by population, and

Brahmaputra Valley 24,509 308,669 (6) the number of persons per house and of
urma Valiey... g ,94,7,8¢ .

Hills Yo 99696 Toosas  houses per square mile. The area and popula-

tion of the three natural divisions are shown in the margin.

11. Owing to the great areas of waste and rivers the density of the province is
only 115. The greatest pressure of popu-

‘NUMBER OF)_

: "COUNTRY. " persons per so. e, lation is in the Surma Valley which
ASSAM supports 406 persons to the square mile,
o T A wl?ifl)e the Brghmaputra Valle;lr supports
HILLS e 126 and the Hills only 34. Compared
UM B with the density of most other parts of
e e e £ | India that of Assam is a Jow, but it is
ENGLAND AND WALES more than double that of Burma. The
P SN ... . diagram on the margin shows how Assam
T TN, | gtands in relation to other provinces and
GREEQCE i . countries, This is not the place to

* consider the extent of variations in the
"® population, but it may be stated that
there are now 6, or if allowange be made for subsequent corrections in area, 15 persons
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AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY. b

more to the square mile in the province than there were in 1901, the number having
inereased in the Surma Valley by 53 and in the Brahmaputra Valley by 18, These
are encouraging figures and show that progress is being made.

Subsidiary Table IT shows some: remarkable contrasts. Omne-third of the total
Density of population in Population is scattered over an area which is equivalent to
Apsant, three-fourths of the area of the province and contains less
than 150 persons to the square mile, one-quarter of the people live in a twellth
ASSAM ~ DENSITY OF POPULATION part: of the provincial area,
I ‘ where' the density is between
800 and 450, while only 13
_ per cent. of the total area has
a density of between 600 and
750 and contains 7'4 per cent.
of the total population.
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place if it did not include large areas of waste in the south-west which were taken from
the Naga Hills before the last census: from Sibsagar asa centre we may imagine two
radii of decreasing density running northwards to Darrang and Lakhimpur, while in the
centre of the valley we have the lowest density in Nowgong, which is also affected by
large additions of waste originally in the Naga Hills. This distribution of population
ismainly due to historical ~causes which were described in paragraph 14 of the last
Census ~ Report : briefly: they arethe results of the Moamaria rebellion and the
Burmese invasion at the beginning of the nineteenth century, when the surviving
population was driven westwards; when the country was taken over, the deve-
lopment of the tea industry attracted population to the upper districts of the
valley, while the last decade has witnessed the settlement of a large number of immi-
grants from the neighbouring districts of Bengal in the riverain area of Goalpara.
Taking the distriets in order from the west we find that in Goalpara population is
densest in the south-west of Dhubri subdivision in the neighbourhood of the

A

N Q“W,G gu_ [




6 CHAP. I.—DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION.
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Brahmaputra and the Bengal border, the density of the whole subdivision being
255 against 145 in the more sparsely populated subdivision of Goalpara : the north of
the district contains a very large area of reserved forest. Kamrup is divided in two-by
the Brahmaputra, the greater portion being on the north bank : in Gauhati subdivision
there are now 227 persons to the square mile and only 114 in Barpeta, which is water-
logged on the south and contains a great deal of waste in the north. Population i
more concentrated on the north bank of the riverin Gauhati subdivision, where Nalbari
thana is first with a density of 496, two of its mauzas containing over 800 persons to
the square mile : radiaffhg from Nalbari population remains fairly dense towards the
south-east and south and across the Brahmaputra to Palasbari thana, while on the
north-west Bojali thana is fairly well populated. The only other thanas with a density
over 100 are Rangia thana on the east of Nalbari and Chaygaon on the west of
Palasbari. In the west of the district population is sparse and in the east
on the south bank the surrounding hills permit of a density of only 94 in. Gauhati
thana. In Darrang the progressive subdivision of Tezpur is still less thickly
populated than decadent Mangaldai ; Mangaldai thana is first with *216 persons
to the square mile, followed by Kalaigaon and Panery: the density of Tezpur
thana ‘is only 117 and that of Sootea only 101. Population is concentrated
in the west of the district ; in the centre and east they are large areas of
waste, in the middle of which Tezpur and Sootea thanas form oases of population
which even there is distinctly sparse. Nowgong is exposed to heavy floods on the
north and is shut in on the south by a line ot hills broken only by the Kopili valley
which is mostly waste. Population follows the course of the Kallang and is densest in
Raha thana, where there are 224 people to the square mile ; Nowgong thana contains’
155 and Samaguri, which lies between the two, only 98. Of the three subdivisions of
the Sibsagar district Jorhat has a density of 247, Sibsagar of 236, while Golaghat, part-
ly owing to the large area of waste taken from the Naga Hills, is last with only 65. As
thana areas are mostly not available in Golaghat, we must confine ourselves to the
other two subdivisions. The highest density, 851, is in Bortola thana south of Sibsagar :
population is fairly thick all through a block extending from westwards from Sonari
thana to the Golaghat boundary : it is only in the island of the Majuli, where the
density is 94, that the population of Jorhat is sparse :in Jorhat thana there are 349
persons to the square mile. It is regrettable that the areas of thanas in Lakhimpur
are not available : in the Sadr subdivision, where there are 143 persons to the square
mile, the greatest density is in the neighbourhood of Dibrugarh town, that of a few
of the mauzas being over 600 : the average density of North Lakhinmpur is only 85.

13. In the Surma Valley the Cachar plains have a density of 253, that of Haila-
kandi subdivision being 317, and that of Silchar 205, but
this includes quite a large area of outlying spurs of North
Cachar, Katigora thana on
[SURMA VALLY - DENSITY OF THANAS the north of the Barak
supporting only 78 persons
to the square mile. In
Sylhet the highest average
density is in Habiganj on
the Bengal border, where it
is 604 : next comes North _
Sylhet with 506, followed
by South Sylhet with 475,
Karimganj with 4384, and
Sunamganj on the north-
west with 335. Balaganj
thana inthe centre of the
district contains 706 persons
to the square mile; the
four thanas of Habiganj

subdivision are thickly populated, the demsity varying from 696 in Madhabpur
to 514 in Baniyachang : the only other thana with over 500 is Jaldhub in Karimganj:
two thanas of Sunamganj, Dharmapasa and Sunamganj, fall below 300. The
extensive flooding of Sunamganj is a barrier to progress in population.

Surma Valley.
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14. In the Hills the Garo Hills is first with a density of 51, but this includes the
Hills. population of two mauzas in the plains. The Naga Hills
is apparently next with 49, but this is based on the old area
which is not now correct. Manipur
-has an average of 41, the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills 39, North
» s Cachar 16 and the ILushai Hills
y =2 | only 13. It is possible to show
p . s subdivisions only in the Khasi
RO HILLS . and Jaintia Hills apnd Lushai
KHAS! and JM"\“\;/'“HS il Hills; in the former Shillong
contains 40 and Jowai 37 persons
to the square mile : in the latter
the corresponding figures are 14
for Aijal and 10 for Lungleh.
15. It will appear from thte
= above that one
LUSHATRILLS\D S ity ok SoniahinR the main
: causes affecting
density in the province is its past
history. If we confine ourselves to
. a consideration of the plains for the
' ‘ present, we find that though the
S Brahmaputra Valley was taken over
| in 1826, it was not until 1838 that
: L the upper districts were actually
placed under direct British administration, and that the Cachar plains in the
Surma Valley was formally annexed only in 1832, the hills of the district remaining
under a feudatory until 1850. Previously to the annexationof these districts, the
people had gone through a series of civil wars and invasions from without, so
that the ci_)untry was exceedingly thinly inhabited when British administration
began to give peace and security to its inhabitants. Apart from the natural ten-
dency for population to grow under the mew conditions, the discovery of the fact
that tea was indigenous to the Brahmaputra Valley as early as 1821 led to
the opening of the first tea garden in Lakhimpur in 1835; it took twenty years
to_discover the wild plant in Cachar, where its cultivation began in 1856, and
led in the next year to its extension to Sylhet, where the valleys between the
northern spurs of the Lushai Hills«and Hill Tippera are very similar to those of
Cachar. The growth of the industry was slow in the beginuing ; the indigenous
population were and are averse from working for hire as long as they have abundance
of waste land to cultivate and labour had to be imported from outside the province;
the competition of China, which had hitherto the monopoly of the trade, had to be
met g,nd to be overcome by improved methods of manufacture, and the demand for
tea in the world’s markets had to be fostered to ensure the large extension of the
industry which is a fact of to-day. The province lay on the north-east frontier cut
off from all communication with the outside world except by river; it once ook six
wecks to travel by boat from Kushtia on the Ganges to Dibrugarh, and it was not
until the early seventies that a daily steamer travelled up the Brahmaputra ; the
Assam-Bengal Railway was not declared open as far as Silchar in the Surma Valley
}mtll 18?9 and as far as Dibrugarh in the Brahmaputra Valley until 1903. The tea
industry itself, while being a blessing in that it not alone annually imports large
numbers of coolies who usually settle in the province, but also helps the indigenous
inhabitants by the demand of its labourers for food, brings with it two drawbacks
Whlgh retard the growth of population. In the first place the penal clauses of the
coolie ‘.la.ws and the evils which attend recruitment have given Assam a bad
reputation outside and people are averse from coming to the province unless they are
reduced to almost desperate need : the opening of new railways and the abolition in
the near future of the penal exactments will remove this undeserved prejudice.
Secondly, the land revenue system does not admit of a revenue-free period for settlers
on new land : this is due to the obvious danger of emptying tea gardens of their labour
force and bringing the industry to ruin: so that the new colonist starts with the
imposition of rent from the day he takes possession of hisland. In addition to all
this the unhealthiness of the province before it began to be opened out must not be
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forgotten ; waste territory is not put under the plough without a considerable loss
of life amongst the first settlers who, apart from the general unhealthiness of tracts
under jungle, have to meet with new conditions of elimate and strange food.

16. The above remarks will explain why the province is still sparely populated
in the plains, though its progress is most hopeful. To turn now to particular locali-
ties we see that in the Brahmaputra Valley Nowgong is still the lowest in density :
this is in part due to the inclusion of large areas of waste in the Kopili Valley, which
was practically an unknown land until the Assam-Bengal Railway was built through
it, and partly to the decimation of the people by the scourge of kala-azar which took
off nearly a quarter of its inhabitants between 1891 and 1901. The course of this
epidemic through the western districts of the Brahmaputra Valley has been described
in paragraph 41 of the last Census Report and need not be repeated. It will be
sufficient here to say that kala-azar and the earthquake of 1897 were responsible at
the last census for large decreases in all the districts of the valley except: Lakhimpur
and Sibsagar. 'We bave to take it as a fact that as the result of the Burmese inva-
sion the people who survived were found settled in two large and widely separated
tracts, i.e., (1) in north Kamrup south of the submontane Kachari country and in the
south-west of Darrang, and (2) in Jorhat and the west of Sibsagar subdivision. Pro-
bably the fact that there was an Ahom Governor at Gauhati and that Sibsagar and
Jorhat saw the last courts of the Ahom Kings is a partial explanation of this fact.
At any rate it was in these tracts that the people were more free from harassment by
marauders from the hills than elsewhere. The population of Goalpara could never
have been large and the district is only now being slowly opened by settlers from
Mymensingh and the neighbouring districts, Darrang, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur owe
their present population to a great extent to the tea industry. In the Surma Valley
the history of Cachar naturally points to the fact that it was thinly populated at the
time of annexation: it has since been developed by the opening of tea gardens and
the overflow from its neighbour, Sylhet. In the latter district the west and north
are exposed to heavy floods : the subdivisions of Karimganj and South Sylhet were
too near the hills and Cachar to be inviting places of residence in the old days on ac-
count of fear of depredations : hence we find the ‘greatest density in the centre and
south-west of the district, where people could live in comparative peace and find good
land. In the hills it is only natural to expect a small population : most of the people
have still very rudimentary ideas of agriculture and are not very long removed from
the time when head-hunting was considered the proper occupation of a man.

In the above short review I have not considered many factors. affecting variations
in density, such as fertility. of the soil, irrigation and rainfall. In Assam rainfall is.
abundant everywhere and generally not destructive in its excess : irrigation is mostly
unnecessary and is confined to submontane areas, where the.slope of the ground is too
steep to retain sufficient water for the rice crop without the aid of small channels,
In the plains it may be said that the soil is fertile everywhere and rice is the main
crop. When the province bears the population that it ought to have and presumably
will have some day, the effect of these factors will deserve detailed consideration,

(iii) TOWNS AND VILLAGES,

17. The towns of the province consist of urban areas with some sort of muniecipal
government—such as municipalities, unions or stations--
W cramiprs i and number of cantonments, and certain selected areas of an wurban
' character which are not administered under any municipal
law. TUnder this definition there are in all'21 towns in the province, of which: all but
five have a local administration and all but one arein British territory. Excluding the
conglomerate of villages at Imphal, which is the capital of Manipur State, there is not
a single town which contains 20,000 inhabitants and there are only five with a popula-
tion of over 10,000. Imperial Tables IV and V show the variations in population and
the religions of these towns, while Imperial Table TI1I shows them classified by popula~
tion. Subsidiary Tables III, IV, V of this chapter described above in paragraph 10 are
also concerned with towns. '

18. The province is essentially of @ non-urban character ; taking it as a whole only

30 persons out of 1,000 live in towns, the number being 24

Distribution  of mopulation. in the Brahmaputra Valley, and 15 in the S8urma Valley ;
oy in the Hills, if we include Imphal, there are no less than
90 per mille living in towns, but Imphal is not really an urban area, and its exclusion
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brings down the proportion to 25 of whom 21 were censused in Shillong, the head-
quarters of the province. The average population of the towns is 10,063 and that of
villages is 233. The highest urban average is found in the Hills where the figures are
unduly swollen by the inclusion of Imphal. In the Brahmaputra Valley the population
of the normal town is under 7,000 and in the Surma Valley it is 6,350.

19. Taking the province as a whole out of every 1,000 adherents of each of the
main religions, there are 41 Hindus, 21 Muvhammadans, 52
Christians and 265 Jains living in towns : the last named
are all foreign traders. The largest proportion of Hindu inhabitants of towns is found
in the Hills, where the great mass of the population are Animists. Curiously enough
the towns of the Brahmaputra Valley contain a larger number per mille of Munhamma-
dans than the Surma Valley. This is due in great measure to the fact that most of the
shops are owned by Muhammadans from eastern Bengal and that in Upper Assam the
later Ahom Kings attracted to their courts considerable numbers of Muhammadan

artisans.

For every 1,000 males there are 763 females in the towns of the whole province
but in British territory, where the more strictly urban population is found, this number
ig reduced to 636. Generally speaking, the fact that a town is 2 centre of trade or the
headquarters of some administrative division connotes a temporary population of males
who leave their wives at home. In Barpeta there is an actual excess of females, as was
the case in 1901 : this circumstance points to the fact that this town is little more than
a large collection of houses without any great trade or industry. In Subsidiary Table V
is given the number of females per 1,000 males in towns classified according to size ;
the large proportion, 1,051, in towns with a population of 50,000 to 100,000, refers to
Tmphal, which is the only town of that size in the province.

20. Subsidiary Table V shows towns divided into six classes according to ftheir
population in 1911 and gives the variations in the popula-
tion at each census period of towns as classed at the previous
census. Excluding Class IT, which contains Imphal only, we find that since 1901 towns
with a population of 10,000—20,000 have increased by 1283 per cent., towns with 5,000
—10,000 inhabitants by 1827 per cent. and towns with less than 5,000 by 24-81 per cent.
Areas that were classed as towns in 1872 have now increased in population by 1-14 per
cent., but there has been an increase in actual urban population of 528'62 per cent. since
that time. None of the towns that now contain less than 5,000 inhabitants were treated
as towns in 1872. Of the total urban population out of every 100 persons 31 are
inhabitants of towns with population of 10 to 20 thousand, and 26 of towns with popula-
tion 20 to 50 thousand : similar statistics of the urban population by districts and
natural divisions will be found in Subsidiary Table III. :

21. In considering the recent growth of towns it will be most convenient to divid

AR them according to natural divisions. In the Brahmaputra

! Valley there are over 10,000 inhabitants in Dibrugarh,

Gauhati and Barpeta only. Dibrugarh, which is the headquarters of the most important
tea district in the province, has more than doubled its population since 1881 and has
increased by nearly 30 per cent. since the last census. Gauhati, which showed decreases
in 1891 and 1901 owing to the exclusion from the municipality of North Gauhati, which
is on the other side of the river, is now larger than the combined town of 1881. Barpeta,
the head centre of the Mahapurushias, has increased by nearly 23 per cent. and is now
larger than it has been since 1881 ; the effects of the earthquake of 1897 have appar-
ently disappeared. Of the small towns, Dhubri shows an increase of over 55 per cent.
and now contains more than double the number of people it had in 1881. The most
remarkable increase is in Jorhat, which is 80 per cent. larger than in 1901 : this increase
is mainly due to its enlargement, preparatory to the transfer thither of the headquarters
of the Sibsagar district. Goalpara and Golaghat alone show small decreases. Only one
of the seven towns of the Surma Valley, é.e., Sylhet, is of any size. In spite of its still
being cut off from the main lines of communication, it now contains a population
greater than at any time since 1881, and its previous decline seems to have been
arrested ; with the probable extension of the railway there is a likelihood of further
increase in the future. Silchar shows an apparent decrease in comparison with 1901,
but this is due to the abolition of the cantonment, which contained nearly 800 people in
that year. Hailakandi is a small town now so treated for the first time. Of the other
towns Maulvi Bazar alone shows a decrease, which has been steady since 1891, Shillong,
the capital of the province, has had its area extended and the presence at the time of the
census of the headquarters offices of the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam

Religions and sexes in towns.

Towns classlfied by size.
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further aided the increase of over 41 per cent. since the last census. Kohima shows a
small decrease on account of the reduction of the military strength in the cantonment.
Imphal, the capitat of Manipur, has increased by three per cent.; as was pointed out in
1901, Imphal is really a collection of villages centred round the palace of the Raja and
possesses neither municipal admiuistration nor any of the amenities of town-life other
than what is gained by concentration of population in it.

’ 22. In the greater part of the province a village was
Definiti - ] S
laggS.n on and number of vil defined as

“ A Gton or Grém together with its adjacent Tolds, Pards, Pdtis, Dehis, Sahis and Mah4llas, pro-
vided that none of its dependent collections of houses were o large or so distant from the central village
as to form in themselves true villages with a distinct individual name. ”

In the five upper districts of the Brahmaputia Valley and in the district of
Cachar, where thefe has been a cadastral survey, the cadastral village was taken as
the census village. In Goalpara and in Sylhet there is no connection between resi-
dential villages and revenue units, save that special care was taken to keep intact the
boundaries of the latter. In the hill districts a village was generally a collection of

houses bearing a separate name.

According to our present figures there are 27,875 villages in the province against
a total of 22,326 in 1901. The increase in the number of villages is notable in Goal-
para, Nowgong, Lakhimpur, Sylhet, Naga Hills, Lushai Hills, Garo Hills and Mani-
pur. In the plains districts the increase is due to the growth of population and in
Sylhet also to more accurate methods of work af this census. In the Naga Hills, in
addition to natural growth, an area formerly under political control has been added to
the distriot. In the Lushai Hills the increase is attributed to the absence of inter-tribal
warfare and hence of the mecessity for bigger villages with a view to self-protection.
In Manipur the very large increase in the number of villages is due to the fact that the |
village as demarcated in the recent revenue survey of the valley of Manipur was taken
as the census village.
23. As has been explained in previous Census Reports, the village in the plains
~ of the province is of an indeterminate character. Gene-
o Character of villagesites and  ya]]y speaking, in the populous tracts one sees scattered
through the rice fields small collections of houses too petty
to be called hamlets, usually surrounded by groves of bamboos and fruit trees. In the
flooded tracts and in the the submontane area in the north of the Brahmaputra Valley
the house sites usually present a bare appearance, which is also a marked feature of
new settlements. In the hills villages are usually found near the top of the ridges.

Taking the figures as they stand it appears that the average village of the pro-
vince contains 233 persons, that of the Brahmaputra Valley having 280, that of the
Burma Valley 244 and that of the Hills 138. The smallest villages in the province
are found in the Garo Hills and North Cachar, where the average population is under
100, and in the Khasi Hills, where it is just over 100. In the hills generally it is
more convenient for the people to live in small scattered villages because they thus
avoid the necessity of migrating due to difficulties connected with cultivation. Their
primitive methods of agriculture necessitate frequent changes in the j/Aum or land
cleared by fire for sowing the crops, so that when they are compelled to live in large
villages in order to protect themselves against their neighbours, they have to move
the whole village site as soon as the area available for crops within a radius of about
five miles has been jiumed. Hence the smaller the villages are, the longer have the
people lived without internal warfare, an inference which is borne out by our figures,
which represent real villages in most of the hills. 1In Subsidiary Table III more than
half the people are shown as living in villages with a population below 500 in every
part of the province, but the statistics are not worth much in the plains districts.
Subsidiary Table VI shows that the number of houses per square mile is highest in
the Surma Valley, where it is 91, the figures for the Brahmaputra Valley and the
Hills being 27 and 7 respectively. These statistics supply cumulative evidence of the
general sparseness of population.

(iv) HOUSES AND FAMILIES.

94. The homestead in the plains usually consists of a three separate thatched
rooms built round a courtyard, with an outhouse for cattle

ey and agricultural implements : the walls are generally of
reeds or bamboo plastered over with mud, Brick houses are practically non-existent
outside some of the towns and would hardly be safe in a region so Liable to earthquakes
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as Assam. To the flimsiness of the building materials is perhaps due the good fortune
of the province in being practically immune from plague. In the hills each house-
hold is usually under one roof anl the houses are oftea supported partly on piles as
they project from. the slope of the hill. :

The definition of a house adopted for census purposes was practically that used at
“the last two censuses. A house was described— :

As consisting of the buildings, one or many, inhabited by one family ; thatis bya number of
persons living and eating together in one mess, with theiv resident dependents, such as mother, wxdo_wefi
sisters, younger brothers, etc., and their servants who reside in the house. In other words, this unit is
the commensal family, known in some districts as the khana, and not the homestead or enclosure.

The main value of this definition was that it was easily understood everywhere
and required very little explanation to the enumerators. There were some exceptions
to the standard definition, bul there were few in number and were as follows ;:—

(#) In the case of Europeans and Anglo-Indians the whole building actually
occupied by them was taken as one house.
(¢i) In Police lines, jails, dispensaries, lunatic asylums, efc., special arrange-
ments were made.
(¢4¢) In coolie lines each separate door-way was treated as marking a separate
house.

The average number of persons per house in the whole province is 5, as it was at
the last two censuses: Subsidiary Table VI gives the details for districts, which show
that there is very little variation. The figures for 1881 are in many cases discrepant
with those of the following censuses ; this is due to the change of definition in 1891. As
was noted in the last Census Report, there is no possibility of overcrowding and a dis-
cussion of the question is unnecessary.

25. The existence of the joint family system in India tends to complicate the
statistics based on the number of houses as defined for
census purposes. A house does not necessarily imply the
existence of one married woman and her husband and family : there are probably  also
sons with their wives and widows of the husband’s brothers or of his sons, together with
their children. In Assam it would appear from enquiries that the joint family is more
prevalent amongst Hindus than amongst Muhammadans,

The Jolnt famlly.

R \raite s in the Surma Valley than in that of the Brahmaputra, and
Sinmavalley .. 129%  among the well-to-do classes than among their less for-
tunate neighbours. The statement in the margin shows

Fincluding O hote. “1°'et8s  the number of houses per 100 married females aged 15 and

over in different parts of the province. The general result
would appear to be that separate houses are set up by sons on marriage all over the
province and that the large excess of houses in the Surma Valley is due to the large
proportion of Muhammadans in the population, as is explained below.

As far as my enquiries go, it would appear that the joint family amongst Hindus
generally breaks up after the death of the father on the occurrence of a dispute.
Wives of brothers seem to be the usual cause of quarrels, which arise in some cases
from mere jealousy over presents of ornaments, but more often the wife of the brother
who is the best earner wants generally more comfort for herself and her children. The
spread of European ideas tends to give rise to feelings of resentment against the lazy
or non-earning members of the family, and those who leave the village in search of
employment are hardly more eager to separate from the drones than these who stay at
home and are energetic. Amongst Muhammadans the sons on marriage usually live
in separate houses and eat apart from the rest of their family, but the land usually
remains joint until there is a dispute. The poorer classes separate readily on marriage
because they have little to keep them together, so that the size of household, regarded
as the joint family, usually depends on the material condition of the people.
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1.
Density, water-supply and crops.

£
'H  |Percentage of| Percentage 3 i
& total area. | of cultiva- | 2 Percentage of gross cultivated area under
g ble area of | &
g g =
District and natural division. §. 2 % |
W 3 s
£ 2 ¥ wa | @ .§' o2 B
@ 2 ol I 28 &
s | s |28 5|88 SE|
Sl @ ' E | E g4 5 5
g2 | E | BB [ 21853 . |u§ g 5
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1 2 3 | 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
|
ASSAM 115 76 18 24 2 15 116 [ 744 | 22| 55| 14| 60 105
BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY oio' | 1188 78 15 19 2 34| 105 670 40| 80( 20| 80 110
Goalpara wee i 152 88 18 20 3 95| 689 | 58| 109| 60 ‘1 83
Kamrup i o 178 52 22 42 6 8 81| 769| 84| 91 9 5 92
Darrang . 110 72 13 18 1 11 71| 674 | 39| 40( 03[ 139 10°5
Nowgong v 79 92 9 9 1 77| 592 | 66| 180 02| 50 11'0
Sibsagar = ... . 188 METE For Ay Euag Yy ‘4 8 (630 27| 34| 01| 145 16'3
Lakhimpur ... o 104 86 10 12 i< N 220 ( 569 | 20| 26| 01| 262 12:2.
SURMA VALLEY ... 06| 7| 50| 69| 3 | .. [ 180]|8%| 03] 38| 18| 44| 93
Cachar Plains* o 253 53 13 25 3 116 | 675 15| 35| 01| 169 105
Sylhet . 459 87 76 87 3 145 | 824 01) 39| 14| 28 94
Hirvrs... s 34 75 3 5 1| 111 672 | 1831 | 06 . . 1911
Garo Hills ... wf 81 BOf 8l 8f 2| . lass| ¢ + | ¢4 # | . +
Khasi and Jaintia Hills* o 39 63 4 6 ity 259: 53'0 | €0 2 B 2 40°0
North Cachar# g b U8 Nk Vol e R BT, Y RS e AR YU G +
Naga Hills ... . 49 80 7 8 + * 86 T T : 3 | -
Manipur .. v = 41 '+ + + + t 70 h 2 + + hod
Lughai Hills 4 13 70 2 3 ¥ 3 52 | 746 | 169 | .. 85
¥.B.—In the calculations for the province asa whole and for natural divisions those areas for which figures are not available

have been left out of account.
* The agricultural statistics of
% Figures not available.

SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.
Distribution of the population classified according to density.

Cachar plaings includes ;North Cachar and those of the Khasi Hills are for British villages only.

Thanas with a population per square mile of

Under 150, 150-300, 300-450. 450-600. 600-750.
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772 ‘ 334 9: 16'8 8 954 39| 170 13 74
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Sibsagar we | 7 845272 236 717:13 156 | 86260 - 298 ;
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Lakhimpur ... o | 805272 272 30087, 69 88999 128 ;
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SURMA VALLEY 67476 52 | 1,08076/ 277 |2,829-22 1021 | 2,13056 1,072 77813 521
91| 18| 1z8| " o4 gm0 | s47| sge|  s64| 105| 117
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100 100 F

* In the Hills the density everywhere is below 50 per square mile,

Nore —The fignres in italics gho

population of the district,

w the percentage which the area and population in each class bear [to the total ares and
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III.
Distribution of the population between towns and villages.
Number per Number per mille of urban | Number per mille of rural
Average popu- | mille mxfmg population residing in towns population residing in

: lation per with a population of villages with a populabion of

b o ',nd ik : . 120,000 10,000 | 5,000 | ;oo 15,000(2,000| 500 | goaen

i) b el s v vm‘g”'} e | 20,500, 10000, | 5000, o 5,000. [8,000, | 500
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 l 8 9 |10 |11)12]| 13

ASSAM w | 10,063 | 233 30 90| 53| 312| 261 74 54| 833 | 561
BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY 6,923 280 24 976 | w 496 441 63 77| 412 509
‘Goalpara 5886 | 276 20| 980 w | . 1,000 | . 07| 380 513

~  Ksmrap «| 11,610 [ 3830 85| 965 1,000 | .. i3 .| 73| 505 423
Darrang e .| 535|265 4| 86| . 00| .. | . | 2| 80| e
Nowgong .. 5433 | 200 18| 982 4 1,000 | ... w | 23| 6| 357
Sibsagar w | 3954| 315 23| o9 695| 805| 8| 45| 40| 47
Lakhimpur 1568 27| 81| 969 1,000 | w | o | 174 201] 535
SURMA VALLEY w| 6350 | 264| 15| 985| .. 825 485 190| 2| 40| 390| 568
Cachar Plains 5128| 418 22| 98| u | . 87| 18| . | 15] e11| 3m

" Sylhet - -| 6840 22| 14| 986| .. | 423 ow| 04| 2| 45! 38| 605
HILLS s w 180,237 | 188 0| 910) 823| 150| 27| w | 23| 264| M3
Garo Hilla .. " oo 82 o 1,000 | . st . . e 49 951
IChasi and Jaintia Hills ... | 13,639 103 58 942 | .. 1,000 wie 25| 140 835
North Oachar ek Y e DR Sl R el () N SR
Noga Hills  w -| 2423 362 161, 984} e ] 1,000 . | 21| 531 448
Manipur o | 74,650 184 216 784 (1,000 e - - 34| 346 620
Lushai Hills ... e 243 | .. 1000w | e s 7 32| 680

SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1V.

Number per mille of the total population and of each main religion who live in towns,

Number per mille who live in town,
Distriot and natural division.
pog‘tﬁ?tlion. Hindu, Mussalman, | Christian, Jain,
1 ] 3 4 5 6

ASSAM ... i 80 4l 21 52 265
Bravarurra Varrey e 24 26 52 42 186

Goalplra e ) e 20 23 18 12 191

Kamrup ... oo e 85 42 b1 86 185

Darrang ... s ase 14 16 54 36 186

Nowgong ... - " 18 20 92 130 228

slbsﬂgar sus “es “oe 28 19 149 35 185

Lakhimpur 31 28 265 39 243
Surma Varrer P 1 17 18 107 685

OBChal' Pllins T e 22 24 17 96 ase

8ylhet 14 156 12 116 686
His .. 90 306 122 53 860

Garo Hills ¥ No Urban Population,

Khasi and Jaintia Hills - 68 | 576 | 554 | 69 | 1,000

North Cachar o “os No Usrban Population,

Naga Hills o _ 16 804 855 17 1,000

Manipur 216 858 185 485 973

Lughai Hills . e ’ No I'Irban 'Population. I

|
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.

Towns classified by population.

= - p . A Increase per cent. in
T8 ] g S urban population of
= g g to 1911,
ils|d o e
s | & g '§ 8.5
Clags of Town. 5 — 5 K-pe
E 2] 4 S
3 5 2 . & . s L g g8
L % BOTHR 8 B |'E 522
2.1% £ 2 8 8 i 2 fﬁag
=05 | Bl 5| 8|8 | B |k |5e28
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i} 2 3 ‘ 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Total 21 763 +1074| +14°08 +943 +1584 | +39:04 +3:04
1.—100,000 and over " X oy o4 e o
11.—50,000 to 100,000 ... 1 35 1,051 +334 - -
111,—20,000 to 50,000 ... 54 - 5 P
1V.~10,000 to 20,000 . 5 31 Vil +12'83 -95 ~1544 | —387 -3'25 +25:22
V.—5,000 to 10,000 9 26 578 | 41327 | +1659) +1186 Vo + 70742
V1.—Under 5,000 6 8 535 +24'81 +16'40 +3523 | 45217 | +116'95 v
N
SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI.
Persons per house and houses per square mile,
Average number of persons per Average number of houses per
house. sqnare mile,
District and natural division. &5
1911, | 1901. 1891, 1881. 1911. 1901. 1891. 1881.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
ASSAM e . 5 5 5 6 % 2 23 19
BRAEMAPUTRA VALLEY 5 5 5 6 27 23 2% 18
Goalpara .. 5 5 6 5 28 22 21 22
Kamrap ¥ o 5 5 5 7 34 31 35 2
Yarring W 4 4 5 6 26 23 19 2
Nowgong ... 5 5 5 6 16 14 20 15
Sibsagar .. 4 4 5 6 31 27 34 ~99
Takhimpur 4 4 5 6 25 22 15 8
SuRMA VALLEY 4 5 5 5 91 74 5 63
Cachar plaing .. = 4 4 4 9 58 46 33 25
Sylhet 5 5 5 5 102 84 80 s
Hinus 5 5 5 7 7 8 5 3
Garo Hills... o 5 5 5 5 10 9 7 P
Khagi and Jaintia Hills 5 5 5 5 " g ;
North Cachar . 4 4 5 4 4 6 g &
Noga Hills 4 3 4 + 13 10 6
Manipur «. 5 5 t t 8 18
Lushai Hills 5 J 5 t 2 2

+ Figures not available,
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CHAPTER II.

MOVEMENT OF POPULATION.

96. The causes of the present distribution of population have been discussed in

Before 1001 the previous chapter. As far as the plains are concerned

we have seen that in the early part of the nineteenth

century the west of the province contained the greatest population and that since then

the effect of the paz Brittanica and of British entorprise has been to open up the

eastern portions of both valleys : tea gardens now replace in many places the jungles

which in part, at least, owed their origin to the depredations of invaders from the

east and north, and the labour force which has been recruited for the tea industry

has spread out and brought under the plough thousands of acres which had previously
been the abode of tigers and elephants.

- In estimating the results of previous censuses, it would be safest to omit the first,
which was taken in 1872 : it was non-synchronous, lasting from November 1871 to
May 1872, and its probable inaccuracy was dealt with at length in paragraph 9 of
the last Census Report. The next enumeration was somewhab betéer in that it
was synchronous in the plains districts, but it is impossible to regard it as an exact
return of the people : it was pointed out by the then Chief Commissioner that the
testing of the preliminary schedules by superiors officers was most inefficiently  con-
ducted. So that it is not until we come to 1891 that the statistics can be relied upon.
The increase in population between the first and the second census was 978,093, and
that between the next two 848,440, but in 1891 the population of Manipur, which
amounted to 221,070 in 1881, was omitted because the census papers were destroyed
in the rising of that year, and there were added the population of Mokokchang sub-
division in the Naga Hills and the estimated population of North Lushai, the
southern part, which was still in Bengal, remaining uncensused. Between 1891 and
1901 there was an addition of 649,041 persons to the population, but this included
the inhabitants of Manipur and the whole of Lushai Hills, which was then censused
accurately for the first time : the exclusion of these two tracts brings the actual

increase in districts which were censused in 1891 down to 325,776. y
Between 1872 and 1901, then, we have to remember that the variations are
Period. o’ Variation: affected by (1) more accurate enumera-
18721881 ... +182 per cent, tion, and (2) the inclusion of new areas.
o g4 Gl T " il 4 N If we exclude the latter, the percentages

of variation are as shown in the margin.
I n view of the very great inaccuracy of the first census I do not think that it would
be far from the truth if half the ‘apparent rate of increase in 1881 were aftri-
buted to this cause : this would give a real incvease of 9'1 per cent. No estimate
was made in 1891 of the effect of more accurate enumeration, but it was stated that
the growth of population in the hill districts could not be stated accuarately; their
exclusion however gives exactly the same percentage of variation. It would per=

Peiiod ki haps not be excessive if we deducted 1

:ev.l'z-lrggsll +911 per cent. per cent. to allow for the want of care
881- s . +9 . 3 . -
esiiear - 1 i S L in 1881: we should thus get the per

centages given in the margin as the
approximately true rates of increase.

'97. Tn the last Census Report the condition of the province in 1901 was described
as anything but satisfactory: of the increase in popu-
lation only 136 per cent. was due to natural growth
and there had been very serious losses in Nowgong, Kamrup and Darrang: it was
pointed out that, in addition to the destruction caused by kala-azar, the earthquake
of 1897 seemed to have sent a death wave over the province in the last years of the
previous decade. The last decade may be divided roughly into three parts 1901-1904,
1905-1907, 1908-1910. In the first period gemeral health improved slowly at the
beginning  and then rapidly ; in 1904, births exceeded deaths in every district,
and in Mangaldai subdivision of Darrang births and deaths exactly balancad
for the first time in twenty years. During the same period the depressed condition

Condtlons In 901-1911.
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of the tea industry compelled economy, which resulted in a continuous decline both
in importations and labour force. In the autumn of 1905 exceptionally high floods
were sucCeeded by a virulent outhreak of cholera, which caused an excess of deaths
‘in every plains district ; the death rate from cholera alone rose from 1'1 per mille in
1904 to 4'2 in 1905 and 65 in 1906 : the epidemic died down in 1907 and public
health began to improve again. Prices rose in 1906 and remained high until the
end of the second period, but this had no effect on the people, who are mostly cul-
tivators. Curiously enough it was in 1905 that the prospects of tea began to change
for the better, and the improvement caused an increase in the labour force and
more extensive importation until in 1907, aided by scarcity in the recruiting distriots,
the volume of immigration rose to nearly 85,000 (including nearly 26,000 children)

or three times the annual average of the previous five years. In the last period,

1908-1910, there was a fall in prices and public health gradually improved, though the

cholera death rate again rose to 4'2 per mille in 1908 and to 6'8 in 1910: recruit-

ment for tea gardens declined somewhat, but still remained high and in the year
ending 30th June 1910 was considerably higher than the average of the years 1902-
1906. 'We have thus to deal with a distinctly progressive decade, which was some-
what marred midway by a cholera epidemic, and before the census was taken every
indication pointed to a large increase in the population. ITand Revenue increased
from 57 lakhs in 1901-1202 to over 67 lakhsin 1909-1910, and between the end of 1901
and the middle of 1910 the labour force on tea gardens increased by nearly 114,000
persons.

Communications have been vastly improved. The Assam-Bengal Railway
has been carried through the North Cachar hills and has linked up the south of the
Assam Valley as far north as Dibrugarh with Chittagong and Calcutta. The Eastern

Bengal Btate Railway has been extended through Goalpara and Kamrup on north

bank of the Brahmaputra and has brought Calcutta within 24 hours of Gauhati,
where it meets a braneh of the Assam-Bengal Railway.

28. If we were to leave migration out of account and if the registration of births
and deaths were accurate, we could calculate the popula-
tion of each district at any time by adding to the figures of
the last census the excess of births over deaths in the interval. But in Assam we can-
not neglect immigration, which has a most important influence on the movement of
population, and the system of recording vital statistics is so bad that their statistical
value is greatly diminished. Registration is compulsory only in municipalities and tea
gardens, but approximates to accuracy only in the latter and then only for coolies under
agreement under Act VI of 1901. Inthehill districts there is no registration except in
Lushai Hills and limited areas in Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Naga Hills and Garo Hills.
As far as the plainsare concerned, the system:in force up to 1904 was that described in
paragraph 65 of the last Census Report; briefly, in the five upper districts of the
Brahmaputra Valley returns of rural vital statistics were submitted verbally twice a
month by the gaonburas or village headmen to the subordinate revenue staff, who sent in
monthly totals ; in Goalpara and the Surma Valley the police collected the statistics,
in the former area from written reports submitted by village panchayets and in the latter
from verbal reports by the village chaukidars. At the end of 1904 the question of the
improvement of the returns was taken up, and urban registration was transferred
from the police to special headmen in the Brahmaputra Valley ; from the beginning
of 1907 the gaonduras have kept a local record in rural areas and report directly .to
mauzadars ; and in 1908 the compilation of district statistics was transferred from
the Deputy Commissioner to the Civil Surgeon. The Banitary Commissioner of East-
ern Bengal and Assam was satisfied that the local records of Assam were more
thoroughly inspected than those of Eastern Bengal, but that they were incomplete is
shown by the facts that in 1907 out of 3,232 occurrences in Lakhimpur 163 omissions
were detected, that in one village of 200 inhabitants there was no gaondura and of
course no registers, and that in several other villages the gaonburas lived miles away.
Bubsidiary Table IIT compares the census results, in natural and actual population, with
those obtained from the vital statistics. In view of the large amount of immigration
to tea gardens it would not be reasonable to expect that the vital statistics should
approximate to those of the actual population, but when we compare them with the
figures for natural population the discrepancies are so large that it is obvious that they
are most inaccurate, and it is perhaps hardly worthwhile to discuss the matter .further
here, but paragraph 64 on birth and death rates in Chapter V should be referred
to.

Vital Statstics.
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29. The inerease in the population since 1901 has been 933,514 persons, or 153

Crowth of populatlon at
the present Census.

per cent., but part of this is due to the inclusion for the
firgt time of certain Sema and eastern Angami villages in

the Naga Hills, which were only under political control
at the last census : their popnlition is 39,5686 and its execlusion reduces the increase
in the provinee to 893,928, or almost 146 per cent.

The Brahmaputra Valley shows a growth of 18'7 per cent., the Surma Valley one

ASSAM—VARIATIONS IN POPULATION. 19011911,

% e
GOALPAR
.

950500005 000 ‘

Dot 0 sle! K
foSRRRA §
LGSR AHRS
SRSy %

S RO L’

2% z

&

b .

et K

(2) Decrease of 33

of 10'8 per cent. and the Hills
one of 186 per cent. : for the
first time on record the Brah-
maputra Valley has passed
the Surma Valley in actual
population. The largest in-
crease in one district was ia
Goalpara where it amounts to
30 per cent. : then follow La-
khimpur with 26'3 per cent.
and Manipur State with 21-7
per cent.: no other district
shows an advance of 20 per
cent. We must of course ex-
clude the Naga Hills, where
the apparent increase of 461
per cent. is reduced to 10°4 by
the exclusion of the added
territory. The  apparently
large decrease in North Cachar
is due to the removal of about
20,000 persons who were en-
gaged on railway construction
in 1901. Sylhet, which is the
most populous. district, shows

the smallest proportional increase, but thisis as much as 103 per ceut., and every
district shows considerable progress, which is a much more satisfactory resuls than that

ASSAM—VARIATIONS IN DENSITY 1901-1911
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which accrued at the last cen-
sus. ''he two maps in the
margin show («) the percent-
ages of Variation since 1901,
and (b) the number of persons
per square mile added to the
number then recorded. It
must be noted that the largest
actual increase is in Sylhet,
where there are now 230,823
persons more than there
were in 1901 and the density
per square mile has risen by
no less than 43 ; Goalpara is
next with a growth from 117
to 1562 persons per square mile
and is followed by Cachar
plains. Subsidiary Table I
shows that the highest rise in
density has been in the Surma
Valley, where it is now 406
against 367 at the last censns :
the Brahmaputra  Valley
shows an increase of 20, and
the Hills one of only 5 persons
per square mile,

80. The popnlation of the Brahmaputra Valley has increased by 18 7 per cant., but

Brahmaputra Valley.

part of thisis due to immigration and the increase in
natural population, i.e., exclusive of immigrants and in-

clusive of emigrants, amounts to 16'7 per cent. I regret that inthe case of Lakhimpur
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and Sibsagar it is generally impossible to guarantee the statistics of 1901 for areas

smaller than subdivisions, The orders of the Government of Eastern Bengal and
Assam directed the arrangement of mauzas according to police thanas in the five
upper districts of the Valley : unfortunately the boundaries of thanas are most
arbitrary in Lakhimpur and Sibsagar, and though there have been extensive
changes of jurisdiction since the last census, no arrangements were made to record
them for statistical purposes: in some cases the village registers of 1901 were
not forthcoming, and in others it was impossible to locate the areas mentioned in the
r egisters owing to the expansion of cultivation and alterations in the names of villages.
I received figures purporting to show the facts of 1901, but they proved unreliable
when tested : for example, in Lakhimpur an apparent deerease of 25 per cent. in the
population of one mauza was concomitant with an actual increase in land revenue of
Rs. 13,000. Every effort was made at the present census to compile acenrate and
detailed figures of village population by mauzas and thanas, and there should be little
difficulty in obtaining comparative statistics of small areas at the next census, but it
is essential that some arrangements should be made for recording changes of jurisdic-
tion, so that population statistics may be readily and regularly brought up to date
during the next decade.

Lakhimpur is the most progressive district in the province, and owing to its
development by the tea industry now contains nearly four times the number of
people it possessed forty years ago. Dibrugarh subdivision shows a growth of 29 per
cent. against 17 per cent. in North Lakhimpur ; the difference is due to the fact that
the former is more suitable for tea, without which indeed it would be a howling waste.
North Lakhimpur is too low-lying and subject to floodsto be an attractive area for
the tea planter, and it is generally only in the neighbourhood of the hills that land
well above flood level is found. ~The natural population of the district shows a growth
of 34'3 per cent. which ishigher than the actual growth and shows that the district
loses partly by emigration, which consists mainly in the westward trekking of time-
expired coolies, and partly to the higher death rate amongst new immigrants, It is
perhaps only natural that the extraordinary rapid rate of expansion disclosed at previous
censuses should show some signs of slacking off. The Deputy Commissioner
attributes this to the slower development of the tea industry, which is due to
conditions ruling the market and the fact that practically all the available land near
existing communications has been taken up : there has been an increase of only 5,000
acres in the area of land held by tea companies since 1001. A curious effect of the
acquisition of land by ex-coolies is that there is a steady movement of the indigenous
population away from the main centres of colonisation ; this is said to be due partly te
aversion from the social customs of the coolies, but still more to the thrifty and
industrious habits of the latter, which the local people have no ambition to emulate :
it is to be feared that their addiction to opium is partly responsible for their want of
energy. The Deputy Commissioner is of opinion that in no long time Dibrugarh sub-
division will be populated almost entirely by immigrants or their descendants.

1n Sibsagar, another large tea tract, we have an increase of 1841 per cent. in
Sibsagar subdivision, of 1620 in Jorhat, and of 17°02 in Golaghat, the average for the
district being 15'4 per cent., which is less than that shown at any previous census.
Here again the natural population has grown more rapidly than the actual and for the
game reasons as in the case of Lakhimpur. There are extensive areas of waste in
Golaghat, where the density of population is only 65, but unfortunately the Nambor
forest, which covers a great part of the subdivision, is most unhealthy and it will
take many years to open it up. Jorhat has a density of 247 and there is not a great
deal of unoccupied land now in the subdivision. =8ibsagar has many more tea gardens
ttan Golaghat and is only slightly less thickly populated than Jorhat. We may
expect that Golaghat will continue to progress more rapidly than the other subdi-
visions a1.d that soon Jorhat will show the slowest rate of expansion. The completion
of the Assam-Bengal Railway bas apparently brought with it a large amount of
prosperity to the whole district. It is regrettable that I am unable to treat more in
detail such a large ard interesting district, but it would appear from the reports of
the local authorities that the decade has been one of uneventful prosperity : the
absence of a history is better than a record of disasters.

The population of Nowgong, which showed the large decrease of 248 per cent. in
1001 on account of the ravages of the kala-azar epidemic, bas increased by 16:2 per
cent., but the natural population has grown by cnly 14 3 per cent. The earthquake
of 1897 altered the levels so greatly that the noith of the district became much more
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exposed to floods, and the people of the riverain tract hetween the Brahmaputra and
the Kallang, especially those of mauza Gerua Bokoni, have been compelled to migrate
: to Dai-
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siderable development by immigrants in the Kopili Valley, especially in the neighbour-

hood of Lumding junction : these immigrants include people from Dacea and Mymen-

singh, as well as from the Surma Valley. The tea gardens of the district, though com-

paratively few, contribute to the growth of population by importing coolies, over 13,000

of whom arrived in the first nine years of the last decade. The population of the

district is still lower than it was in 1881, but there is no reason now why it should

not resnme its position as a prosperous and progressive tract. Kala-azar has dis-

appeared : the people were given great assistunce towards recovering their losses by

handsome remissions of revenue in 1901 and the recent settlement of the district was

made with great care and moderation : colonisation along the railway is slow but
progressive, aud no doubt will proceed more rapidly as the jungle is cut back.

Darrang is made up of two subdivisions of very dissimilar characters, Tezpur on
the east and Mangaldai on the west: Tezpur is a sparsely populated tract, which
has been mostly opened up by tea gardens, while in Mangaldai the soil, except
under the hills, is not particularly suitable for tea and the subdivision consists of three
tracts—a fairly well cultivated tract in the south-west being separated by an interven-
ing belt of rather useless jungle from a thinly populated submontane area which
is inhabitsd by people of the Bodo race. The district as a whole shows an
actual increase in population of 119 per cent., but 81 per cent. of this is due to
immigration. In Tezpur subdivision the people have grown by 2424 per cent., but
in Mangaldai, where the population had declined by 9-2 per cent. in 1901, there is
still an actual decrease of 025 per cent., which is due to losses in the northern mauzas;
the effects of kala-azar have not yet disappeared from the latter and they seem to
have been more seriously effected by the cholera epidemic in 1906. M angaldai thana
in the south shows an increase of 1516 per cent., which is partly accounted for by
immigration from the flooded tracts in the north of Nowgung, but all the other
thanas show decreases, which unfortunately are confirmed by the results of the recent
resettlement of the district ; practically speaking, however, we may take it that
Mangaldai subdivision is on the way towards recovery, and that an increase of popu-
lation may be expected at the next census. In Tezpur subdivision the very large
advance of over 82 per cent. in Behali thana is due to colonisation by ex-coolies and
Nepali graziers, and the satisfactory expansion of over 18 per cent. in Tezpur and
Sootea is due partly to natural growth and partly to immigration. -The slowest rate
of increace is in the east of the district in Gohpur thana and may be attributed to the
ahsence of tea gardens and to the tendency of ex-coolies to travel westward in search
of a settlement ; there are not many gardens in Nortk Lakhimpur on the east and there
are large arcas of waste awaiting them there ; the fact that the west of Tezpur subdi-
vidon is being gradually filled up may direct a stream of colonists eastward, but it is
more probable that the would-be settlers from Tezpur will find their way to Mangaldai
on the west.

Kamrup was the second district which showed a decrease of population in 1907,
partly on account of kala-azar and partly owing to the alteration in levels at the
1897 earthquake, which forced people to migrate from tracts that bad sunk below

(1) Imcreases per cent 60-85 &
b30-40 B
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flool-level or hal their drainage systems obstiucted. Now there is an increase of
13'3 per cent. in thoe total popuvlation, while the natural growth amounts to 104 per
~cent. The areas whieh had become subject to floods after the earthquake have been
largely reclaimed during the past decade, and many people who were compelled
to leave the distsict have been gradually returning; for instance, in Barpeta
subdivision those who emigwated to Goalpara and to the south baunk of the
Brahmaputra have again settled down and new settlers are coming in. 'ihe great
improvement in communications effected by the extension of the Eastern Bengal
8tate Railway to Gauhati is likely to lead to a further growth in populasion. As it
is, there have been satisfactory increases in every part of the district: Gauhati sub-
division shows an advance of 11'71 per cent. and Barpeta one of 20°02 per cent., the
excess in the latter case being due to a return to more normal conditions. Least pro-
gress has been made on the south bank of the Brahmaputra : this is partly due to the
fact that Polasbari thanna is already pretty thickly populated and that the other thanas
are rather unhealthy. In the area on the north bank Nalbari thana, which bas a
density of 496, naturally shows the smallest percentage of increase, but it i8 as high
as 9'76 and cannot be considered as other than very satisfactory.

The two main features to be noted in Goalpara are the extension of the railway

through the north of the district and the extraordinary inccurse of settlers to the c/ar
lands from the Bengal districts of Mymensingh, Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur. The
thanas most affected are those which skirt the Brahmaputra in the west of the
district : the increase in population is 7016 per cent in South Balmara, 6181 in
Lakhipur and 88'65 in Bilasipara. The total population of the district has increased

by 30 per cent., the growth in Dhubri subdivision being 8397 per cent. as compared

with 1997 in Goalpara. The extent of the immigration can be estimated from the fact
that the growth in natu-al population has been only 15 6 per cent. ‘The opening of
the railway is no doubt the cause of the advance of 32 91 per cent. in the tract known
as the Eastern Duars in the north of the district: it is reported that large numbers
of Nepalis have settled there for the purpose of cultivating as well as of grazing.

31. The question of the variations in the number of the pecple who may be dis-
tinciively called Assamese was discussed in Chapter II cf
the last Ocnsus Report. - As was pointed out there, an
Assamese is not necessarily a person born in Assam, for the term can properly be
applied only to a native of the Brahmaputra Valley and even there ex:ludes all des-
cendants of immigrants: nor can we identify him by his language, becanse large
numbers of coolies and ex-coolies, especially in the castern end of the Valley, have
returned Assamese as their language. I accordingly follow Mr. Allen’s example and
propose to estimate the variation by as:uming that what helds good for a large propor-
tion of purely Assamese castes in the five upper districts of the Brahmeaputra Valley
may be accepted as indicating the changes in the whole. In Subsidiary Table V
I have taken the same castes as were shown in the last Census Report and compared
the numbers at present returned as belonging to them with those given in 1901 : the
net result is that there is an increase of 11'11 y.ex ecnt., which is over 5 per cent. less
than the growth in natural popnlation in the Brabmaputra Valley., This weuld tend
to show either that the foreign settiers are more prolific than the Assamese or thut tho
latter have not yet fully recovered from
the effcets of the calanities of the decade
before last. 'The statement in the margia

The Assamese.

Percentage of Adatual
Distriat. District Popu- | Actual varla.
latlon. tlon per cent.

proportion which the castes in question

1901’ b W / 90! " bear now to the total district population

TOTAL .. |[6o79| es60 |+ 1’11 |- ea as compared with 1901, and the actual
Kamrup - [8385| 8241 |+ 1130 |- o8 varia ion pr cent. in the total numhcrs
kbl = 18T S T2 %a|Z 52 of the castes at the present and the last
8Bibsagar .. |6446| 6271 |+123l |+ 86 3 ] eol ‘ 1
Flreas o LA 23N B E 1. 29 ol It ?Vlll. bus noticad thatv_ln tho
. large tea districts of Darrang, Sibsagar

and Lakhimpar the indigenous castes now
- form a smaller portion of the population : this is accounted for in great measwe by
immigration, but may also be due to greater feern lity on the part of the immigrent popu-
lation, iucluling of course those scttled in villages: in Kamrup and Nowgone, where
tea is not of so much importance, the variation since 1901 is not so great. ‘The main
point is that, excluding Darrang, the As:amese castes show very substantial growth,
Unfortunately the statistics for Darrang are confirmed by the decreases in the actual
population of the northern mawzas of Mangaldzi, to which attention has already been
drawn and wlich would account for the decline in the Kachari, Koch and Rablha

shows for each of the five districts the”
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castes, But the results in the other distriots are very satisfactory, and even the check
to the decline in Darrang is at least a sign that there things are on the mend, In
1901 the Assamese castes showed a decline of 6'4 per cent. in spite of substantial
increases in Sibsagar and Lakhimpur : now they are more numerous by over 4 per cent.
than they were in 1891 in spite of their severe losses in the nineties, Thus the hope
expressed at the end of Chapter IT of the last Census Report has been more than
realised, and the Assamese ean no longer be considered a declining race.

82. Tt is regrettable that the natural population of the Burma Valley cannot be
estimated exactly, because the statistics of immigrants
and emigratts have been compiled for whole districts only,
hence, though the actual variations in the plains of Cachar are available in Subsidiary
Table I, the figures in Subsidiary Table II include those of the hill portion as well.
According to Subsidiary Table I the actual increase in the Surma Valley proper is
108 per cent., that of Cachar plains being 13-4 per cent, and that of Sylhet 103 per
cent. The natural population of Sylhet has ihcreased by 11'7 per cent. so that it is
clear that the district has lost by emigration. Taking Cachar district as a whole, the
actual increase is nearly 93 per cent. whereas the natural population has increased by
258 per cent. : the difference isdue to the excessively large number of immigrants in
North Cachar at the last census and to greater emigration within the last decade.
~ In Cachar vlains the sadr subdivision shows an increase of 12:33 per cent..and
Hailakandi, which is coterminous with the thana of the same name, one of 1688 per
cent. In the sadr subdivi-
SURMA VALLEY-VARIATIONS IN POPULATION 1901-1911 sion both Silchar and La-
. khipur thanas have grown
by over 13 per cent, but
Katigora, which includes the
, | south-western spurs of North
Cachar, has grown by only
529 per cent. The district
owes a great part of its im-
portance to its tea gardens,
but during the last ten years
REFERENCES.. the number of coolies im-
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- 20,000 as ocompared with
10-15 75,000 in the previous
fo-10 decade. Hailakandi is not

s

e alone the most densely po-

pulated part of the district,
but is also the most progressive; in Silchar subdivision there are large areas of
jungle-covered hills, swamps and rivers.

Tn Sylhet the largest increases of population have been in North Sylhet and Karim-
ganj subdivisions, each of which has grown by a little over 13 per cent. In the former
case the present results show a remarkable contrast with those of the last census, when
the population had decreased in every thana and had declined by nearly 4 per cent. in
the whole subdivision : now there are increases of over 14 and 15 per cent. in Balaganj
and Sylhet thanas, respectively, while Kanairghat shows an increase of over 3 per cent.
In Sunamganj subdivision there has been over double the increase disclosed in 1901
and in none of its four thanas has there been an increase of less than 96 per cent., the
highest being in Chhatak, where it is 12'85 per cent. Habiganj sabdivision is
apparently not as progressive as it was, the increase per cent. being only 758 as
compared with nearly 10 in 1901, but as the population in each of the thanas of the
subdivision is very dense, it is only natural that the rate of increase should be somewhat
diminished ; Madhabpur shows the greatest signs of progress, 828 per cent, and is
followed in order by thanas Baniachang, Nabiganj and Habiganj. In South Sylhet
the inhabitants of Kulaura thana have grown by over 11 per cent., while in Maulvi-
Bazar there has been an increase of over 6 per cent.; the progress in the whole subdivision
has been three times that shown ten years ago. The two thanas of Karimganj subdivi-
sion show inereases slightly above and slightly under 13 per cent. Taking it all round,
the present condition of Sylhet district is extremely satistactory and the figures show
that it has recovered from the effects of the wave of malaria which wasreported to have
passed over it after the earthquake and which accounted for the decrease of
population in North Sylhet and the unsatisfactory condition of Bouth Sylhet and
Karimganj at the last census. Within the last ten years over 54,000 coolies have been
imported into the tea gardens and large numbers of people from Mymensingh and
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Tippera are reported to have settled in the district and reclaimed many of the extensive
low-lying basins which are locally known as 4aors. On the other hand, large numbers
are said to have emigrated to Cachar and the neighbouring districts of Bengal,
especially to the State of Hill Tippera. '

33. The population of the Hills has increased by 18'6 per cent. since 1901 in spite
o of a decrease of over 33 per cent. in North Cachar, which
' has been explained above asdue to the presence of large
numbers of coolies on railway construction in 1901. The cause of the large increase
in the population in the N aga Hills has also been explained as being mainly
due to an increase of territory: the residuary growth is almost entirely natural
and is due to general peace and uneventiul progress. The check to the growth
of population in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, caused by the after effects of the earth-
quake of 1897, has now been removed and the district as a whole shows the satisfactory
increase of 16'2 per cent., though the natural population has increased by only 149 on
account of the increase in immigrants. It is clear that the forecast made in paragraph
49 of the last Census Report was correct ; a return to normal conditions has brought about
a return to the previous rate of expansion. Shillong subdivision shows an increase of
over 17 per cent. against 14'68 per cent. in Jowai : this is probably due to the fact
that the former suffered more severely from the effects of the earthquake and the
rebound is naturally greater, The Garo Hills show an _increase of nearly 15 per cent.,
but the natural population has grown
by 16'3 per cent. and the difference
is apparently due to a check on im-
migration to the plains mauzas on
the north-west of the distriet, which
have become much more subject to
floods since the earthquake of 1897,
In Lushai Hills the population has
grown by 106 per cent., of which
Aijal subdivision is responsible for
15°82 per cent. while Lungleh on {he
south shows a decrease of (54 per
cent. The natural population of the
district has grown by 164 per cent.
and the difference is due to greater
emigration,which is probably account-
ed for by the movement of villages
over the district boundaries in search
of new cultivation. The Superin-
tendent of the district explains the
absence of progress in Lungleh, in
spite of the absorption of five indepen-
dent villages whose population in
1901 is unknown, to the general un-
healthiness of the subdivision, which arises from the fact that the people prefer to live
at low elevations near their jhums ; it also appears that the Military Police detach-
ments were enumerated as a whole battalion with headquarters at Aijal, instead of
being allocated to the posts where they actually were on the census night. Practically
the whole of the increase in the State of Manipur is due to natural growth: in {he
Valley 8oction population has grown by 1667 per cent. and in the Hill Section by 31'68
per cent.: no doubt part of the increase in the latter is due to more accurate enumera-
tion. In the Valley Section the people have reaped great advaniages from the
improvement of the cart road to the A ssam-Bengal Railway, and large quantities of
rice are now exported : the decade has been one of general peace and prosperity. In
the Hill Bection the Vice-President of the Durbar attributes the increase to stronger
and more secure government and a general advance in civilisation,

34. Quite a number of consiaerations have to be taken into aceount when esti-
S s mating the causes of the variations of the province as a
: whole. We may neglect the effects of {he inclusion of

new areas and of more accurate enumeration as compared with 1901, because the
are hardly large enough to make any real difference. The actual population has
grown by 15°2 per cent. and the nataral population by 15'8 per cent. ; there has heen
arn increase of 137 per cent. in the number of immigrnts, but the emigrants have
grown by over 55 per cent. and the actual result of the varigtions of migration is to
poduce practically a state of equilibrium, After the last census the prozince began.

THEHILLS =VARIATIONS IN POPULATION. 1901-1911,
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to recover at first steadily and then rapidly from the general conditions of unhealthi-
ness then prevalent; at the middle and end of the decade cholera epidemics caused an
excessive mortality, but the general prosperity was unimpaired, and the remarkable
rise in prices in 1907 conferred considerable benefits on the people, who are mostly
cultivators. Communications have been vastly improved and Assam is no longer cut
off from the main currents of life and progress. During the latter half of the decade
the tea industry has advanced from the condition of -a continual struggle for exist-
ence to one of very considerable prosperity, which has been and is likely to be main-
tained by the difficulties of obtaining labour, because rapid and improvident exten-
sions of cultivation are impossible. [mmigration, which has always been a most im-
portant factor in the variations of population in Assam, has apparently begun to be
something more than the mere supply of the actual needs of the tea industry. and the
casual incourse of cold weather coolies in search of work : we have now what seems
to be the commencement of a voluntary stream of settlers, who are at present most in
evidence at the outskirts of the Brahmaputra Valley, but have ventured as far east
as Tezpur and Nowgong ; nor has the Surma Valley been without some little share in
this development, though the demand for population there is nothing like ‘what it is
in the north of the province. During the past decade the increase in the volume
of immigration has actually fallen behind the natural growth of the people, and we
now find that the province has within itself a power of expansion that has unfortu-
nately been absent at the last two censuses. The great drawback of an excessive morta-
lity due to the jungly and insanitary conditions hitherto prevailing seems at last to
have been removed. The effects of the distribution of the people by religion and
race must not be forgotten ; the fact, which is discussed in Chapter IV, that Muham-
madans increase more rapidly than Hindus, should tend generally to accelerate the'
growth of population in the Surma Valley to a more rapid rate than that of the
Brahmaputra Valley, but in the latter area the large amount of immigration
disturbs the progress of natural growth, and moreover inthe present instance the
recovery of the people, who suffered more than those of the Surma Valley, from the
evil days of the nineties is responsible for an expansion above the normal. An en-
deavour is made in Chapter V to bring out the effects of variations in the age distri-
bution of the population, and it is shown that at the last census there had been heavy
mortality at the extremes of life owing {o kala-azar and tie general effects of the
earthquake, while people in the prime of life had increased. The result is that we have
now a more than normal increase in the population : the proportions of the old people
and the young people, who are more liable to a high mortality, had been dimiuished
in 1901, and the last decade started with a more than normal proportion of persons in
the reproductive period of life; accordingly the mortality rate has been lower than
the average and the birth-rate higher. The effect of this should be that in the next
decade the birth rate will decline and the death ‘rate will rise, and the next ocensus
should show a slower rate of natural growth.

The above considerations do not all apply to the Hills, but it may be taken that
the general peace and security now prevailing in this tract, added to the rise in the
standard of civilisation, are in a great measure the causes of the increase which has
now accrued. The causes of accidental variations due, for example, to the unheal-
thiness of the Khasi Hills after the earthquake and the presence at the last census
of large numbers of foreigners in North Cachar no longer exist, but the deterioration
of the north-west plains mauzas of Garo Hills is apparently permanent. It is
perhaps too much to expect that the present high rate of expansion will be main-
tained, but there is no reason why we should not anticipate a large increase during
the present decade. :

When considering the present growth of population and estimating for the
future, it is-advisable to note whether there is room for further increases. Subsidiary
Table IV shows the actual and the proportional variations of thanas classed by
density ; unfortunately it has been possible only to give statistics for the last decade,
because the areas of thanas in 1881 and 1801 are unknown. In the province the
highest actual increase has taken place in areas with a density in 1901 of under 130
to the square mile, and there is a steady diminution in actual growth corresponding
to the rise in density. It is plain that there is ample room for very great expansion
and that there is very little chance of overcrowding in either the Brahmaputra Valley
or the Hills. The figures for the Surma Valley how that the greatest actual growth
took place in thanas with 300-450 to the square mile, while.the proportional increase
in the areas of greatest density, 600-750, is very necarly as great as that in the class
Just below if. Sylhet is yet a great deal behind the districts in the east of Bengal in
the matter of population, and there is mno reasom why it should not continue to

expand.
o
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I
Fariation tn relation to density since 1872,

ﬁgfggﬂg;ggegrgg;&*gggm;. MEAN DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE,
District and Natual Division, vsrlit:t';on,
wor | 1se1 1881 e | T
to to to to 111, | 101, | 1891, | 1881 | 1s7m.
1911 1901 | 1891. | a1ss1.
1 ) 3 4 5 [} 7 8 ] 10 1
ASSAM ... we| 4183|4118 +68 | 2800|4701 18 100 89 83 e
BRAERMAPUTRA VALLEY e +18'7 +58 +10°0 +10'5 +65°0 126 108 101 02 L4
Goalpars we | 4300 +2:0 +14 | 4158|4851 152 7 115 13 %
Ksmrup we| #1881 =71| —vr| 4148| 189 173 153 164 167 140
Darrang we | 11D +97| +136| 4158| 4601 110 2 20 80 €9
Nowgong P ad +16'2 —24'8 +10°3 +21:0 +167 79 €8 90 83 @8
Sibsagar we| s | 42wa| 4224 4335 | G117 138 120 96 79 o
Lakhimpur wo| +268| s62| +e13]| 4483|2867 108 82 56 © 27
SreMA VALLE® . o o +10'8 +5°8 +11°5 +17'6 52'9 408 867 848 812 266
Oachar plaing . 4 we | #1844 +139| 4251 4438 | +1908 253 293 198 158 110
Bylhet .. w | H108 +40 494 | 145 4488 45 416 400 365 919
Hitte .. we | +188| 7| —221| 4795 | 1947 84 2 16 2 13
Garo Hills we | H149 | #1387 | 4110 +87 | 4677 51 " 89 ] £
Khasl and Jaintis Hills .. we| 4163 422 +1re| +196| <618 8 84 8 8 28
North Cachar .. w | =831 4155 | —59( —829| —0901 16 b 1 13 18
Naga Hills iy we | 4461 +60 F17 | 348 | +110°7 49 33 8 81 8
Manipur - we | okELY . . . . a1 34 . 2 .
Lushai Hills . +106 +88'9 b b . 13 n 8 bd -
* Figures not available.
SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1I.
Varsation ¢n Natural Populabion.
égsg
Population in 1911. Population in 1901, 7%
| | iE
District and Natural Diviaion. n§a+
) It | T L2 | e | £
1 3 3 'l 5 (] 7 8 9 10
ASSAM .. - | 7,050,857 | 882,068| t79,m17 | 16,967,508 | 6,126,348 | 775844 | 951,323 | 05,401,823 +18°8
BrarMAPUTEA VALLEY., we | 8,108,669 631,552 25,018 | 2,608,035 | 2,619,077 401,043 17,633 | 9,145,668 +16'7
Goalpats ... 600,643 [ 118,238 17,815 | b00,235 | 462,062 49,059 10,867 | 482,860 +15°68
Esmrup . w | 667,828 81,673 28,48 | 650,203 | 599,187 10,355 27,017 | 696,849 +104
Dorrang ... 877,814 | 121,305 4,424 | 260,433 | 887,313 | 100,463 2,500 | 299,400 +8'8
Nowgong . oo 803,596 88,966 16,241 | 97981 | 261,160 34,767 18,451 | 244,804 148
Bibsagatr .. = we| 690,200 | 183,210 14,988 [ 532,073 | 507,969 | 188,043 8,887 | 423,318 4554
Lakhimpur - 468,980 | 197,418 8736 | 280,307 | 87,396 | 106,408 8772 | 908,760 +343
BozMa Vaniex - | 2,970,134 | 245,649 64,223 | 9,789,708 | 3,607,441 | 986,834 46,921 | 2,457,528 4137
Cachar (including North Cachar) 497,463 | 110,507 10,207 | 897,163 | 465,503 | 146,750 8,009 | 316,853 +208
Bylhet .. w | 2,472,671 163,456 83,330 | 2,301,645 | 2,241,846 | 170,168 68,904 | 2,140,676 +1147
Hiis 981,054 36,674 20,858 | 05,283 | 809,825 83,804 18,288 | 798,807 +41'8
Garo Hills i o 158,986 12,883 8,615 | 140,668 | 138,374 13,630 4,032 | 198,676 +16'3
Khasi and Jaintia Hills 235,069 11,511 8,500 |  ger1s7 | 202,250 7,274 2786 | 1le7,m1 +149
North Cachar - Beparate figures not avatlable,
Naga Hills e 149,623 8,614 8718 | 184724 | 102,402 6,087 11,161 107,896 +43'9
Manipar s 846,222 7,995 6,258 | 944,485 | 284,465 3,243 8,853 | 284,780 +21r0
Lushal Hills w| 91,204 6,952 6976 @108 | 8343 5,92 | 15| 7ees | +1ea

® The figure in column 8 for the province includes 8,028 emigrants to provinces other than Bengal who cannot be located and are excluded
from the distriet figures.

+ Bince this chapter was written intimation has been recé'ved that 30 males and 1 female born in Assam were censused in the Union of South
Africa : they are not included in the above figures, L
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III.

Comparison with Fital Statistics.

Increase (+) decroase (—
mm | Mg | TSSO

or deficiency

District and Natural Division. b(i 1:51 ;); %fver
Biriis. | Deaths | Births. | Deathn, | S g W sl

A ik 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

ASSAM ... - e 1,883,545 1,564,022 : 8570 2965 + 819,523 + 087,950 + 775,801
BRAEMAPUTRA VALLEY P 919,219 813,205 35'09 3104 + 106,014 + 357,379 + 489,592
Goalpars 220,036 177,608 4762 3848 | + 42428 + 67675| + 188,501
Kamrap } i 201,002 166,995 | * 3411 2834 + 34,007 + 62,354 + 78,641
Darrang 117,410 132,232 8480 8920 — 14,822 + 20,993 + 40,001
Nowgong " 92,612 76,093 85446 2913 + 16,519 + 35,027 + 42,436
Bibsagar e 173,748 153,770 2905 2571 + 19,978 + 98,859 + 92,330
Lakhimpur aes 114,411 106,507 3080 2867 + 7,904 + 71,547 + 97,593
PURMA VALLEY ., 964,326 750,817 3629 2826 + 213,509 + 831,180 + 286,209
Cachar plains s 183,055 113,258 36:90 2731 + 89,797 + 80,311 + 55386
Sylhet ... e 811,271 637,559 ' 8618 2843 + 173,712 + 250,869 + 230,823

Nore.~This statement is exclusive of the figures of the hill districts as birth and death statistios are not recorded
in them as a whole. ;

SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1V.

Variation by thanas classified according to densily.

Variation in thanas with a population per square mile at commence-
ment of decade of
Natural Division. Decade.
Under 150. 150-=300. 300—450. 450—600. 600—"750.
1 3 3 4 5 6 7
(a) Actual Variation.

ASSAM - 19011911 + 465,192 + 187,985 + 182,469 + 88,004 + 9,864
Brahmaputra Valley s w | 19011911 + 304,850 + 123,333 + 61,184 + 225
Surma Valley v | 1901—1911 + 2,629 + 64,652 + 121,285 + 87,779 + 9,864
Hills o | 19011911 + 157,713 -

(&) Proportional Variation.

ASSAM 1901~1911 + 2007 + 16'64 + 1276 + 779 + 828
Brahmaputra Valley o | 19011911 + 21'51 + 19:56 + 1441 + ‘15 "
Surma Valley... e 19011911 + 529 + 12395 + 1206 + 893 + 828
Hills - 1901—1911 + 1854
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.
Indigenous Castes and Tribes.

Kamrup, Darrang. Nowgong. Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, Total,

Chstos sud J

Teibese | gon, | aoxa. | o7 | soon, |monr, | 0% fyagon, | wenn. | O fpgon. |aor. | £OF | agon. | 1o | FO | soor, | pom. | *¢ or

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 1 13 13 14 15 16 17 B 19

Abor Lo | vo TR o] 8| 1| sir| ess| 4:e] sm| sve 4uss
Ahom 557 | 523 | =34 3,454 | 8,675 | +121 | 8,381 | 8,750 | +878 111,119|120,850| 18,231/ 69,050 | 60,080 | -+1,080 | 172,561 | 197,287 419,726
Aiton i -1 i = i 8s) a1 | 4a27| .. | .. 85 a1l 4398
Assamese .., 1 ., o . = i -2 87| « | —374| 978 —a78.
Bzmz.nnh- 94| 99 +5 25 | 859 | +384 14| 289 | +275 85 1) —s4| 290 47| —108 | 408 795 387
Baria o | 1,002 | 1,338 | 4836 | 5,786 | 4,143 | +357 | 7,799 | 8,008 | +1,107 | 5,348 | 5,778 | +425 [ 1,904 | 1,277 | ~17 | 19,220 | 21,437| 42,908
Brahman ... | 23,145 | 26,159 | +3,014 | 6,433 | 10,784 [+4,352| 6,115 | 6,619 | -+504 14,438 | 17,263 | +2,830 | 3,808 | 5,001 | +1,283 | 63,938 | 65,921(+411,983.
Brittlal Bania| 2,647 | 8,580 | +933 | 1,132 | 2,260 (+1,128| 3,146 | 2,685 | +0830 | 2,742 | 2,820 | 87 | 1,071 | 1,580 | +509 | 9,738 | 12,084| 43,106
Chutia .| w3 | 82 | +112| 8,533 | 8,641 | 8| 6,663 | 7,015 | -+962 (567,080 | 57,444 | --414 | 17,648 19,000 | +1,481 | 85,467 | 87,834] 42,347
Dafla . 347 | 510 | +173 5 -5 2 7| 45| 600| 458 | —143 | 954 284) 480
Doavia ., 1 =1 H 263 902 | 30| 51| 1,844 | +793 | 1,015 | 1,846 +831
Dom (Nadi- | 10,518 | 12,100 | --1,691 {10,782 | 11,516 | +734 | 18,887 | 21,490 | 2,603 | 23,049 | 28,206 | +5,157 | 14,416 | 16,523 | +2,107 | 77,852 | 80,844/-12,102:
Gr({*glgﬁlsm 6,048 | 6,586 | +538 | 6,246 | 5,019 | —327 | 187 | 813 | +176| 1,97 (9,507 | +b610( 178 | 812 | +134 | 14,608 | 15,637| +1,031
Garo .| 5144 | 4760 | -375| B47| aso| -o7| Des | 46s| —B02 | d21| 479 | 58 63| 168| +106| 7140| 6,830 —810
Hira o | 4,063 | 5,691 | 41,628 1,463 | 1,405 | —58 | 898 | 6,823 | +5,924 | 34 11| —23 2 2| —9%4| 6484 | 13,931 +7,447
Hojai 166 -166 168 | v —166
Jugi (Tanti) | 17,610 | 19,114 | +1,405 | 20,414 | 25,486 |+5,072 15,624 | 18,006 | +2,472 10,030 | 15,381 | +4,452 | 7,892 (15,051 | +8,550, 71,978 | 94,028| 422,050
Kachari 92,104 | 95,981 | +-3,877 | 63,226 | 57,713 |—5,518| 11,823 | 13,781 | 1,958 | 16,618 | 16,953 | 334 | 25,163 | 27,958 | +2,700 208,934 | 212,380| +8,446.
Kaibartts ... | 23,331 18,060 | ~5,271| 887 | 167 | —220 | 5,930 | 118 | —5812| 5,169 | 679 | —4,500 | 2,264 | 985 [ —1,270 | 87,081 | 19,009|—17,172
Kalita . 115,690 [130,427| 414,837 17,836 | 16,276 |—1,560| 16,326 | 16,948 | 623 | 86,697 | 41,138 | 44,511 | 5,412 | 5,624 | 112 | 191,791| 210,813|+18.522
Kayastha ... | 4,322 | 4,991 | 4660 | 1,689 | 2,020 | 4331 | 2,149 | 2,714 | 565 | 3,791 | 5,885 | 41,704 | 1,744 | 2,551 | 807 | 13,605 | 17,861 +4,168
Kewat .. 21,143 | 34,630 412,487 | 18,236 | 13,451 | +215 | 7,342 | 15,176 | +7,834 | 21,116 | 25,478 | 4,362 | 2,707 | 8,850 | +1,053 | 65,634 | 92,585 +26,951
Khamti .. | .. 3 46 | +43 4| 18| 4109 1,053 | 1,602 | —261 | 1,060 | 1,851 —10m
Koch 93,850 |108,861|-+10,011 | 47,427 | 42,788 |- 4,089 | 33,653 | 87,046 | +3,403 | 27,581 | 8L,174| 13,613 | 7,085 | 7,384 | —211 209,916 | 222,163| 412,947
Lalung 1,502 | 1,759 | +167 21 9| —12 29,085 32,701 |+8806| 72| 183 ) 411 707 | 1,081 [ 284 | 81,567 | 35,823 +4,256
Mahalia " e | 1285 16 | —1,220 | 1,235 15 | —1,820.
Matak i 12 -12 86 | .. -86 30 —30 | 614 | 9,243 | 48,628 742 9,242| -+-8,500-
Mech 13| 194 [ 4181 36 85| —1 23 3| -2 56 n| — 55| 112 b7 183 3550 +172
Mikir v | 10,608 | 11,842 | 4749 | 9,814 | 8,218 | 399 | 85,780 | 47,327 | +11,697| 22,011 26,000 | 2,008 54 7| =47 72,102 | 86,898| +14,796
Miri 1 —1| 4176 | 4.568 | +302 » 17,632 | 22,485 | 44,853 | 24,911 | 80,424 | 45,513 | 46,720 | 57,477+ 10,757
Mishmi w0 | ., - + 98| 271| +178 8, 271 +178
Moran e o 125 | 826 | <701 125 826] 4701
Moria siod] -5 T 5% 1| —184| 161 455 | +294 13 15 42| 611 | 1,040 | 4429 | 815 71 | =244 | 1,235 | 1,588 4347
Mukhi .. | 2,801 | 2,705 | 4314 8 3| -6 5 22 | -2 2,491 | 2,700) +288
Namasudra... {10,618 | 11,112| 4494 | 104 | 146 | +42 | 5,209 77| —5.293| 650 180 | —po0 | 200 80 | —120 | 16,871 | 11,565 —5,306.
Nat 700 | 958 | 4258 | o905| 254| +49| 763| 760 —3 (2571|1918 —g58| 138| 135 —3 | 4877 | 4,025 —852
Nora 142 | 840 | 4108 ) .. 142 340| 198
Patia (Patial) 4 94| 400| 114 | 166| +53 | 2,827 | 2,505 [ +178 7 4 -3 16 15 ~1| 2468 | 2,78 +316
Phakial ] -1 = . 218 486 | 4378 219 496 277
Rabha .| 16,341 [ 17,798 | 41,457 | 16,431 | 12,865 [—2,666 | 188 83| —100 62 63 +1 181 95 —86 | 82,208 [ 80,909 —1,204.
Rajbansi 108 | 3,087 | 42,084 638 44 | —Bo4 200 88| —117 256 36 —20 | 1,197 3,460| +2,253.
Salai 7,420 | 8,224 | 703 | 93| 860 | +37 64 35| —2 | 146 2| —144 | 4 +8 | 8,460 | 9,125 --665
Shaha (Sunri)| 14,405 | 16,268 | 41,773 | 523 | 604 | +171 | 824 | 608 ( —128 720 | 43| —577 | 878 | 829 | —49| 16,040 | 18,130, +1,100
Shan 748 | o —744 14| 112| 498 758, 112| —646
Singpho e o " o " 824 | 454 | ~370 824 454 —870
Solanemia ... 107 121 | +14 o e o e e v 107 121 +14
Tokar 786 | 843 | +107 72 96 | +24 v 37| s -3 18 —18 820 939 +110
Totla 7015 | 7,220 | +214 23 | 207 | 4185 B -3 20 8 —18 10 ~10 | 7,070 | 7,438 +368
Turnng [ s 411 | 516 | +104 v 411 515  +104

Tot al ... 404,054 550,357 +56,303226,508 226,059 | —530 214,867 216,582 | +-81,715/385,461 432,941 +47.-tsoi 184,478 916,799, +32,326 1,805,453 1,672,788 +167,285

| | | \
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CHAPIER IIL. '
BIRTH PLACE.

35. Theo statistics of birth place, which are contained in ‘I‘m'perial Table XTI, have
already been utilised in the preceding chapter to show
the natural growth of population in different parts of
the province: they will now be used to show the extent to which the people migrate
from one part of the country to another. It will be advisable, before proceeding to
a discussion of the figures, briefly t5 distinguish the different kinds of migration that
must be considered : generally speaking, we may divide them into five different
types :—

(1) Casual or minor movemonts between adjacent villages which affect the
returns only when such villages happen to lie on opposite sides of the district bound-
ary,

(2) Zemporary, due to journeys on business, pilgrimage, ete., including move-
ments of labourers for the construction of roads and railways,

(8) Periodic, such as the annual movement which oecurs in places at harvest
time and the seasonal migration of cattle graziers,

(4) Semi-permanent, when people reside and earn their living in a district other
than their birth place, but retain their connection with their homes, where they may
have their families and where they return in their old age and at intervalsin
the meantime,

(5) Permanent, where people actually give up their home district and settle
down in a new one.

Our statistics do not show the above movements separately, but we are able to
make certain inferences from the proportion of the sexes, the distance of the district
of enumeration from the district of birth, and certain notes made at the time of
compilation regarding the castes and the occupations of persons coming from
distant places. It is not uncommon to find a preponderance of females in casual
migration, because young married women often go for their first confinement to
their parents’ homes: but they would be enumerated in their home district and would
not appear as emigrants. Generally the bulk of the periodic and semi-permanent
migrants are men. Periodic migration has a tendency to become semi-permanent
and the latter to become permanent.

86. We have seen from Subsidiary Table IT of the previous chapter that in 1911
there were in Assam 882,068 immigrants and that 79,717
persons born in the province were enumerated elsewhere.
The total population of the province is 7,059,857, so that the percentage of the foreign
born is nearly 125 as compared with nearly 13 per cent. at the last census: on the
other hand, the number of emigrants is only 1'1 per cent. of the actual population,
though it has grown by over 55 per cent. since 1901. Itis clear that the province
attracts a large stream of strangers and sends out only asmall number of its own
people.
The statement in the margin shows the constitution per mile of the population
of the province according to birth place

Introductory.

Migration :—general.

1. BORN IN ASSAM. .. .. ) o 875  on the 10th March 1911. The most re-
() In district of enumeration 857 markable feature of the statistics is that
(b) in contiguous districts... 15 p . . . R
(c) In other dlistricts 8 there is so little migration within the

2.'BORN IN OTHER PROVINCES s province. This result is due to the fol-
(8] In éontiguous pars’ '~ ° low.mg' faqt.s : first, the peop}e are mail_ﬂy
(b) In other parts 109 ggriculturists and, as there is no excessive

3. BORN OUTSIDE INDIA ... 7 pressure on the soil and their erops are

Total | w . 1000 sure, they have noneed to leave their

villages : secondly, the tea and coal indus-
tries of the province are maintained by foreign labour, because the local people are too
well off to work for hire, and hence they cause no movement of population within the
province : lastly, even if the necessity for migration had existed, communications
were so bad up to recent times that large movements would have been out of the
question, By far the greatest part of the people born in-other provinces come from
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distant places : these are mainly the coolies which the tea gardens are compelled to
import in the absence of a local supply of labour. As will be shown later, the ma-
Jority of those born outside India come from the State of Nepal, which supplies most
of the fighting strength of the province and a great part of its cattle graziers.

87. In Subsidiary Table I we find the immigrants divided into classes, according
as they come from contiguous and non-contiguous districts
of this province and of the neighbouring provinces of
Bengal and Burma, from other provinces and from outside India. The number
of immigrants from the border districts of Bengal and Burma is comparatively small,
the figures in thousands being 99 for the provinge, of which 20 is confined to Goalpara
in the Brahmaputra Valley, 33 to Sylhet in the Burma Valley, and 7 is divided
between Garo Hills and Lushai Hills in the remaining natural division. The really
important stream of immigration comes from more distant places, and is diverted
almost entirely to the plains of the province, and more especially to the Brahmaputra
Valley, which receives more than twice as many immigrants from other provinces as
the Surma Valley. In order to gain a clear view of the places from which foreign

immigrants come, it is necessary to glance at the statistics

Extra-Provinclal Immigration.

S DmigTaives her Mmille; given in the margin, which show per mille the sources of
Bengal .. .. 220 Immigration. Our largest supply comes from Bihar and
Central Provinces ... g7  Orissa, which is followed by Bengal, United Provinces,
s N ORI o 39  Central Provinces and Berar, an(} Maglras. I propose to
Balputana 13 examine the figures of_ thesp provinces in more detail. It
Rest of Indla 2oy 10 may be noted that immigrants from the Central Pro-
Qo o tn'® - 88 vyinces, Madras and Central India are imported by the tea

ik Tooa industry, and that those from Rajputana represent the
6 oy Marwari merchants who practically have the monopoly of
the trade of the province outside the district of 8ylhet. The United Provinces people
are mostly unassisted immigrants, though in the Surma Valley they form an important,
portion of the tea-garden labour force: with this exception they consist of ecarters
and hucksters, cattle-dealers, earth-workers, fishermen and boatmen, cobblers and hide-
dealers, police constables, and domestic servants : many of them have settled down,
but probably most of them eome under the heads of temporary and periodic or semi-
permanent immigrants. I have noted for persons born outside India the large propor-
tion who come from Nepal. The Brahmaputra Valley contains very large numbers
of Nepalis, who are mostly engaged in breeding buffaloes and making ghee: they also
do a certain amount of rather nomadic cultivation and work as sywyers in the Govern-
ment forests : they are spreading into the hill districts, where they follow the same
callings, Many of them are temporary or periodic visitors, but probably the majority
are semi-permanent settlers verging towards permanency: there are twice as many
men as women amongst the Nepalis censused in the province.
The statisties of the five large provinces given above are shown in more detail - in

Immigrants per mille of total 1= the margin, where those for Bengal and

From To 1 1 v o
' Assam. Brahne Surma tills, Dilar and Orissa are also divided accord-

putra  Valley. ing to the divisions of those two pro-

alley, L
1. BENGAL 242'0 12583 'ﬁ 10 vinces.

1) Burdwan 5 3 3 s ' g

5") e e R L - £ . d To begin with t}}e nc?lghbpurlng divi-

(i, Dacca ~ 9% BT 3! 6  sions of Bengal, Rajshahi, Chittagong, and
S e A i1 1 Dacca, the majority of those born in the .

(vl) Unspeoified = .. 2 2 = Rajshahi division were censused in Goal-
2/BIHAR AND ORISSA 453 3865 84

ol il i sind A 2 para and represent settlers from Rangpur
(1) Chota Nagpur ... 270 233 45 1 and Pabna; the latter, though not a con-
Rl st WO Gl R ® = tiguous district, has shared with Mymen-
' CESANDBERAR 87 63 24 ..  singh the recent colonisation of the ri-
4. UNITED PROVINCES 112 87 73 2 verain lands of Goalpara : most of the peo-

Pe panLRAS e e ple of the Chittagong division hail from

Tippera and have settled in the neighbouring distriet of Sylhet : over 75 per cent. of the
immigrants {rom the Dacca division were enumerated in Sylhet and Goalpara and
more than two-thirds of them came from Mymensingh, so that they mostly represent
inter-district movements of settlers ; the rest, who are scattered over the province, are
clerks and shop-keepers. Those who come from the Presidency division are found in
small numbers in all the plains districts and are probably mostly clerks. The majority
of those born in the Burdwan division come from Bankura and Midnapur and are
most in evidence in the tea districts; they and those from Burdwan and Birbhum
distliigte are mostly tea=garden coolies ; the majority of the remainder are probably
. Cierks, L L
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Turning now to Bihar and Orissa we find that Chota Nagpur is responsible for
the majority of the immigrants: this is accounted for by the large extent of garden
coolie recruitment in this sub-province : the great majority go to the Brahmaputra
Valley, where they are welcomed on account of their capability of withstanding hard
work in the jungle and the effects of the climate. The figures for Orissa are explained
in the same way. Bihar sends large numbers of more or less temporary settlers to
Assam where they earn the money that pays their rents at home ; these people follow
the same avocations as those practised by their neighbours from the United Provinces,
which have been noted above. But two divisions, Patna and Bhagalpur, contain
several districts which supply coolies to tea gardens : the majority of the people from
gl[onghyr, Santhal Parganas and Gaya are garden coolies and are strongest in the tea

istriets.

The statistics of the remaining three provinces need not detain us long. Practi-
cally the whole of the immigrants from the Central Provinces and Madras are recruit-
ed for tea gardens and the major portion of them go to the Brahmaputra Valley :
favourite districts of recruitment are in order Bilaspur (26,5600), Jabalpur (156,000),
Balaghat (7,000), Raipur (6,000), and Seoni (5,000). The Surma Valley gardens
contain a large number (44,000) of United Provinces coolies, becanse they thrive there,
while they have proved a failure in the Brahmaputra Valley for ¢ imatic reasons:the
district from which most of the emigrants come is Ghazipur, which is claimed as
their birth place by over 30,000 persons, of whom over 25,000 were censused in
Cachar and Sylhet: Ghazipur is followed by Azamgarh (16,000), Ballia (9,000),
Benares and Basti (8,000), and Mirzapur and Jaunpur (5,000).

It will be seen from the above that the tea industry is the main cause of the in-
flow of immigrants: it must not be forgotten that not alone does it import coolies, but
it attracts large number of other immigrants whose sources of livelihood can be traced
directly or indirectly to it, as for instance shop-keepers, hucksters, clerks, carters, and
boatmen. In fact it is impossible to reckon how much of the immigration can be
attributed to causes other than the tea industry. In Provincial Table IV will be
found the birth places of persons actually enumerated in tea gardens by districts :
the statistics include everyone found on tea-garden land on the Census night, but it
may be taken that practically the whole number of those born outside the province
were attracted by the industry: the wide range of the sources of immigration indicates
the extent of the debt which the province owes to tea.

38. An attempt was made in the last Census Report roughly to estimate the
actual number of the foreign born who were originally
L s A 5 brought to the province as garden coolies ; it is clear that
: . the number of the latter will not represent the whole
facts, for it leaves out of aceount the mnon-coolie immigrants whose presence is due
to the same cause. It is equally clear that the number of the foreign born only will
not help us very much towards an estimate of what the province owes to the industry,
because there are large numbers of descendants of immigrants born in the province
who now constitute part of the natural population. If we confine ourselves to an
estimate of the number of coolies alone, we might include the total immigrants from
Chota Nagpur, Orissa, Central Provinces, Madras and and Central India ; in considera-
tion of the figures in Provincial Table IV, I estimate that one-half of the immigrants
from Bihar and two-thirds of those from the United Provinces were imported by tea
gardens; I would limit the coolies from Bengal to the four districts I have already
mentioned. On this rough estimate the number of foreign-born coolies recruited for
tea gardens comes to 570,000 : this figureis much less than Mr. Allen’s estimate in 1901,
which was as much as 645,000, but I am inclined to think that he was not correct
in attributing the whole of the immigration from the Burdwan, Patna and Bhagalpur
divisions of Bengal and Bihar and from the United Provinces to direct garden reeruit-
ment. My estimate is perhaps rather conservative, but I am inclined to think that
it is nearer the truth.

The number of the foreign-born coolies does not, as I have explained above, eover
anything like the total number of the labour force, as will be seen from Provincial
Table IV which shows that over 87 per cent. of the Indians censused on tea gardens
wero born in Assam, Besides these home-born labourers, who are the descendants
of imported coolies, we have to reckon the vast number of ex-coolies and their
descendants who have settled down all over the province and have cleared its jungle
covered areas. The estimation of the number of these colonists is a most difficult task.
In 1901 Mr, Allen made two attempts to do it : in paragraph 66 of his Census Report
he gave an estimate based on the total village population born in the recruiting areas,
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and in paragraph 200 he gave the village population of the castes usually found
amongst tea coolies : the first estimate came to 121,368 and the second to 141,152
persons. These figures were subsequently examined by Mr. P. G. Melitus, ¢.s.L., C.I.E.,
late Member of the Board of Revenue, Eastern Bengal and Assam, who has an intimate
acquaintance with local conditions. He pointed out that Mr. Allen’s estimate was
only a minimum and could not be taken as representing facts and Mr. Allen accepted
this: he further showed it was impossible to find any exact criterion for estimating
the actual number of the colonists who issued from tea gardens. It is obvious from
what I have written that we cannot be sure of any calculation based on birth place :
it is_equally difficult to go on statisties of languaga, as will be clear from the contents
of Chapter IX: the estimate by caste was not put forward as other than most
indeterminate, for it is not feasible to distinguish between foreign and local castes
with the same titles. 1t must also be remembered that the length of the period of
colonisation and the gradual improvement of communications have made any
calculation far more difficult at the present time: we are less sure than before of
how the foreign population came to the province. I have discussed this question with
Mr. Melitus, who was of opinion that no advantage would be gained by repeating
the attempt at the present time, but referred to the strenuous efforts made last year
to obtain correct statistics of the land held by ex-coolies as probably affording a fair
method of attempting the calculation in the temporarily-settled districts. The Land
Revenue Report for 1910-1911 shows that the total area of Government land held
by time-expired coolies in the fwo valleys was 191,599 acres: Mr. Melitus estimated
that amongst Assamese 75 acres would support 80 persons, but that, as new settlers
would probably cultivate a smaller area and were not entirely dependent on their
land, it might be taken in 1901 that 75 acres would support 100 foreigners; we must
now allow for the fact that the latter have settled in greater numbers and cultivate
more largely, and probably it would not be far from the truth if we allowed 90
colonists for 75 acres : this would give us 230,000 ex-coolies settled on Government
land. This not improbably represents about two-thirds of the total number of colonists :
large numbers hold land on leases from persons other than Government and large
numbers are employed as cartmen, servants, labourers and petty traders. On this
estimate the tea gardens have sent forth about 350,000 colonists. The actual popula-
tion of the tea gardens is over 700,000, so that perhaps we should not err very greatly
if we assume that the province owes the addition of well over a million of people
directly to the tea iniustry. In addition to this we must reckon the large number
who have been indirectly brought to Assam by the same cause; if we include their
resident descendants, it would perhaps not be too much to place their number at half a
million. The final result is that there are now 14 millions of people in Assam, who
would not have been here, if there had been no tea gardens. I do not put forward this
estimate as aaything but a rough calculation : I have been guided to a great extent
by the estimates made by Mr. Melitus for the population of 1901, but it is not impro-
bable that his unique acquaintance with Assam has given them a greater approach to
accuracy than could be attained by following the methods adopted by my predecessors.

89. The amount of emigration from the province is small, as I have shown above :
in Subsidiary Table II will be found details similar to

tra-Provinclal emigration. ; / a P
o s ey 7 given in Subsidiary Table I for emigration. The

bsina i R majority of the emigrants to contiguous districts of other
LENIEN o v &vsie  provinces come from Sylhet: the small number that have

Biharand Orlesa ... 6362 been enumerated in distant places come mainly from the
United Provinces ... 1,222 Brahmaputra Valley. The statement in the margin shows

2";‘,?{_2”‘;, provinces.. 101 the destinations of the emigrants from the province.
i " 1ag Bengal absorbs over 844 per mille, of whom 310 went to
Andamans « 140 neighbouring districts and 534 to more distant places :
ke ol ~  as emigrants to Dacca, Mymensingh, Tippera and Hill Tip-
o A e 21 pera account for the majority of those from the Surma
Baluchistan .. 10 Valley, while Jalpaiguri and Rangpur absorb most’ of the
533222'J23 I e & emigrants to contiguous districts from the Brahmaputra
A ' Valley, and Mymensingh receives most of those from Garo
() OUTSIDE INDIA.. 824 Tjlls. Of the more distant parts of Bengal, Calcutta

(4,986), Cooch Behar (3,293), and Howrah (432) returned the majority of the Assam
born. Emigrants to Bihar and Orissa represent only 80 per mille of the total: the
largest number come from Kamrup (1,531) which is followed in order by Sibsagar
(1,163), Darrang (819), Lakhimpur (711), Nowgong (671), Bylhet (546), Cachar (497)
and Goalpara (272). I do not understand the cause of the Kamrup figures, because
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its tea gardens are not of much importance : the emigrants from the other districts
are probably children of immigrants who have returned permanently or temporarily;
probably tea-garden sirdars deputed to the recruniting districts account for most of
them, But the amount of emigration to this and the other provinces is unimportant
and does not require detailed consideration. I may note that the 524 emigrants
outside India were enumerated in Colombo harbour on vessels arriving after the
census, and that 511 of them, who came from Sylhet, are no doubt part of the engine-
room staff on board liners on the Calcutta-Loundon route.

4.0. Subsidiary Table IV shows the actual nulnbers in round thousands of those
born in one natural division of the province and enumerat-
ed in another. Out of 632 immigrants to the Brahma-
putra Valley only 15 came from other natural divisions; similarly out of 246 in the
Surma Valley only 5 came from within the province, while the number of provincial
 immigrants in the Hills is 13 out of 37. It is obvious that these movements are
negligible at present : I have already explained the causes of this result in paragraph
36 above. The slight variations between now and 1901 do not call for any special
note,

41. Bubsidiary Table IIT gives proportional figures showing the results of mi-
' gration for each district in the province : the actual figures
of immigrants and emigrants have already been shown in
Subsidiary Table IT of the last chapter. It is clear that, if we exclude the Hills, which
are not important from our present point of view, most of the immigrants come from
distant places and most of the emigrants really only cross the boundary between
neighbouring districts. The proportions of the sexes given in Subsidiary Table III
for the two valleys are remarkable for the fact that females appear in large numbers
both in what I may call contiguous immigration and in distant immigration : this
result naturally follows in the former, which represents permanent transfer of settlers,
and that it appears in the latter is due to the fact that women are as much required
as men for the tea gardens, partly because they are the superior sex at plucking the
leaf, and partly because they are desirable for the purposes of reproduction, which adds
to the labour force without the cost of recruitment. In the Hills, on the cther hand,
women from distant places are much less numerous than those from contiguous dis-
tricts. But amongst the emigrants to distant places women are everywhere' few,
except in the case of Cachar, where the small number of emigrants are probably per-
manent settlers, and of the Khasi Hills which sends out a number of children’s ayahs
all over the province.

The provincial balance of account with other provinces, which is given in Sub-
sidiary Table V, shows the enormous profit which accrues to Assam from immigration
and the growth of this profit in comparison with 1901: the balance in favour of
Assam is now 7 per cent. larger than it was ten years ago. The only places which
show a falling off are the United Provinces and Punjab : the decrease in the latter is
due to the employment in 1901 of large numbers of Punjabis on railway construction,
which is also responsible in great measure for the decline in the former, but the dis-
trict figures show that United Provinces people are now less numerous in all the
tea districts, though they have increased in the others, and the result is probably due
in part to the superiority of coolies from other places for tea-garden work. It was
intended that Subsidiary Table V should show the variations for British ferritory and
for Btates, but separate statistics for 1901 were not available: I have accordingly
shown the detailed figures for 1911 in the second part of the Table. The only serious
loss to the province arises from the proximity of the Hill Tippera State to the Sylhet
border : the figures show that there is an excess of nearly 29,00C emigrants, but
besides this considerable numbers of tea-garden eoolies are attracted over the border
who will appear in the State Census as born in other parts of India.

Intra-Provinclal emigration.

General results,
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1. o
Immigration (actual figures).

Borx 1IN (000’8 OMITTED).
District (or natural (i:‘;‘ilgigi'::o;;o?s. Other parts of i o;lgther p‘r)c”:ﬁa 1wpmtis otA ’gthet Outside India..
District and natural diyisian), vince. Fay. vinces, ote. provinees, ete,
g - T
g 3 pagi i1 [ (Y g e
gl g |8 ala|q|a|d 8|24 3|4]8(2/8)3
= = gla|2ls|12lalglelnalalalnlala|d|8
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
ASSAM wo| 6178 | 8,139 | 3,039 | .. . e 29 b4 45 | 732 | 410 | 322 51 35 16
BranMaruTRA VALLEY | 2477 | 1,264 | 1,213 12 L 5 8 2 ! 20 n 9| 556 | 813 | 243 , 41 27 14
Goalpara 482 245 237 6 4 2 1 1] e 19 10 9 87 55 32 ' 6 4 2
Kamrup 636 817 319 6 4 2 1 ) 3] Ly . 20| 15 5 | 5 3 2
Darrang 256 131 126 14 8 6 2 1 1 ues 92 50 42 14 8 L]
Nowgong 265 132 133 6 4 2 1 b . 30 17 13 1 1
Sibsagar 507 263 244 17 10 T 6 & 1 . 166 84 72 ' 3 1
Lakhimpur 272 159 133 10 6 4 5 4 1 173 94 79 i 10 b 3
SvrMa VALLEY wo | 2724 1,395 1,320 3 1 1 | e« | 82 16 16| 207 | 113 M 21
Caﬁhar éinc]uding 387 197 190 27 18 9 - . B . 82 4 38 X [ oo
orth Cachar). )
Sylhet ... v | 2,309 1,179 | 1,130 5 3 2 1 1 83 17 16 | 124 68 56 1 1 o
HirnLs 944 460 484 12 7 b 7 . 3 9 7 2 8 6 2
Garo Hills o 148 74 72 5 3 2 . 5 3 2 ! L S ' 1 1] w
K}lﬁﬂs.nnd Jaintia 224 106 118 4 3 1 s 4 3 ! l 8 2 -
North Cachar ... Separate figures not availables
Naga Hills 146 72 74 2 1 1 P o ; & 15w 1 3
Manipur aas 338 166 172 5 3 L vas Bas 2 A} s, 1 b
Lushai Hills ] 84 39 45 2 1 11 ave i 3 : | 2 1 nER 1 1
.
SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.
EBmigration (actual figures).
ENUMERATED IN (000’8 OMITTED).
;g ntiguous dis~ ontiguous parts | Non-contiguous
District and natural ""tg:lh‘;ic:ig?;")' " Gﬁgsxic% .pro- Otgizve::g? ol ovtiig‘;f e,tl:?:(.)- pg:?iizzs?%&zf i s
divisicn of ibirth. [ -l
- H il b o R e il S L B
AEAREIER IR A AR AR AR R AR RE AR AR
& = = |8 |ele |2 |la|le |8 |a |8 |8 |&|s |8]&
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
ASSAM ... | 6,178 | 3,189 | 3,089 | .. i . e 56 29 27 24 19 b 1 1 '
BraBEMAPUTRA VALLEY | 2477 | 1,264 | 1,213 8 3 3 1 1 2 1 1 15 11 4 .
Goalpara caty TR DL IR R e A B TR S PR A R ) B 4 e S e L) “
Kamrup 636 317 319 12 8 4 6 6] ' . 4 4 . o
Darrang " 256 181 125 3 2 1 % Lo " " 2 2 "
Nowgeng e 265 132 133 13 7 6 1 1 ' o 2 1 X .
Sibsagar 507 263 244 12 7 5 1 1 2 2 e g i
Lakhi mpur ivo 272 139 133 ] 2 3 1 i ;i s 2 1 1 . . .
SuaMa VAriey o | 2724 1,305| 1,32 | 6 4 8 2 i Ve 7| 2| 23 9 7 2 1 s
Cachar (including 387 197 190 8 5 3 ‘ ) N & 2 ] 1 £ . .
North Cachar),
Sylhet ... oo 2,300 | 1,179 1,130 26 18 8 2 2 . 46 23 23 8 7 1 1 1 e
HiLLs e e 944 460 484 14 8 6 e v 2 ¥ il 4 1 ' " .
Garo Hills 146 74 7 8 2 1 1 LAJ AN A T ot e
th:i'}ils.and Jaintia 224 106 118 3 2 1 1 i 1 A - "
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Naga Hills 146 2 74 8 5 3 - ‘ p i3 A ;
Manipur S R R R e A e ) e BRI R G S S S i 0
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IIL

Proportional migration o and Srom each district.

Number per mille of actunal population of Number of f::::}leg’!:" 100 mxles
Immigrants. Emigrants. Immigrants. |» Emigrants.
Distriot and nataral divisions. Frot Vs J
conti- | From ;'[:o c‘c)) i3 0 conti- | From (To con- To
Total. | guous | other | Total. | "£90"%| other | guous | other (tignous | other
. dist- | places. ricts. | Places. |districts| places. | dis- | places.
riots. 3 tricts.
1 | 3 ’ 3 | 4 I 5 l 6 , 7 ' 8 ‘ 9 ’ 10 ’ 1
ASSAM . ; 15| 18] m| n| ' s 3| 82| | e| 3
BRAEMAPUTREA VALLEY 203 10 193 8 3 5 75 5 63 34
Goalpara s o 197 41 156 30 21 9 78 56 78 32
Kamrup an » 47 9 38 34 18 16 71 38 4] 12
Darrang . 321 38| 283 12 7 5 65 81 85 2
Nowgong - 128 18| 110 50 43 “y 58 69 92 38
Sibsagar 265 25 240 22 17 5 78 81 4 25
Lakhimpur 421 21 400 19 13 (] 70 80 79 36
SURMA VALLEY 83 12 7 22 18 4 92 82 92 25
Cachar . 222 b3 169 21 16 5 46 85 77 70
Sylhet €6 15 51 33 29 4 90 81 VE] 22
HiLis .. - 37 20 17 21 17 4 73 32 67 23
Garo Hills pegs - 81 65 16 23 21 2 82 38 72 ) 51
Khnsi and Jaintia Hills ... 49 18 31 15 1 4 59 30 66 66
Naga Hilla ... 24 10 14 58 52 6 73 27 74 17
Manipur... 23 13 -10 18 10 8 88 33 58. 17
Lushai Hills .. ad ki 53 25 55 50 5 93 21 105 6
SUBSIPIARY TABLE 1V.
Migration between natural divisions (actual figures) compared with 1901,
Number enumerated (000’s omitted) in natural divisions.
Natural divisions in which born.
tra :
Bm%?ﬁgs. Surma Valley. Hills, Total,
1 2 3 4 6
1T R 632 246 37
Total w1901 ... 491 287 32
Brahmaputra Valley . %8(1& i \ i 1(8) lg
1 ALl 3 e
Sul‘ma Va]ley . aee '}(9)0% 2 2 g
b e e .
: b B2 N 12 3 ass 15
Hl”s e o 1901 . 14 3 ok 17
X P91 on i 1 ol 1
Assam’ nnsPeCIﬁed ARl 1901 1Y) Lll] ae see swe
5 % 1900 L ieee 617 241 24 882
Outllde the provu:lcﬁ vay 1901 i 475 283 18 776
5
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.
Migration between the Province and other parts of India.
gt =0 i
i
. Excess(( +)) Oft defi-
Immigranis to Assam. Emigrants from Assam. ciency (—) of immi-
Province or State. i - i
111, | 1901, |Veriation| 1911. | 1901. [Variation.| 1911, 1901.
1 2 3 4 5 | 6 7 8 9
TOTAL o 831,118 750,809 | +80,309 | 79,193 51,317 | +27,8 [ 7
Ajmer-Merwara 748 ‘194 — ! 18 7, 4 +751 Wi +69-?-€g§
Andamans and Nicobars ... e 6 rif 140 o ~134 e
Baluchistan ... 207 655 | —a48 10 ; +197 | .
Bengal w | 193875 132,697 | +61,178 67,310 48,295 | +19,015 +126,565 | +84,402
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Bomba.y 2,563 1,420 +1,143 143 +89 +2,420 +1,36
Bur uas 2,299 1,666 +633 3,242 1,652 +1,590 —~943 +14
Centra.l India .Agency el 7,104 12,161 -5,057 8 e oo 47,096 | +12,161
ggongal Provinces and Berar 77,02; 74,787 | +2,234 191 19'{ - +76,830 | +74,590
Hyderabad State b T | )
Kashmir State ... e e b - SRR M oPAR, oo
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Mysore State ... 141 170 -29 48
orth-Western Frontier Province ... 109 21 } 3 ié’g i
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Punjab 3,495 175 +33% [§ i
Raijgluta.na Agency o o 11,6?(2) 9,332 + 2,284 11{ 8 +103 + 11,509 +9,328
yas + 51
United Provinoes of Agra and Oudh ... | 98432 |. 108,900 —10,468 1,222 830 +392 9
French and Portuguese Settlements " 36 "e b o S +7 s Hy
India, unspecified " 75 146 171 o o et
PART II.
Immigrants to Assam in Emigrants from Assam in Excess (+) or deﬂcien(sy (—) of
1911. o immigration over emigration, 1911.
Province or State.
(ii) (iii) i (i) (i) (ii) (i)
(i) Total. | British |Manipur| (i) Total. | British [Manipur| (i) Total. British nipur
territory.| State. territory.| State. territory. State.
1 ‘ 2 3 [ 4 5 6 2 8 9 10
TOTAL .. .. | 831,118 {829,081 ’ 2,087 | 79,193 | 76,496 (2,697 | +761925 |+762,585 | —660,
Brrriss THRRITORY .. | 797,219 795387 | 1,832 | 48,080 | 45,496 | 2,584 |+749,139 |+749,801 | —752
Ajmor-Merwara 46 46 e y
Andamans and Nlcoba.rs 6 6 140 110 30 ~134 ~104 e
{Port Blair).
Baluchistan (administered 190 190 ool 104 10 +180 +180. e
territories) '
Beng 191,912 191,612 300 86,490 36,376 114 + 155,422 +155,256 +186
Piber kad Oridie 393201 | 892608 | 503 6335 6,303 32 | +386,866 | -+386395| 4471
Bombay (including Aden) 853 41 12 142 108 34 +711 +1733 —22
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Central Provinces and Berar 73,@;‘1) 72, 471 20 186 146 40 +72,305 +72,325 20
Coor o o e .
Madus' (inclnding Tacea- | 84,507 34497 10 204 204 | o +24303 | +3428| O
dives)
North-West Frontier 91 86 5 20 10} Jao +71 76 -5
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Hyderalad State 119 159 | 1.4 5 ST +114 +114
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Cochin and Travancore.)
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North- -West Frontier Pro— 18 18 - 1 1 Nig +17 +17
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CHAPTER TV.

RELIGION.

42. This chapter is divided into two parts, of which the first deals with the statis-
tics, and the second contains some general information
regarding Hindus, which is inténded to be an addition to
that given in the last Census Report.

The statistics are contained in Imperial Tables VI, XVII, and XVIII, of which
the first shows all the religions by districts, and the latter two deal with Christians
only, Table XVII containing the territorial distribution of the Christian population by
sect and race, and Table XVIII .showing non-Indian Christians by race and age.
Besides these, there are six subsidiary tables attached to this chapter, showing (1) the
general distribution of the population by religion, (II) the distribution by districts of
the main religions, (III) the number and variations of Christians, (IV) the actual
numbers of the races and sects of Christians, (V) the distribution of Christians, (@) races
by sect, () sects by race, and (VI) the religions of the urban and the rural popula-
tion,

No attempt was made to alter the returns in the eensus schedules ; the number of
the adherents of each religion as given,

Introductory.

L2 R = o 5886709  therefore, by the people themselves is
Bikh 5257 shownin the margin. More than half are
Buddhist ... i o = 10513 Hindus, a little more than a quarter are
oy o o v Lol eSs Muhammadans, and less than one-fifth are
fnimist - - | 1,239,280 Animists. As there will -be something
" ———— more to say about Hindus than about the

Total .. 7089857 others, I propose to leave them until the

last and to treat the rest in the order of their numerical importance.

43. Muhammadans constitute more than half the-population of the Surma Valley,
about one-ninth of the Brahmaputra Valley, and dre a
negligible quantity in the Hills. This distribution is due
to historical causes; ‘Sylhet was conquered by the Muhammadans in the fourteenth
century and the people .took
to the religion of their rulers
just as did ‘their neighbours
in the east of Bengal: the
colonisation of Cachar by
: A the overflow from Sylhet

A ) LV STBSAGAR A ™ accounts for the large num-
ber of Muhammadans in
that district. In the Brah-
maputra Valley the Muham-
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fact is mainly due to immigration from over the border. In the whole province
Mubammadans have increased by 202 per cent. since 1901, the contribution of
fhe Brahmaputra Valley being no less than 42:8, while that of the Surma Valley
is16'3. The former rapid rate is due to the large immigration of Muhammadans
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from Bengal to Goalpara: the latter rate is higher than the rate of increase
amongst the general population, which is 1077, and is due to the fact that
the Muhammadans are more prolific than their neighbours because of their
partaking of more sustaining food and their freedom from prejudice on the ques-
tion of the marriage of widows. It is doubtful if any appreciable part of the increase
is due to conversions. The reasons given for the distribution and the progress in
growth of the Muhammadan community were treated so fully in the last Census
Report that it is unnecessary to refer to them in greater detail. It may be noted that
the large immigration which the province owes to the tea industry does not affect the
inerease of Muhammadans, who are rarely found as coolies on tea estates and in the
upper Brahmaputra districts, which owe so much to immigration, are doing little
more than holding their own : in Lakhimpur their percentage of the total population
has actually declined, though their absolute numbers show an increase.

4. Those who had no recognised religion were shown in column of the schedule
for religion under the name of their tribe. Large numbers
of such people have already been converted to Hinduism
and many of them now are so near the border line that it is difficult to say what they
are. The questions as to who were Hindus and who were not was raised in 1910 by
a circular of the Census Commissioner and was publicly discussed in the newspapers ;
the general effect of this was that Charge Superintendents, at least, were enlightened
as to the points in dispute and, when the discussion was ended by the announcement
that it had never been intended to class religions otherwise than as they were returned
by the people themselves, the result on the whole was that there was a greater tendency
to be accurate and in fact to carry out the orders as they were originully
issued.

Animists,

The basis of the form of” belief known as Animism is fear. Animism has been
described as—

in some sort the philosophy of the uncivilised man in virtue of which he constructs for him-
gelf a picture of the world so far as has an interest in it, It is occupied with the soul of the living
man as well as with the souls of living creatures, organisms, and even lifeless objects to which it like-
wise ascribes a soul or, to speak more correctly, soul-stuff. This soul-stuff becomeés the object of
worship. From a universal soul, an indestructable store of life, living souls flow to men, animals, plants,
metals, instruments, houses, ete. 'Whatever participates in this life-stuff is valuable and desirable.
The question for the Animist is how to vlace his own soul in relation to the souls surrounding him, and
{o their powers, which are partly injurious and partly useful, with as little danger to himself and as
much advantage to himself as possible. ¢ What must I do to protect and to enrich my soul ?” That is
the critical question of the Animistic catechism. Animism is the key to an understanding of ancestor
worship and of all that is commonly called heathen superstition . . . ... . The worship of spirits is
reared on the bas’s of Animism . . . . and has to do with demons and ancestors, . . . . for the spirits
of the dead in their malicious doings are scarcely distinguishable from the demons . . . . Earth, air
and Water are supposed to be peopled with spirits, They are most numerous in the forest and in the
waste fields, where they lie in wait for the living and afflict them with disease and madness or drag
them away to an awful death. They prowl round the houses at night, they spy through the crevices of
the partitions, or come into the hous: in the form of some man or beast. . . . The number of danger-
ous spirits to which human misery is traced back is legion. Warneck’s The Living Forces of the
Gospel, pp. 40, 63, 68.

The propitiation of these evil spirits practically forms the whole religion of the
primitive man. He has, it ds true, vague ideas of the existence of a good-natured
deity, but unfortunately the latter either has no power or does not care to restrain the
mischief of the spirits and consequently receives no prayers or worship. The actual
details of the beliefs of the Animists of this province are contained in the series of
ethnological monographs on different tribes which have been published by the orders
of Government under the general control of Lieutenant-Colonel Gurdon, €.s.1.,
Suﬁerintendent of Ethnography ; consequently, it is unnecessary for me to discuss
them further.
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45. As might be expected, Animists are found mainly in the Hills, where they
constitute over two-thirds

L bl ol 18 ___ " of the population : they also
J 1 exist along the edges of the

Brahmaputra Valley, where
their number is not very
much less than that found
in the Hills and is equiva-
lent to over 17 per cent.
of the inhabitants. In the
Surma Valley they are insig-
nificant and are slightly
more numerous in the plains
: . of Cachar than in Sylhet.
“REFERENCES. In the Naga and Lushai
No. per 10,000 of goputation |  HLills over mine-tenths of the
people still cling to their
primitive ideas, and even in

Below 200

U the Khasi and Jaintia Hills,

1500-3000 where Christianity has made

} 3500-4500 such strides, over four-fifths

e of the people are still uncon-

! g verted. In North Cachar
| ; Over 9000%.

, . and Manipur Animists con-
T : . * stitute less than half the
population owing to the

spread of Hinduism.

Since the last census Animists have increased in the province by 16 per cent. or
nearly one per cent. more than the growth of the general population ; the rates of
increase in the Brahmaputra Valley and the Hills are almost equal, but there has been
a declite of nearly one-fifth in the Surma Valley. The increase in the Brahmaputra
Valley is slightly above that of the general population and has been gained to a certain
extent by immigration, but more by greater accuracy in the record of religions.: in
Darrang the number of Animists has grown by 38 per cent., in Sibsagar by nearly 42
per cent. and in Lakhimpur by nearly 327 per cent.; in Nowgong, where there is not
much immigration, Animists are now over 35 per cent. more numerous than they were
10 years ago, though the general population grew by only 16 per cent.; in Kamrup,
however, though the growth in the total population was over 13 per cent., Animists
have increased by less than 12 per cent. and the difference is probably due to conver-
sions to Hinduism. There is an extraordinary decrease in Goalpara where there are
only 47,339 Animists against 125,618 at the last census, and the proportion per
10,000 of the population has fallen from 2,719 to 788; this decrease is due to the
conversion by one Sib Narayan Swami* of large numbers of Meches to what they style
the Brahma religion, which has nothing to do with Brahmo Somaj, but apparently
purports to be a form of the Vedic Hinduism. 1In all the hill districts except North
Cachar and Manipur the proportion of Animists has declined : in North Cachar the
presence of large numbers of Pathans on railway construction gave a temporary
importance to the Muhammadan population in 1901, and the slight proportional increase
in Manipur isdue to a more accurate census in the hills of the State. The population
of the Hills has grown by 18'5 per cent., but the increase in Animists is only 176 :
the spread of Christianity is responsible for a great part of the difference,

46. Though the rate of growth of Christianity since 1901 is less than that at the
last two censuses, it is no less than 85 per cent. and there
are now over eight times the number of Christians that
there were thirty years ago. Success is usually obtained amongst Animistic tribes who
have not yet felt the attraction of Hinduism. The percentage of increase in the
Brahmaputra Valley is nearly 70, in the Surma Valley 546, and in the Hills 96-2.
The community is strongest in the latter division, where there are 423 Christians in
every 10,000 of the population and is lowest in the Surma Valley, where the proportion
is only 9, while in the Brahmaputra Valley it is 68 : in the provinee as a whole the
number per 10,000 is only 94 against 59 in 1901 and 81 in 1891. Subsidiary Table
1IT gives the actual number in each district and the variations since 1881. A little
less than half the total number is confined to the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, where there
are now 31,257 Christians. In the Hills as a whole there are twice as many as there
arein the Brahmaputra Valley, and the number in the Surma Valley is insignificant,

* He was an up-country Brahnan who preached a form of Vedic Hinduism in many parts of India and in

his later days in Calcutta : he was received with favour by the Rajbansis zemindar of Goalpara and threcugh them
about ten years ago he got into touch with the Meches. :

Christians.
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The groatest increase was in the Lushai Hills, where there are now 2,161
against 45 ten years ago, and the next in the Naga Hills, which now contain 3,308 :
in the Khasi an1 Jaintia Hills the increase has been over 80 per eent. in spite of the
previous largs number, and in the Garo Hills the number has nearly doubled. In the
Brahmaputra Valley the only districts with over 5,000 Christians are Sibsagar and
Goalpara, wherd the rates of increase are 117 and 50 per cent. respectively : the
lowest percentage was nearly 41 in Nowgong. 1In Sylhet, though the total is small,
the number of Christians doubled since 1901.  These figuves show wonderful progress.

47. Bubsidiary Table IV shows the actual numbers of Christians by seet and race,
which are distributed per mille in Subsidiary Table V. The largast sect is the Pres-
byterian, which is representsl by the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist mission of ths
Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and the next the Baptist : these two communities include
between them four-fifths of the Christians of the province : ths Anglican Communion,
the Lutherans, and the Roman Catholies practically make up the remainder. Two-
thirds of the Europeans are members of the Anglican Communion and Anglo-Indians
are fairly dividad between that and Roman Catholicism, but there is little doubt that
numbers of Anglo-Indians returned themselves as Europeans in spite of the abolition
of the name of Eurasian. The distribution of Europeans by sect is very similar to that
at the last census, but the namher of Anglo-Indians has increased, especially the
Roman Catholics. Indian Christians constitute 959 to every 1,000 and nearly half
of them are Presbyterians and over one-third are Baptists, so that, practically speaking,
the reraaining sects are not worth much consideration : it may, however, be noted that
out of every 1,000 Indian Christians 59 are Luthsrans, 53 are Anglicans, and 38 are
Roman Catholics.

4.8. The most sucesssful Christian mission is that of the Welsh Calrvinistic
Methodists, which has its headquarters in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and small
branches in the Lushai Hills, Cachar, and Sylhet, where its efforts are mainly confined
to the Namasudra caste. The next in importance is the American Baptist mission,
which works in all the districts of the Brahmaputra Valley except Darrang,
in the Naga Hills, Garo Hills, Khasi Hills, and Manipur. The German
Evangelical Lutheran (Gossner’s) mission has branches in Kamrup, Sibsagar,
anl Lakhimpur. The Society for Propagation of the Gospel works in Cachar,
Darrang, and Sibsagar. Roman Catholics have missions in Sylhet, Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, Kamrup and Lakhimpur. Besides the above, there are the following
in individual districts :—Free Church of Scotland Santhal Mission and Ame-
rican Presbyterians in Sylhet, Church of God (American) Mission in the Khasi
Hills, the Baptist Missionary Society and the Lakher Pioneer Congregationalist Mis-
sion in the Lushai Hills, the Indian Home Mission to the Santhals (Lutheran Church
of Denmark) in Goalpara, the Church Missionary Society and Canadian Independent
Baptist Mission in Lakhimpur. Briefly, in the hills these missions work amongst
the Animistic tribes and in the plains- are mostly concerned with the aboriginal
importations to the tea gardens: in the Brahmaputra Valley efforts are made to
attract the local Animists also, e.g., the Mikirs of Nowgong, the Kacharis of Darrang,
and the Rabhas of Goalpara, but without any great success at present, except perhaps
amongst the Mikirs. The fact that large numbers of tea coolies come from Chota
Nagpur, where there is much missionary entorprise, is probably one reason for the
general direction of the work in the plains : for example, the German Lutheran
Mission came from Chota Nagpur to look affer its emigrant converts. Converts
usually consist of isolated individuals. No material inducements are offered and the
main desire of the Animists seems to be freedom from the terrors amidst which they
live, but there is no doubt that they are influenced by the care and attention which
the Christians receive from the missionaries and by the education which is imparted
in mission schools. The most striking example of the spread of education' is in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills, where it is not too much to say that the Welsh Mission has
revolutionised the district ; and in the hill districts generally a good deal of educa-
tion is done. In the plains schools are too eymmon o be a source of attraction and
work is mostly confined to preaching and visiting.

49. As the numbers are small, I place together Brahmos, Sikhs, Jains, and Bud-
dhists. The Brahmos are strongest in the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, where no doubt the presence of the Govern-
ment offices contributad largely to their increase from 83 to 252 : indeed their num-
ber has declined in every district except this and Goalpara, where there has been a
small increase : it is only amongst the educated classes that the Brahmo Somaj
obtained adherents, and it would appear from enquiries that greater laxity in caste

Minor rellgions,
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matters has weakened the tendency to desert orthodoxy. Sikhs are still most numer-
ous in Nowgong, wheré they are mostly employed on the railway at Lumding. The
Marwaris, who have the monopoly of trade in the Brahmaputra Valley, ave rZsP'oﬁsi-'
ble for the fact that over four-fifths of the Jains are found there. Over half of the
Buldhists were censused in Lakhimpur and about one-fifti in Sibsagar : in both
districts they ave old Barmesé immigrants, who live near the frontier: in the rest of the
Bralmaputra Valley they are Bhutia traders who had not raturned to the hills bafore
the census day : their number elsewhere is negligible.

B0. T have left Hindus to the last, though they are the largest community in the

Hindus.
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the relatively greater progress amonzst the latfer have been referred to above.
In the Brahmaputra Valley and in the Hills the rate of increase, though about
8 per cent. less than that of the population as a whole, is mnearly 16 per
cent., but in the Surma Valley it is only 57 per cent., as it was in 1901.
Turning to individual districts, we see that in every distriet of the Brahmaputra Valley
except Goalpara thas proportion of Hindus has fallen owing to the increase of Animists
and, to a small extent, of Muhammadans : the figures of Goalpara have been explained
above in connection with the decrease of Animists in that district. The same pheno-
menon appears in the Surma Valley, where it is due entirely to the expansion of the
Muhammadans. In the Hills the proportion of Hindus has grown in the Garo Hills,
which contains two plains mauzas, and in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, w}wre the
presence in Shillong of Government clerks is the main cause, but has fallen ia all the
other distriets : the decrease is due to adventitious causes in North Cachar, where the
building of the railway attracted outsiders in 1901, and to a certain extent in the
Naga Hills, where the military strength has been reduced, but there has also been
a development of Christianity : in- Manipur the more accurate census of the hilly
tracts has increased the proportion of Animists, and in the Lushai Hills conversions
to Christianity have brought down theé proportion of Hindus.

51, The circnlar of the Census Commissioner referred to above raised the
question of the criterion by which a Hindu is identified
ag gueh. The opinions received were so divergent even
regarding the ideas connotold by the word ¢ Hindu ’ that a discussion of them- would
be to little parpose. Sir Alfred Lyall in delivering the Rede Lecture at Cambridge
in 1891 said :—

If I were asked for a definition of Hinduism, I could give no precise answer ; I could not define
it concisely by giving its central doctrines and its essential articles of faith ; as I might do in
describing one of the greab historical raligions. For the word Hindu is nof exclusively a rghglous
denomination ; it denotesalsy & country, and to & certain degree a race. When we speak of a

What Isa Hindu ?
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* Christian, a Mahomedan, or a Buddhist, we mean a particular religious community, in the widest sense
without distinction of race or place. When we talk of a Rassian or a_Persian, weindicate country or
parentage without distinction of creed. But when a man tells me that he is a Hindu, I know that
he means all three things together—Religion, Parentage, and Country. I can be almost sure that he
is an inhabitant of India, I know that he is an Indian by birth and deseent ; and as to his religion, the
word Hindu, though it is rather indefinite, undoubtedly places him within one of the many groups or
castes that follow the ordihances and worship the gods who are recognised by the Brahmans.

The essential point of this deseription lies in the last few lines;in order, however,
to show how widely it may be interpreted, enquiries were made as to what castes and
tribes returned as Hindus and contributing more than 1 per mille of population do
not conform to certain standards or are subject to certain restrictions : it is probable
that the list is not exhaustive, but so far as it goes, it will afford material for such

conclusions as the reader may care to make :—

I. Castes which deny the su- [ 1, Jugi 91,135 | In Surma Valley only.
premacy of the Brahmans. ]
2. Baishnab or Bairagi... 11,344 | Sangjogi sect ; number un-~
. known,
3. Matak ... s 9,242
4. Mahapurushia 500,000 | In theory, but not now
apparently in practice, a
sect numbering probably
500,000. '
5. Ratikhoa, A sect, number unknown,
II. Castes which do not receive | 1. Muchi ... 13,644
the manira from a Brah- [ 2. Chamar iy 54,234
man or other recognised
Hindu guru.
III. Castes which are not | L. /n the Surma Valley— | 1,030,322
served by good Brahmans all except Brahmans,|
as family priests. Kshatriyas, Va,i((iiyas,
Kayasthas, Sudras,
and the Navasaks.
Y1 In the Brakmaputra .
Valley— 1
1. Ahom ... we | 197,840
2. Boria | ... : 21,495
3. Brittial Baniya 9,080
4. Chutia- ... 85,358
5. Hira 16,348
6. Jugi ... 77,880
7. Keot . .., 45,000 | Only the Jaliya section of
the Keot caste: numbes
estimated.
8. Koch (Saru) 50,000 | Number estimated,
9. Nadiyal o 68,323
10. Namasudra . 19,756
11. Rajbansi 181,648
12. Baha ' v 17,114
13. Saraonia 12,222
1V. Castes which have no | 1. Jugi ., we | 169,097
Brahman priests at all. 2. Matak ... T 9,242
3. Brittial Baniya s 9,084
4. Muchi ... 13,644
5. Chamar.., 54,234
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VI. Castes which cause pollu- [ 1. Muchi ... o 13,644
tion by touch. 2. Chamar 54,234
3. Dhoba ... 33,855
4, Dom ... 29,456
VIIL Castes which bury their | - 1. Jugi ... e | 150,000 | In Brahmaputra  Valley
dead. 2. Bairagi ... 11,344 | only the Kanikuria Jogis:
3. Chamar.., 54,234 | number estimated.

In the Brahmaputra Valley it is hard to say when the new converts definitely
become Hindus, especially as many of them cling to their old habits of eating and
drinking. I remember meeting some Miris in the east of Darrang, who told me that
they continued to eat fowls and to drink liquor, though they had come under
the tutelage of a Gossain, but were careful to avoid these infringements of his preeepts’
in his presence : when I questioned them as to why they became dhakats of a Hindu
Gossain if they did not obey him in matters of food and drink, they said that they
were strangers in a strange land, and unless they made some arrangement with the
gods of the place or their representative, there was no knowing what evils might
befall them : hence they placed themselves under the care of the Gossain and paid him
his annual fee in order to be on the safe side. No doubt in a few generations
these people will have attained recognition as orthodox Hindus, but it is impossible to
define the border line which they must cross. Amongst such people as these
the missionary efforts of the Vaishnava Gossains of the Brahmaputra Valley have been
very successful, but this subject has been treated so fully in the Census Reports of
1891 and 1901 that it is unnecessary to do more than mention it here.

62. Ome point in conmection with the Vaishnavism of Assam is worth eonsidering,
i.e., whether Sankar Deb, its founder, drew inspiration
v from Chaitanya, the great reformer of Bengal, as is stated
in the last two Census Reports of Assam. The Society for the Improvement of the
Assamese Language, Gauhati, has taken up the question and strongly objeets to
the accounts hitherto given. It claims that Sankar Deb was antecedent to Chaitanya
in his birth and reforms. The four extant biographies of Sankar Deb place his birth
in the year 1371 Sak (1449 A. D.), whereas Chaifanya was born in 1467 84k and was
36 years younger. But as Sankar Deb is said to have lived 120 years, it has been
assumed that either the date of his birth or that of his death is wrong. It is claimed
that there is evidence that Sankar Deb began preaching first. It is stated by
Gunabhiram that the Baro Bhuinyas under Sankar Deb were subdued by the Ahoms in
1427 84k, though Tamuli Phukan omits to mention Sankar Deb in this connection.
The accuracy of the latter’s dates is apparently beyond dispute, and his omission of the
name of Sankar Deb is a ttributed to the fact that he was a S4kta and consequently
refused to consider a Sudra like Sankar Deb a great man. Theve is little doubt that
the Bralhman influence, which soon divided the Vaishnavas of the Brakmaputra Valley
into Bdmunids and Mahépurushids, embittered the former, and it is not impos-
sible that Tamuli Phukan’s omission of the name of Sankar Deb was due to
prejudice. If we aecept the date 1427, we must conclude that Samkar Deb was
-actually preaching at a time when Chaitanya was only 20 years of age and had not yet
received his call. The biographies of Sankar Deb state that he was edueated in Assam
in the {3/ of Pandit Mahendra Kandali, and that he went on pilgrimage only twice in
his life, first when he was forty and lastly when hewas eighty years old.:at the time of
his first pilgrimage Chaitanya was only four years old, if we accept the date of Sankar
Deb’sbirth, Neither of the reformers mention: the other in his writings, and it is impro-
bable that 8ankar Deb would have omitted the name of Chaitanya, if the latter had been
his guru. The above are the external grounds advanced by the Mahdpurushifs. The
internal evidence furnished by the difference in the teachings of the two reformers
is stronger: Sankar Deb womhipped Vishnu alone, while Chaitanya wor
shipped Radha and Krishna: the exclusion of the female energy from the creed of
the former isa most important distinction: moroever, Sankar Deb excluded females
entirely, while Chaitanya admitted them as diseiples. Lastly, there is a separate seet
of Chaitanya, Panthis in Assam. All this evidence, it is. claimed, points to the
inference that Sankar Deb was independent of Chaitanya and was not influenced by
him : the present view to:the contrary is mot a recent one, but apparently arose soon
after Sankar Deb’s death perhaps owing to the quarrel between the Brahmans and the

Sankar Deb and Chaitanya.
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Mahd purushis, which is still in evilence. 1Itis not unnatural that the Bamaunias
should be reluctant to accept the claim that a Sudra was their founder, but on the
whole they are probably correct in their attitude.

53. Brahmans and Vaidyas, who wear the sacred thread, should strictly perform
sandhya, i.e., recite prayers three times a day, at dawn, after
bathing, at noon and at sunset, but usually the morning
and the noon sandhya are done together before the morning meal ; at the same time
a libation of water is poured out in honour of deceased ancestors (farpan) and the
family idols are worshipped in the house. = If the head of the Brahman household
cannot or, as in the case of some advanced persons, will not do this himself, he must
have the ceremonies performed by another Brahman. If the full sandhya is nob
performed, the saying of Gayatr:, a part thereof, is essential and is done by most
Brahmans. Members of other high castes may possess family idols, provided that
their worship is perfermed by a Brahman, but only rich people can entertain such
priests. What idols are kept in the house depends on the sect of the householder ;
Salagram stones are common to all, but a Sakta will keep an image of Durga, a
Saiva an image or ingam of Siva, and a Vaishnava images of Radha and Krishna :
in the Brahmaputra Valley most people do not keep any idol.  One correspondent
" writes that in Sylhet non-Brahman gentlemen of mature years are reluctant to go to
sleep without reciting, at least once, the mantra received from their gura. Instead
of the sandhya, etc., non-Brahman Vaishnavas often chant hymns three times a day,
especially in the Brahmaputra Valley. Tending the zulsi plant is said to be an
universal daily custom among the higher castes in Sylhet and Cachar, but in the
Brahmaputra Valley it is usually in the month of Kartik only that lamps are lit
before it. Lower castes have no daily worship. In the Brahmaputra Valley there
is a public Namghar or house of prayer either in every village or reserved for two or
three villages; it should not be confounded with the family Zhakurghar or Gossain-
ghar, where the household idols are kept. ~Though the Namghar is public, Doms
and Haris are not admitted at all and they as well as Ahoms, Borias, Chutias, Jugis,
and Nats, who are not altogether prohibited from entrance, have usually separate
Namghars of theic own. The villagers assemble for prayer at the great festivals and
on the appearance of epidemic. .
The principal periodic festivals beginning from Baisakh, the first month of the
Hindu year, are as follows :— :
(1) Rath Jatra in honour of Jagannath in the month of Ashar, (2) Jhulan
Jatra in Sraban and (3) Jawmastam: in Bhadra, both in honour of
Krishna, (4) Durga Puja and (5) Lakshmi Puja in Asvin or Kartik,
(6) Kali Puja and (7) Jagaddhatri Puja in honour of Durga and (8) Rash
Jatra in honour of Krishna in Kartik, (9) Paus Sankrant: or Magh
Bikhu in Paus, (10) Saraswati Puja in Magh, (11) Sibaratri and (12) Dol
Jatra in honour of Krishna in Phalgun, and (13) Chait Sankranii or
Baihag Biku on the last day of the year.

Brahman priests alone can ‘officiate at these periodic pujas, which are usually
celebrated in the houses of well-to-do Brahmans or high caste Sudras, but the poorer
classes often combine to hold a joint worship. It is impossible in the space at my
disposal to discuss the ceremonies customary on these occasions, but in the next
paragraph is given an account of three Bikus of the Brahmaputra Valley.

In times of need special ceremonies are performed : Kali is generally worshipped
on the appearance of cholera, Sitala in an outbreak of small-pox, Narayan in times of
drought, Rupashi Brata to remove barrenness. Amongst the lower Assamese castes,
in cases of sickness, village demons or ghosts, which are known as Buradangaria and
are supposed to live in big trees, |are propitiated by offerings of flowers, eggs, rice,
flour, betel-nuts, and plantains: the ceremony usually takes place at night and
includes the lighting of a lamp fed with mustard oil. ~In the Brahmaputra Valley
the most common ceremony is the singing of hymns (namgoa) and the reading of
sacred books (Kirtan seva). To gain any desired object or to cvercome danger there
is a special form of invocation called Satya-seva or Thakur-seva in which Vishnu only
is worshipped : at this ceremony, after the singing of hymns, a paste made of rice
flour mixed with ripe plantains, ghee, gur, honey and milk is offered to Vishnu and
is then distributed and eaten with reverence by the assembled people.

Male animal sacrifices are offered to & wumber of deities : castrated goats are slain
in honour of Vishnu and Siva, who also receives rams; Kali, Durga and Manasha
receive goats, buffaloes, pigeons, drakes, rams, and sometimes tortoises : the animals are

Hindu worship.
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worshipped before being sacrificed. Near Bhumraguri bill outside Tezpur there is
a small temple called Manuhkata Debalai, where human sacrifices took place in the
{ime of the Ahom kings, It is said that young cowherds used to offer a grasshopper
(pharinga) there every day, using two blades of buranga grass to perform_ the
sacrifice : a grasshopper was provided by each of the boys in turn, but one day none
could be found and the cowherds decided that the boy who failed to procure it should
be offered up himself instead, and he was there and then sacrificed ‘with the baranga
grass. In Sylhet human sacrifices were offered by the Raja of Jaintia in the temple
of Jainteswari and his territory was annexed in 1835 on account of his complicity in
the capture of some British subjects who were slain as offerings.

In the Brahmaputra Valley there is no exception to the rule that in the worsbip
of the gods the priest must bea Brahman. Grahabipras or Ganaks officiate when the
planets are worshipped. ~ Amongst the lower castes the form of worship is usually

rayer and the singing of hymns, at which an ordinary caste man can recite and
direct the hymns. In the Surma Valley Jugis have their own priests; in the case of
minor deities amongst the Namasudras a specially inspired member of the caste often
acts as priest.  In both valleys there are degraded Brahmans who officiate at the
marriages and other domestic ceremonies of the lower castes.

54. In the Brahmaputra Valley there are three great Bi/us or raral festivals, the
Chait or Baihag Bihu or New Year’s Day to celebrate return
of summer and the commencement of the agricultural year,
the Kati Bihu on the last day of Asvin, which signalises the completion of the sowing
of the crops, and the Magh Biku or harvest festival at the end of the reaping of the

addy. The first issaid to be rangali or full of amusement, the second £ungals or poor,
and the third dhugali or full of good cheer. A common feature of all is that on the first
day of the Biku the older people do not eat boiled rice, fish, or meat, but live on
parched rice (chira), fried powdered rice (sandok), or cakes made of rice flour, curds,
gur, and milk. But on the night of that day they inlulge in large quantities of rich
food, including rice, fish, and meat, and hospitality is freely given to friends and
relatives.

The Baihag Bihu begins on the last day of Chaitra and lasts for the first seven davs
of Baisakh. On the morning of the first day the people smear turmeric and pulse on -
the foreheads of the cattle and on themselves and then bathe the cattle in rivers or
tanks. On returning home, the younger people bow before their elders and receive
blessings for thenew year. A Brahman will then perform sandhya and worship
the domestic idols and the cthers sing hymns in honour of Lord Krishna to th2 accom-
paniment of cymbals and the clapping of hands. After this a meal of cakes, chira,
ete., is taken :  the kind of cake most in favour at the Baikag Bihu is called the bara
pitha or ghila pitha or gorw pitha; it is a small round flat cake made of rice flour and
sugar fried in mustard oil and it is called goru pitha becanse in the evening the
cows are fed with it. In the afternoon the young people indulge in sports, which
include racing, Audugudu (which corresponds to the English game of prisoners), ball-
throwing, fighting for cocoanuts, ete. Brahman pandits write prayers on the leaves of
the nakor tree, asking Mahadeb to protect the houses from storms, and these leaves are
preserved in the eaves. The Acharjis or Grahabipras read the new almanac and
declare who will be the king, who the mantri amongst the gods for the year, and what
will be the effects thereof, ete. New clothes woven at home are presented by the
women to their husbands, brothers, and sons. Inthe evening all the cattle are given
new ropes for tethering and before the cowshed a fire is made of paddy husks and some
leaves, and the smoke is fanned into the cowshed ; the fans are washed beforehand
and brought into use from the next day, but no one can use them without having
fanned the smoke as above. In the night time parties sing hymns recounting the
doings of Krishna as the cowherd of Brindaban and visit the houses of the well-to-
do : the songs are accompanied by eclapping of hands, drums, and cymbals. This first
day is called the Goru Bihu, because the cows are anointed and bathed, and the next
day is called the Maxuh Bikhu, because friends and relatives are entertained and every
one tries to enjoy himself as much as possible. The whole festival generally lasts for
seven days and is hence called the Bokagar Sat Biku, but in some places it lasts for
nearly a month. After the first day youths and maidens dance together in the open
fields and courtships begin which often result in runaway marriages and so-called
marriages by capture. The old people amuse themselves with buffalo fights,
cock-fighting, and games of dice and cowries. But now-a-days the gaieties of the Biku
are much less than formerly ; in Lower Asssam the youths and maidens no longer
dance together, though they still do so in Nowgong and Tezpur. In the days of the
Ahom kings there used to be bull fights, falconry, contests with swords, spears, and
arrows.

Bihus.
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The Kat: Biku takes place on the last day of Asvin and is regarded as a poor one
because there are no mnew food supplies at this time of the year, but hospitality is dis-
ensed at night to friends and relatives. The principal characteristic of this festival
1s the planting and worship of Zulsé plants. Iin the evening the newly-planted fulsi
is worshipped by offering oblations and singing hymns and during the month of
Kartik many people regularly light a mustard oil lamp before it.

For some time before the Magh Biku sheds of a more or less unsubstantial cha-
racter are erected in the fields by the boys of the village and fuel is stored in them.
On the evenine of the last day of Paus the boys assemble at these sheds and have a
feast, the materials of which are provided by their parents and friends : after the feast
they spend the whole night singing rustie songs* and dancing inside the sheds by the
side of a fire, Early next morning after bathing they throw ghee on the roofs of the
sheds, at the same time reciting manéras, and then set them on fire. They then go home
and bow before their parents and elders and are given cakes of various kinds and fruits
to eat. As mentioned above, no boiled rice is eaten during the day: the favourite
eake on this oceasion is called chunga pitha, which is prepared by baking rice flour
in a hollow bamboo. So far as the bogs ave concerned, the festival seems to be a
celebration by them of the termination of their duties as cowherds, as from this day the
cattle are allowed toroam whers they wish over thefields, but it is said that the burning
of the sheds is an offering to 4gni, the god of fire, and it is certain that Agn: is wor-
shipped on that day by all heuseholders, especially Brahmans, with offerings of ghee,
cakes, fried rice, ete., and reeitations of mantras; ana some people, under the belief that
they can increase the fruitfulness of betel-nut, mango, and jaeck trees, ete., strike them
on the Bihuday with the half-burnt bamboos of the sheds in whieh the boys pass the
night.

55. The main seets of Hindus were deseribed in the last Assam Census Report and
-all that is attempted here is to supplement the informas

tion there given. Since 1901 a new Vaishnava sect called
Hashi-Kannar Dal has appeared in the Habiganj subdivision of Sylhet : the details of
their form of worship are kept seeret : but they are sail to laugh and ecry
alternately while sittingin a circle under the presidency of 'their gnru and derive
their name from this practice. The Kiskors Bhajan sect of Cachar still exists: it is
said to be another formof Sekajia ; a detailed account of the sect is contained in. Babu
Akshay Kumar Datta’s Upashat Sampradaya /1. The similar sect in the Brahma-
putra Valley was referred toin the last Census Report under the nameof Ratikhoa :
it is divided into two sections, known asthe Purnadharias and the Putimechis. Its
founder is said to have beenone Gopal Ata, a follower of Sankar Deb, who quar-
relled with him and set up as an independent preacher at Nunmati in Kamrup. His
followers do not recognise the authority of the Vedas or the supremaey of the Brahmaxs
and have no caste restrictions ; men and women worship togetherat night and observe
no restriction in the matter of food or drink at the feasts which they hold on these
occasions, though outwardly they obey all the ordinary Hindw rules. The Puti-
mechias differ from the Purnadharias in observing these rules in their assemblies, but
are apparently just as lax in their morals.

In the Brahmaputra Valley generally Hindus are included in one of the follow+
ing four Sanhatis or prescribed paths :—Purusha Sanhati, Brahma Sanhati, Kala
Sanbati, and Nika Sanhati. The Purusha Sanhati includes the Mahapurushias
proper. The Brahma Sanhati includes the Damodarias and Haridevias, z.e., the followers
of the Brahman reformers of these names, who deny that they owe anything to Sankar
Deb. The Kala Sanhati is comprised of sects which profess to be followers of
Sankar Deb, but are not Mahapurushias, 7.e., the Moamarias and the Putimechias and
the Purnadharias. Nika or White Sanhati is the name given to a more rigid sect of
Mahapurushias. .

Hindus. in Assam are mainly Saktas or Vaishnavas : Sivaitism is, unimportant.
In spite of the apparent distinction between these two main sects, we find that they
are not mutually exclusive, and that a Vaishnava will worship Durga, Kali, and other
deities of the Sakti cultand a Sakta will not neglect the worship of Vishnu and the
performance of Jhulan and Dol, which are essentially Vaishnava ceremonies. Gene-
rally, however, a Vaishnava abstains from a meat diet and does not sacrifice animals,
It has been claimed that Vaishnavasare at heart monotheists and Saktas pantheists.
Engquiries. were made on this point and others concerning the differences between the
two sects, but the replies are so vague that if is impossible to draw any conclusions
from them. ‘

Some Hindu sects.

*These songs are mostly indecent, but I managed to obtain three, of which one is a child’s patter song, anathen
ofers to the fate of Maniram Dewan, who was hanged at Jorhat in 1857, and the last is a pretty love song.
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1.

General distribution of the population by Religion.

L]
é ) Proportion per 10,000 of population in Variation per cent. (increase+ | Net varia-
: 5 decrease—). tion.
Religion and locality. =
EE : : :
31 1911. 1901. 1891. 1881. #£1901-1911.| 1891-1901.| 1881-1891.|1881-1911.
1. 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
HINDU,
Assam ... 3,838,769 5437 5,597 5,472 6258 | " +11'9 +14'4 —61 +202
Brahmaputra Valley 2,180 339 7,014 7,182 6,984 8 504 +159 +99 —96 +152
Surma Valley 1,403,985 4,771 5,000 4,980 5,0 30 +57 +57 +106 +23'6
Hills 254,445 2,523 2,584 599 2,661 +157 +627'3 —81'6 + 945
MUSALMAN,
Assam 5 1,901 03" © 2,693 2,581 2,710 2,591 | 7 +20°2 ] +66 +12:3 +43'8
Bmhma‘z;utra V&lley 355, 1,143 950 981 918 +428 +36 +176 +739
Snrma alley 1,520, 392 5,166 4,920 4,904 4,906 | " +16'3 +5'7 +11'6 +372
25,320 251 299 136 156 —'5 +271°2 —292 +161°5
-ANIMIST.
Asssm 1,239,280 1,755 1,744 1,771 1,1% +160 +10°2 +691 +1161
rahmaputra Va.lley 538,994 1,734 1,782 1,974 534 +15'5 —3'5 +307-1 +353'8
Snrma. alley ot 15,580 53 73 110 59|  —198 —29'9 | ° +1087 +173
684,706 | 6,790 6,845 9,080 185 | 4176 |  +270 +38 | +551
CHRISTIAN, 3
Assam . 66,562 94 59 31 14 +851 | +1135 +137-2 +8375
Brahmaputra Va.lley 21 272 68 43 28 14 +69'8 +83+7 +1168 45764
Surma Valley 2,629 9 6 6 5 +54°6 +171 | 4269 +1298
Hills 42,661 423 256 170 45 +96:2 | 41536 | +2051 | +1,4176
BUDDHIST.
Assam 10,513 15 15 14 13 +180 +15°8 +172 +60'1
Brahmaputra an]ey s 9,791 31 30 28 29 +23'3 +14'5 +79 + 524
Surma Valley - a 44 o ” . +109°5 | " +1100 [" ... -
Hills . 678 7 11 15 2 - —286 +26°0 | +4348 +380'9
OTHERS. .
Agsam il 7 3,701 5 4 3 1 +36'4 | 4832 +324°4 +960°5
Brahmaputra Valley 2,953 9 8 5 1 +406 +583 | +4204 | +1,0580
Surma Valley 208 i 1 —191 | + 1073 + 590 +166°7
Hills i 540 5 4 1 +521 | +1,083°3 +875 | +3,275'01

* The absolute variation is +44,

SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.
Distribution by Districts of the main Religions.

Number per 10,000 of ths population who are

District and Natural Division. Hindus, Muhammadans. Animists.
1911, [ 1901. 1891. } 1881 . | 1911, \ 1901, I ]891.] 1881. | 1911, 1901. ’ 1891. f 1881.
- <N
1 2 3 ’ 4 5 6 7 8 ( 9 10 ! 11 12 13
ASSAM - 5,437 5,597 5472 | 6,258 2,693 | 2,581 (2,710 | 2,591 L755 | 1,744 1,771 } 1,124
BRAHMAI:’UTRA VaLLeY 7,014 7,182 6,984 8,504 (1,143 | 950 | 981 | 918 | " 1,734 1,782 1,974 ! 534
Goalpara 5,573 | 4,409 4,6317 7374 (3,522 [ 2,779 {2,751 2,348 88| 279 ] ‘2567 262
Kamrup i 6,876 { 6,914 | 7,019 | 8836 | 968 | 911 | 873 | 782 | 2,105 | 2132 2,097 364
Darrang 6,502 7,095 6,367 | 9,213 | 538 | 515 | 599 | 567 | 2,882 2,326 | 2,985 | 177
Nowgong 5856 | 6,422 6,226 | 8040 | 517 | 482 | 411 | 388 3,560 3,054 3,343 & 1,560
Sibsagar - | 8623| 85| o157 | o173 | 481 416 433 | 423 | sz 66| 85%| o7
Lakhimpur 7,846 | 8,979 8,944 | 8460 | 286 | 821 | 318 | 323 1,635 484 493 910
SurMA VALLEY 4,771 5,000 4,980 5,030 |5.166 | 4,920 [4,904 |4,906 53 73 110 59
Cachar plains... o 6,488 | 6,725 | 6,528 | 6,449 |3,311 |3,055 3,070 | 8,145 177 194 378 330
Sylhet v 4,444 4,680 | 4.715 4,821 | 5,519 | 5,265 (5,217 | 5,157 29 50 64 18
HiLLs 252 | 958 59| se61| 251 29| 136 | 156| emo| 6845| om0 7135
Garo Hills 1,310 960 937 1448 | 517 | 564 | 460 | 377 7811 8,192 8472 | 8,099
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 402 265 230 336 65 55 | 41 33| 8187 | 8815| 98366 | 9504
North Cachar | 5,521 5858 | 4,310 4,478 i@!‘ 1,422 8 1] 4283 | 2656 5,651 5,519
Naga Hills ... - 283 N7 361 133 21 14 17 9 9,473 9,565 | 9,571 9,858
Manipur - 5,816 | 5,996 o 5,920 | 419 | 365 | .. 220 | 3,78 | ‘8,651 vee 3,857
Lushai Hills ... 385 499 368 34 25 49 9,274 | 9542 | 9,578
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IIL

Christians, number and variations.

Actual number of Christians in Variation per cent.
District and Natural Division. ]
1911. 1901. 1891. 1881, |1901-1911. | 1891-1901.| 1884-1891.| 1881-1911.
1 2 3 ] 4 5 6 7 8 9
ASSAM e ks & 66,562 35,969 16,844 7,100 | + 8505 | +113'54 | +137'24 |+ 83749
BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY 21,272 12,526 6,817 3,145 | + 6982 | + 8374 | +116°75 |+ 576:37
Goalpara 5,252 3,495 1,632 513 | + 5027 | +11415 | +21812 |+ 92378
Kamrup 9,585 | 1,479 948 366 | + 7139 | + 56:01 | +150°01 |+ 59263
Darrang 1,018 1,358 849 371 | + 4086 | + 5095 | +128:84 [+ 41563
Nowgong 1,373 593 417 954 | +131°53° | + 4220 | + 6417 |+ 44055
Sibsagar L 5,410 2489 | 1,365 804 | +11785 | + 8234 | + 6977 |+ 57288
Lakhimpur .. 4,789 3,112 1,606 837 | + 5388 | + 9377 | + 9187 |+ 47216
BURMA VALLEY . 2,629 1,701 1,452 1,144 | + 5455 | + 1714 | + 26192 |+ 12980
Cachar plaing ..« . 1,117 957 809 w65 | + 1671 | + 1829 | + 575 |+ 4601
Bylhet . 1,512 744 643 879 | + 10822 | + 1570 | + 69'65 |+ 29894
HiLLs 42,661 21,742 8,575 2811 | + 9621 | +158'55 | +205°05 +1,417'64
Garo Hills 5,439 3,647 1,184 670 | + 4913 | +20802 | + 7671 |+ 71179
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 31,257 17,321 7,144 2,107 | + 8045 | +142'45 423906 |+1,383'62
North Cachar ... 64 83 i 2 | — 22:89 |+8,200:00 | — 5000 |+3,100°00
Naga Hills ... 3,308 601 231 95 | +450°41 | +160°17 | +824:00 |+13,132:00-
Manipur e e 132 45 o 7| +193:33 o~ +1,785'71
Tushai Hills ... oo et 2,461 45 15 +5,368'88 | +200°00 o o

n the calculations for the Pr

have been left out of account.

SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV.

Races and Sects of Christians (actual numbets).

ovince as a whole and for Natural Divisions those areas for which figures are not available

European., Anglo-Indian. Indian. Total.
Varia-
Sect. tion.
Males. | Femalos.| Males. Females.| Males. | Females. | 1911. 1901,
]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Anglican Communion 1,001 404 123 ‘83 1,696 1,712 5,019
3,374 +3,346
Protestant (unsectarian or sect 9 5 3 1 1,002 681 1,701
not specified). /
Armenian 1 1 i 9 3 =l
Baptist ... 50 33 8 16 11,022 10,350 21,479 10,045 | +11,434
Congregationalist 15 6 8 29 6| +23
Greek ... 3 2 +1
Lutheran’ 6 “ 1,935 1,804 3,752 1,428 | +2,324
Methodist 7 4 2 10 7 30 19 +11
Minor Protestant Denominations 1 1 71 89 162 8,353 | =8,191
Preshyterian 379 93 27 17| 14398 | 16075 | 81,184 | 16,434 * | +14,750
Quaker g 4 : %) 3
Roman Catholic 95 93 111 87 1,244 1,153 2,783 1,078 | +1,710
Sect not returned 11 4 1 16
fndefinite beliefs o 21 1 " 177 203 402 229 +173
Total 1,598 652 276 l 204 31,758 32,074 66,562 35,969 | +30,593
i
L]

# Figures in column 9 against Presbyberian includes Calvinist,

Column 10— {

Absolute variation against Quaker is —3.
Absolute variation against sect not returned is +16,
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.
DistrIBUTION 0F CHRISTIANS PER MILLE,

(a) Races by sect and‘(b) sects by race.

(a) Races distributed by sect. (b) Sects distributed by race.
Sect. ;
: Europ- | Anglo- | Indian. | Total. Europ- | Arglo- | Indian. | Total.
ean, Indian. ean. Indian.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Anglican Communion 624 429 58 75 280 = 41 679 1,000
Armenian 1 aoy 1,000 1,000
Baptist e e 87 50 335 323 4 1 995 | 1,000
Congregationalist =y 9 724 276 1,000
Greek - oot ] 1 1,000 1,000
Lutheran vo o4 6 o 59 56 3 997 1,000
Methodist o 5 . 1 367 67 566 1,000
Minor Protestant Denominations 2 3 2 6 6 988 1,000
Presbyterian bas s o 210 92 480 469 15 1 984 1,000
Protestant (unsectarian or sect mnot spe- | 6 8 26 26 8 2 990 1,000
cified.)

Roman Catholic 84 413 38 42 68 71 861 1,000
Seot not returned 7 1 g 987 63 1,000
Indefinite beliefs . 10 e 6 6 55 945 1,000

Total 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 34 7 959 1,000

SUBSIDIARY TABLE VL

Religions of urban and rural population.

Number per 10,000 of urban population | Number per 10,000 of rural population
t ¥ who are— who are—
Natural Division. ]
i 1 g g g o
g g i _g ,3 o] g k7 2 @
v b T Rt i B S MR
i = = 8 3 i = 2 5} &
1 l 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
o !
ASSAM " o | 475 1,917 389 164 55 | 5375 | 2,717 | 1,797 92 19
I—Brahmaputra Valley .. 4| 7,887 12,382 119 119 93| 7,006| 1,118 | ‘1,774 67 4)
II—Surma Valley w | 5,466 | 4,426 16 63 29 | 4,760 | 5,178 53 8 1
I1I— Hills | 8,576 340 799 251 84| 19% 242 7,383 440 10
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CHAPIER V. |

AGE.

56. In this chapter the treatment of age statistics is limited to considering in a
general way the conclusions which may be drawn from
them on the subjects of the length of life and fertility of
the people and the changes in their age distribution. Age in relation to sex, marriage,
education and infirmities is discussed in the chapters on these subjects. The
statistics we are concerned with are contained in Imperial Table VII: there are ten
‘Subsidiary Tables attached to this chapter, of which the first six are deduced from the
Imperial Table and the remaining four show birth and death-rates as recorded.

B7. Ago statistics are probably the most inaccurate of any in every country in the
world, so that the fact that the returns now under discus-
sion are far from correct is a matter of no surprise. There
are two kinds of error, (1) mere want of accuracy which makes people plump on
certain round numbers, especially multiples of ten, and (2) deliberate exaggeration
or understatement. The principal examples of the latter are the tendencies to show
anmarried females as under fiffeen and elderly people and young wives as older than
they really are. The first error can be removed by a method of smoothing, the
prineiple of which is to find the correct number at any age by adding together the
numbers at the ages on either side of it and dividing the total by the number of
age periods taken : for example, in smoothing for the accumulations on a multiple
of 10, the numbers at the ages from 5 less to 5 more would be added together and the
total divided by 11. The second error cannot be easily corrected. It may be stated
at once that there is no intention of discussing in this chapter anything but the actual
returns : the statisties of the main provinces of India are being examined in England
by an eminent Actuary, whose conclusions may be ready in time to be printed as
appendix to this report. A

The errors of arithmetical inaccuracy referred to above are very clearly brought
out in Bubsidiary Table I, which shows the unadjusted ages by annual age periods of
100,000 of the population. The first thing to notice is the large number of infants
under one year old in comparison with those between one and two. As has been
pointed out in previous Census Reports, this is due to the fact that all babies which
were still being suckled were regarded by the enumerators as infants—the word
prescribed for use in the schedules for babies under one year. Three isa more popular
age than any of those preceding it, and five is adopted with avidity, though there
should be less children at that age than at any previous one. Eight is a good round
number that appeals to people and, while nine is unpopular with both sexes, ten is
adopted more by boys than by girls. The latter follow the boys, though to a less
extent, in returning twelve and eighteen as their ages, but there are more girls ab
twenty, the next point of accumulation, than there are boys. In the next decade
the popular ages are 25 and 30, though 22, 27 and 28 have a fair show of supporters.
In the thirties, 32, 35, and 38 show high numbers : in the forties people seem to go
in for general numbers and stick to the beginning and middle of the decade ; after
that the decennial period is mostly returned, though the middle of it is not unpopular
and 72 appears more often than 75. The figures for Hindus and Muhammadans
follow the same course pretty well, but up to 30 the latter seem to be more addicted
to fours and eights and less toltwos than the Hindus, and after that they are more
inclined to plump on multiples of five or tens: this may due to the fact that they are
more backward in intelligence. .

The tendency to deliberate misstatement amongst females is shown by the fact
that the number of women aged 20—25 in 1911 is about ;10 per cent, larger than the
rumber aged 10—15 in 1901, while those between 95 and 30 now are over 27 per cent.
more numerous than those between 16 and 20 in 1901 ; the excess of women between
90 and 30 now over those aged 10—20 ten years ago is 18 per cent. Looking to
Subsidiary Table I we find that there are more girls than boys up to 3 years of age,
but there are less from 5 to 10 : there is a slight excess of girls at 11, the year before
puberty, but they are in defect again practieally up to 20, for the small numbers
returned at 17 and 19 are not important. At 20 there is a large excess of - women,
which continues at every year except 29 up ‘o 30, “after which it falls again until
we get to 70.

Introductory.

Inaccuracy of the statistics.
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68. The error that results in the age distribution of the province from the extent

Aga distribution’ on tea Of immigration to the tea gardens has been referred to
g i : in the last two Census Reports and in 1901 was considered
to be so great that the statistics of the tea distriets were not discussed. In order to
ascertain what the effect is likely to be, I have taken Sibsagar as a typical tea district
and separated the garden figures from those of the district as a whole. It must of
oourse not be forgotten that, as Mr. Gait noted in 1891, the number of ex-coolies who
live outside the gardens is aiso likely to have some effect and it is impossible to obtain
separate statistics for such people. It has been pointed out by Sundbirg that in
almost all countries the number of persons aged 15—50 is uniformly about half the
total population, the number per 1,000 varying from 509 in S8outh America to 492
in the Netherlands in twenty instances : emigration lowers the proportion slightly
and immigration raises it, unless the immigrants are married. TIn Sibsagar district as
a whole the number aged 15—50 per 1,000 of the population is 506, but it is 587 on
the tea gardens, the exclusion of which reduces it to 481 for the non-garden popula-
tion : in the province as a whole the proportion is 493, The figures may be considered
from another point of view. Sundbérg lays down that when population is growing
the number in the group 0—15 is higher than in the group 50 and over, and he
instances Australia where there about 400 aged 0-15 against 100 aged 50 and over,
whereas in France the two groups contain 270 and 222, respectively. In Sibsagar
district as a whole the young group contains 411 per 1,000, while on the tea
gardens it contains 853. The first part of the theory seems to fit in very well with
the facts as we find them and it would appear to follow from the second part that the

tea gardens also contain great possibilities in the matter of natural growth of popula-
tion,

59. Subsidiary Table TV gives the age distribution of a thousand persons of either
sex in certain selected castes. What strikes one as
Cotten wiributian o mdrtain| T0) e aia that castes indigenous to the Brahmaputra
Valley seem to have an vnusually large number of
ohildren under twelve : up to five years of age the Kacharis, Mikirs, Nadials,
Ahoms, Kalitas, Kewats and Koches are much more numercus in both sexes than castes
common to the whole province or. peculiar to the Surma Valley. Much the same
result is obtained in the age period 5-12. It follows that there is an apparent excess of
adults in the other castes and one would be inclined to infer that in the Brahmaputra
Valley the people are prolific, but shortlived. I am not sure that this theory could
be advanced with any certainty : it is not improbable that in the castes named above
there is a greater tendency to inaccuracy than amongst the rest. The higher the
caste, the greater should be the extent of accuracy, and it i8 remarkable how closely
the figures for Brahmans and Kayasthas agree for hoth sexes : but this may be in
part due to the fact that the condition of life in either caste is similar. But I am
afraid, that apart from pure inaccuracy, I cannot put forward any reason to explain
why fishermen, such as the Malos and Patnis of the Surma Valley and the Nadials
of the Brahmaputra Valley, should show such large discrepancies. On the whole, the
statistics for caste are perhaps rather disturbing than otherwise : they are shown for
comparatively small numbers, so that the likelihood of error is great, but they have
the advantage of showing the need for basing theories on large numbers only, so that
errors of inaceuracy may be reduced.

60. However wrong the actual age returns ma be, it can be assumed that they

are equally incorrect at’each census and, therefore, that

tioa 'atlons In age distribu-  changes in the returns represent facts, Subsidiary Table
II shows the age distribution of 10,000 by sexes for the

last four decennial periods. It will be noticed that the regrettable decline in the
number of young children which was referred to in paragraph 140 of the last report
has ceased. The number of children under 5 in 10,000

Male. Female,

b e 1eag ©Of the population at the last four censuses is shown in the
1901 1,430 1869 margin, It was inferred in 190( that the result in that
1881 }',2'5% 1826 year was probably due to a diminution of the reproductive

powers of the population owing to the gemeral unhealthj.
ness of the decade. But I am inclined to think that the result was not altogether
attributable to this cause. It is quite true that the number of married femaleg
aged 15-40 fell, but it is a question how far this was due to the return as unmarried
of dhemanis, i.e., women living with men without having gone through a formaj
ceremony. It was shown in paragraph 753 of the last India Census Report that
famine in the Central Provinces cuf off 21 per cent. of the children under ten ang
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30 per cent. of those over 60 between 1891 and 1901, while there had been an actual
inerease amongst thdse aged 15-40. A glance at Subsidiary Table VI, which gives
the variations of population at certain age periods, will show that in Assam during
the same period (1891-1901) the increase in the number of children was less than
half that of the total population and there was a very heavy decrease amongst those
aged 60 and over, while persons in the prime of life increased by 103 per cent.
Kamrup and Nowgong were the districts which suffered most between 1891 and 1901:
the heaviest percentages of loss in the former were amongst the old people and
those aged 10-15 : in Nowgong the losses in the reproductive period were less than
in any other, while the tendency to a heavy mortalify at the extremes of life also
appears. The figures for both valleys for 1891-1901 run on the same lines, and in
the Surma Valley there is even now a decrease of almost 1 per cent. in the age period
10-15, which would show that the mortality of children after the earthquake of
1897 must have been very great. Now on the contrary we find that children under
10 are more numerous by nearly 20 per cent. and elderly people by 16 to 18 per
cent., while the period 10-15 and the reproductive period 15-40 show increases of only
9'8 and 12°6 per cent., respectively, against 15°2 per cent. in the whole population.
The increases, which are very large at thie extremes of life, are a little greater than
the growth of popalation in the periol 40—60 and less in the period 15—40,
while the generation aged 10—15, which will constitute the greater part of the
fathers and mothers at the next census, has fallen back, particularly in the
Surma Valley. We may therefore expect a decrease in the birth-rate and at the
same time an increase in the death-rate within the next few years, because there is
now a greater population at the beginning and the end of life.

In view of the variations in the return of religion amongst Hindus and Animists,
which have been discussed in Chapter IV, it is not very safe to draw dogmatic con-
clusions from the age distribution of the main religions given in Subsidiary Table III.
Tt may be noted that the proportion of children amongst Muhammadans and Animists
is much higher than amongst Hindus, a result which is not improbably due, as was
stated in 1901, to the fact that the majority of the immigrants are adult Hindus. Both
the Hindu and Muhammadan figures for children aged 5 —10 must be wrong again at
this census, because they are in excess of the number under five. There is an increase
in the number of those under ten amongst Hindus and Muhammadans, but a small
decrease amongst Animists.

B1. Subsidiary Table V supplies materials for estimating the present capabilities

of the people to increase in comparison with their position
gt 124 in 1891 and 1901. The proportion of children per 100
persons and per 100 married females aged 15—40 has increased in each natural
division since the last census : their proportion to women in the productive period of
life is the more important. The women of the Hills have the largest families and
those in the Surma Valley the smallest, while those in the Brahmaputra Valley stand
midway. We may take this fact as tending to show that the very early marriages
customary in the Surma Valley are not conducive to growth of population. Though
the proportion of children to child-bearing women is not as high as in 1891, there are
substantial increases in practically every part of the province except Goalpara,
Garo Hills and Darrang : in the two former the proportion of children had increased
above the average at the last census and could not remain unchanged, while in
Darrang the decline must be due,to greater mortality, which may be attributed to
the contimued unhealthiness of Mangaldai subdivision. It would appear that not
alorie has the number of children increased, but that there are now slightly more
married women in the productive age except in the Hills. We have therefore two
cumulative reasons for assuming that the reproductive power of the population has
increased considerably. There is, on the other hand, a slight increase in the proportion
of old people to those in the prime of life in comparison with 1901, but this is only
to be expected in view of the losses which had then occurred in the earlier and latter
periods of life. :

82. In Sir Charles Lyall’s introduction to the monograph on the Khasis the ques-
tion has been raised of the effect on reproduction of the
matriarchal system; it was pointed out that the pro-

ortion of Khasi children per 100 married women aged 15—40 had fallen between
1891 and 1901, and it was suggested that the independence of the wife and the facilities
which exist for divorce lead to restrictions upon child-bearing and thus keep the
population stationery. Subsidiary Table V shows that the proportion of children
under ten to prospcctive mothers in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills has risen from 204

Matriarchy and fecundity.
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to 213 since the last consus and is now considerably greater than in 1891:
it we confine ourselves to children under five their proportion is 118 against
108 in 1901 and 117 in 1891. In the last Census Report the decline in
tne number of children was ascribed to a decrease in fertility consequent on the
unhealthiness which followed the earthquake. T have suggested above that the
theory of diminished fertility is not the whole explanation of the shortage of children
in 1901, and that we must not forget the heavy mortality in unhealthy years among
those at the beginning of life. Even in 1901 the proportion of children amongst
Khasis was considerably higher than the provincial average and it is mow still
more so. It will be noticed that the possible effect of matriarchy was raised in con-
nection with the slow increase of the Khasi population at the last census, but there is
no doubt (vide Chapter IT) that Mr. Allen was correct in 1901 in considering the
arrest to growth at that time as temporary. Hence, as far as the Khasis are con-
cerned, we cannot infer that matriarchy has a deleterious effect on fecundity. At the
same time it appears to be true that their easy system of divorce has some effect:
the Deputy Commissioner reports that a divorced woman often refrains from marrying
again, either in the hope that her late husband will return, or from the fear that she
may be unable to support further additions to her family ; for it is the mother and not
the father who is responsible for the maintenance of the children. The matriarchal
system is also found amongst the Garos, but unfortunately it is impossible now to
distinguish between the hills and plains mauzas in the matter of age statistics; the
latter are mainly inhabited by Muhammadans from the neighbouring districts.

83. In Subsidiary Tables IT and ITI will be found the mean age of the population,
caloulated for the natural divisions and main religions at
cach census since 1881. No attempt has been made to
smoothe the figures, because there is usually little difference between the adjusted and
the ¢rude figures and our main object is to compare the variations. The mean age is
the average age of the people alive at the time of the census: if births and deaths
were exactly equal, it would also be the mean duration of life. The mean age of the
woman appears to be always less than that of the men and remains unchanged since
the last census; the male age has increased very slightly and is  very little more than
what it was in 1881, while the age of woman has decreased since then. There is
nothing remarkable in the very slight variations between the three natural divisions
either amongst males or females. The mean age of Hindus is a little less than in
1901, but is still higher than that of Muhammadans or Animists, amongst both of
whom it has risen. The fact that most of the immigrants are Hindus is responsible
for the excess in that religion, and it is not improbable that the increase amongst
Animists is due to the more accurate record of religion amongst immigrants to tea
gardens.

84. To calculate the birth and death-rates from the age statistics is a difficult
process, full of technical detail, and could be done only by
an actuary. It is fair to assume, however, that the birth
rate depends mainly on the number of married women in the productive period from
15 to 40. The birth-rate calculated per 1,000 of the population must change
according to the varying proportion which women of these ages bear to the total
population. It must also be remembered that the published birth and mortality rates
are calculated on the population at the previous census: with a growing population
there should be an increase in the number of both births and deaths, though the latter
would be less in number, while in a decadent period the number of deaths may
actually decrease. The mean age at the Census of 1911 is 237 for males and 226
for females : as the population is growing, it may be assumed that the mean duration
of life is greater than the mean age, and it may also be taken that there is on the
whole a tendency to understate age. As a rough approximation we might assume
that the mean duration of life is 25°5 : *this would give a death’s rate of 1009 or 392
per mille per annum. We have seen that the natural growth of population has been
over 15 per cent. in the last decade, but, as I have pointed out in Chapter II, thisis
not normal, and it would perhaps not be excessive if we were to estimate 10 per cent as
the average increase, i.c., 10 per mille per annum : on this estimate the corresponding
birth-rate should be 492 per mille, I find in the Resolution on the Assam Banitary
Report for 1903 that the Chief Commissioner, after careful consideration of the
results of the previous census, came to the conclusion that 45 per mille migkLt be taken
as the standard birth-rate of the province. It is clear, however, that the results of
the census of 1901 were not any more normal than those of the present one, and it
is possible that due consideration was not given to the age distribution at that time.

Mean age.

Birth and death rates.
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But even if the birth-rate as then ascertained was correct at that time, there is no
reason why it should not change. In 1891 Mr. Gait calculated the birth-rate to be
493 per mille, which practically agrees with my estimate, though it was based on a
different method of calculation : of course in a matter of this kind it is impossible
to ensure exactness, but I am inclined to think that in actual fact the rate is very
much nearer 50 than 45. ’ '

Subsidiary Tables VII—X contain statisties of reported birth and death-rates.
1 have already referred in Chapter II to the inaccuracy of our vital statistics, but it
is not waste of time to examine the figures in detail. It will be seen at a glance
that the reported figures are very much below the true facts, even if we confine
our attention to the excess of births over deaths. - Comparing Subsidiary Tables VII
and VIII we find that in the province as a whole the number of births per mille
within the last ten years is greater than the number of deaths by 62, giving an
average growth of 6 per mille per annum, which is equivalent to an increase of 6
per cent. in population by natural growth: but in the areas for which vital statistics
are recorded natural population has expanded by anything from 10 to 16 per cent.
The inaccuracy is so great that there is the danger of inferring that the present
system of collecting vital statistics is absolutely useless. Even though the actual
figures and the differences between them are incorrect, the statistics have at least
the advantage of showing general tendencies. Subsidiary Table IX shows that the
death-rate rose in 1905 and 1909, i.e., at the very beginning of the cholera outbreaks
of those and the following years, while the high rate of infant mortality disclosed,
though perhaps not absolutely correct, at least points to a general truth. Similarly,
though there is no doubt of the very great errors in diagnosis, Subsidiary Table X
shows that broad facts are clearly brought out, not alone in regard ta the general
_causes of mortality, but also in the sex distribution.

There remains one small point in connection with the registration of births on
tea gardens. Taking again Sibsagar as a typical tea districts, I find thatin 1911
there were 15,674 births recorded in the area exclusive of tea gardensand 4,640
within the latter. If we compare these figures with those of married women aged
15—40, we get a birth-rate of 144 per mille of the latter in the tea gardens and of
206 outside. It is a debatable question how far this difference is due to the deliberate
avoidance of child-bearing (e.g., by abortion) or to defective registration. I have
already remarked that the registration on tea gardens is really reliable only for Act
VI coolies, and it is very probable, as was noted in the last Census Report (paragraph
55), that infants which die within a few months of birth are usually not brought on
the boaks at all. The subject is one worth examination by the Sanitary Commissioner.
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I:
Age distribution of 100,000 of each sex by annval periods.

Male, Female, Male, _Female,
1

Ol At | Both xe- | Hindu, i il ! PO R Doth re- ) Hindu. e gt

1 ’ 2 l 3 4 5 8 I 7 I 1 [ 2 . 3 l 4 l ] 6 7
Total 100,000 | 100,000 | 100,000 | 100,000 | 100,000 | 100,000

0 3,468 8,207 3,433 3,603 3,608 3,604 51 .. 120 147 128 315 147 206
1 2,187 2,149 2,182 2,270 2,884 2,278 5 .. 526 537 527 | 478 212 443
2 3,638 3,793 3,651 3,659 4,298 8,723 63 . 142 114 138 159 163 159
3 8,674 4,526 8,788 3,921 4,018 s ] 54 .. 245 o8 227 291 114 271
4 8,635 8,842 8,562 2,461 3,803 8,500 85 . 792 781 791 633 530 640
5 | 48| 4330| 4196| 8,776| 44| ss14] 56 375 842 872 203 245 27
] e 3,086 8,060 3,083 2,930 3,207 2,971 b7 212 212 212 163 114 157
;B 3,034 8,467 8,085 2,069 3,412 3,018f BS . 494 244 464 486 87 474
gL 8,918 4,314 3,964 8,329 8,754 3377 59 s 144 98 138° 152 147 152
e P 2,028 2,116 2,038 2,009 1,943 3,001 60 . 2,183 2,560 9,159 2,231 131 1,996
10 3,560 3,646 8,576 2,849 3,297 2,000 61 . 107 49 100 235 2,563 496
1 “ 1,363 1,074 1,320 13630 1,143 1,676 62 .. 187 10 180 844 294 328
137w 3,465 8,012| 3,48 2,208 2,187 22811 63 . 56 49 55 120 65 13
13 1,111 749 1,069 1,008 947 1,081 | 64 .. 90 49 85 330 65 300
14 1,524' 1,823:| 1,647 1,399 1,437 1,4;)3 65 807 874 315 201 163 276
15 b 1,805 1,840 1,809 1,197 1,355 1,215] 66 .. 58 51 54 49 53
16 1,942 1,774 1,922 | , 1,783 1,453 1,701 67 71 49 (0] 101 65 o7
17 1,004 733 973 1,185 718 1,088 68 .. 129 47 131 155 131 152
18 2,403 2,605 2,506 2,227 2,481 8,256 ] 69 .. 56 65 57 68 65 8
G e 790 563 762 882 718 863 70 446 488 451 490 633 509
20 3,983 3,174 3,005 3,649 4,554 8750 71 89 33 38 19 82 26
2N " 631 391 603 1,308 €04 1,220 72 . 103 65 99 80 71
2 . 1,403 1,258 1,465 1,712 1,404 1,678 73 . 21 83 23 10 i 9
e 736 586 ns 944 849 933 | 74 . 28 25 B[ 7
24 783 684 772 1,117 686 1,068f 75 94 81 23 103 114 104
25 3,212 8,608 3,257 4,211 4,440 42371 76 26 18 25 29 16 27
26 794 766 791 1,258 735 1,195 § 77 80 16 28 14 33 16
25 - 1,127 1,001 1,128 | - 1,135 1,175 1,131 78 71 49 63 78 ) 5
28 1,802 2,087 1,889 1,788 2,220 1,857 79 21 19 21 49 24
29 596 391 573 501 604 giz| 80 .. 257 244 256 359 875 260
0 . 8,042 4,363 3,991 4,524 5,420 4,625 ] 81 1 16 11 14 13
SR 863 309 356 688 543 64| 82 .. 19 33 2l 6 82 15
E7 - 1,773 1,679 1,750 1,586 1,311 1,662 8% .. 9 8 4 4
- A 502 244 472 653 457 631 84 . 9 8 6 6
BHE 1 e 661 635 653 647 751 eso| 85 . 21 49 25 10 16 11
8 9,622 3,288 2,700 2,454 2,791 2,403 86 4 16 8 2 2
8. & 1,056 781 1,024 896 571 860 | 87 6 6 4 4
87 526 440 516 507 392 s74] 88 . 9 i 8 8 . 7
38 1,507 1014|1465 2,828 oa7| 121] w0 . 13 1l 2 2
30 470 537 478 614 588 611 90 . 19 49 23 87 82 33
L 4,309 4,330 4,311 3,861 4,807 3977 91 . 9 2
4 258 277 256 606 180 658 | 93 . 2 16 4 I L
43 790 505 756 795 424 75k 98 . 3 2 (%
43 221 108 214 313 65 285 | 94 . 2 2 2 2
44 275 277 s 832 220 8201 o5 11 9 4 4
45 1,898 2040 | 1,924 1485 1485 | 1485 96 4 16 8 3
46 203 179 279 231 16 207 ] 97 4 4 = !
47 876 423 353 210 181 2008 98 .. 4 4 8 2
48 5 933 781 916 698 500 677 89 P 2 3
49 255 228 252 284 310 287 | 100and 13 1 27 B 27
50 83% | 8760| 42| So73| sl 8,08 o
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IIL

Age distribution of 10,000 of each sex in the Province and eack Natural Division.

1911, ‘ 1901, I 1891 ' 1881. 1911, ‘ 1901, 1891, 1881,
Age. Age.
Male, Femalo.l Male. li‘emale.l Male. |Female.| Male, |Female. Male. Female.[ Male. lFema!e. Male. |Female. | Male. |Female.
1 L | 8 I 4 l 5 } 3 I 7 l 8 ‘ 9 I 1 2 ‘ s | ' 5 ’ 6 l 7 l 8 9

Assam 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 [Summa VArzEy| 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000
0—1 886 359 849 873 839 868 258 288 | 0—5 e | 1,420 | 1,571 | 1,843 | 1,475 | 1,455 | 1,611 | 1,611 {( 1,703
1—2 77 196 174 191 182 203 204 | 5—10 | 1,602 | 1,606 | 1,550 | 1,634 | 1,563 | 1,643 | 1,492 | 1,385
28 316 356 301 837 324 366 333 | 873 | 1015 w | 1,112 901 | 1,232 1,008 | 1,228| 1,008 | 1,128 968
8—4 334 879 303 530 839 383 858 400 | 15—20 o w12 908 | 810 983 78 912 744 814
4—5 329 358 303 329 332 364 384 403 | 20—40 .| 8245 | 8,283 | 3282 | 8277 | 3,34| 8,44 | 8,128 [ 3,27
5—10 1,558 | 1,624 [ 1,516 | 1,564 [ 1,506 | 1,564 1:430 1,335 | 40—60 we| 1,484 1,226 | 13870 | 1,208  1,305| 1,179 | 1,398 | 1,368
10 -16 ] 1,067 027 | 1,128 965 | 1,140 969 | 1,014 857 | 60 and over ... 415 415 413 418 47 505 505 635
15—20 751 856 751 881 747 851 708 765 | Ungpecified v, | »oe a ! 4 5
20—25 741 925 758 9717 757 028 736 815 | Mean age® ... | 2836| 225| .. 933 | 22:8| 934  28%
2530 “993 976-| 957 995 ss2| 928 895 | 1,008 | Hrzts oo | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000
80—35 853 817 896 833 865 835 797 733 | 0—15 w | 1,608| 1,610| 1,573 | 1571 | 1713 | 1716 847 882
8540 711 541 708 627 672 506 625 541 | 5—10 o | 1,485 | 1,446 | 1,476 | 1,380 | 1,282 | 1,803 724 676
40—45 612 521 621 547 623 557 516 470 { 1018 e | 1,007 | 1,026 | 1,050 956 | 1,024 odp | 621 449
4550 862 276 337 ‘m 821 242 373 322 | 1520 Jos 830 933 765 892 736 878 373 431
56-55 380 344 311 351 890 | 852 323 825 | 20—40 | 2915 2,986 8,008 | 3,207 | go4a| 38,283 | 1,684| 1,850
556—60 . 154 130 143 121 136 109 | 208 187 | 40—60 Wl 1,542| 1,448 | 1,568 | 1,475 | 1,458 | 1,384 763 726
60—65 210 221 60 and OVer e 523 551 47 520 448 488 225 807
. 65—70 63 51 884 407 442 475 | 418 512 | Unspecified v | oo 4,874 4,699
70 and over 138 143 J‘ Moan age® .. 230 288 iw e 235 23-4| 237 24°2
Unspecified ... 865 877
Mean age* .. 237 226 235 22°6 235 226 233 233
Bx"‘ni;r;nzu 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000
0-5 1,626 | 1,736 | 1,476 | 1,665 | 1,545 | 1,786 | 1,695 | 1,969
5—10 we | 1,528 ( 1,614 1,495 | 1,551 | 1,470 1,531 | 1,481 | 1,308 ’
1015 1,014 019 | 1,045 923 | 1,069 934 984 812
15—20 708 779 687 752 717 782 724 778
20—40 3,806 [ 3,928 | 8,421 | 3,434 8,209 | 3,235 | 5,194 | 8,279
40—60 1,667 | 1,955 | 1,547 | 1,28 | 1,586 | 1,822 | 1,651 | 1,348
60 and ever .., 851 369 849 857 401 440 362 421
Unspecified . v o - o ” 9 3
Mean age* 238 | 28| . 237 | 26| 9233| 226

* Nore.—The mean age has been worked out on the unsmoothed figures,
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1II.

Age distribution of 10,000 of each sex in each main religion.

(1) Hixpu. .
1911, 1901, 1891. 1881,
Ago.
Malos. | Females.| Males, | Females.| Males. | Females.| Males. | Females.
1 2 3 4 ‘ 5 ’ 6 7 8 9

Total e a2 . 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,£00 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000
0-5 o N e 1,375 1,545 1,308 1,461 1,378 1,563 1,615 1,827
5—10 .. o o e 1,467 1,563 1,401 1,474 1,424 1,513 1,493 1,354

10=15 .. e e 1,022 912 1,000 93 1,110 936 994 823

1520 .. Lo 748 820 754 . 845 768 826 723 768

20—40 . . 3,403 3,391 8,528 3,519 3,324. 8,331 8,227 3,326

40—60 s 1,600 1,351 1,543 1,351 1,560 1,347 1,517 1,368

60 and over o o o 885 * 418 366 412 456 484 427 521

Unspecified o 5 -4 - 4 4

Meean age... - 241 233 243 233 24:2 233 236 254

(2) MusaLmAN.

Total ot 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,050
D=5 v s 1,594 1,782 1,517 1,685 1,620 1,798 1,741 1,878
5—10 e Wan o 1,749 1,858 1,731 1,824 1,681 1,759 X 1,519 1,511

10—-15 .. o o 1,172 932 1,264 1,030 1,279 1,053 1,183 988

1520 .53 0 770 925 783 989 756 925 761 847

20—40 3,040 3,076 3,057 3,033 2,969 2,950 3,017 2,934

40—60 .. o 1,786 1,054 1,259 1,067 1,253 1,046 1,322 1,273

60 and over 389 373 389 372 442 *469 452 566

Unspecified - e o -~ 5 3

Mean age... 223 209 221 20'8 221 210 226 225

(3) Animist.

Total . i 10,006 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000
0—~5 . . 1,718 1,759 1,715 1,732 1,820 1,885 1,052 1,030
5—10 . [ o o 1,535 1,474 1,588 1,476 1,512 1,427 789 763

10=15 ... .. 1,039 954 1,047 948 1,012 939 €84 659

15—20 .. 3 719 850 687 834 659 810 461 531

20—40 2,938- 8,135 2,954 3,181 2,990 3,154 1,978 2,088

4000 ... o s 1,573 1,356 1,566 1,380 1,540 1,327 1,043 1,000

€0 and over - 478 472 443 449 467 458 v 326

Unspecified s o " e 3,716 3,603

Mean age... o~ 236 230 232 228 233 22'5 242 244

Nore.—The mean ages are worked out on the nnsmoothed figures,
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV.

Age distribution of 1,000 of each sex tn certain castes.

; Males, number per mille aged ‘ Females, number per mille aged
Caste, E
& 0—5. I 5—12, 12—15, ‘ 15—40. | 40 and over.| 0—5. l 5—12, ‘ 12—15, | 15—40. | 40and over
1 2 ‘ 3 ’ 4 l 5 | 6 7 8 ' 9 \ 10 3 11
Ahom... g 163 218 63| 889 169 182 228 59 883 158
Baidya... 129 104 59 409 209 163 231 39 400 167
Barui... o 122 190 60 410 218 132 186 50 432 200
Bhuimali 110 185 61| 438 2.1 127 0| 49 454 -
Brahman L o 2 124 177 1] 430 21 152 195 53 404 196
Chutia (Hindu) ... o) 152 211 61 392 184 165 222 53 301 169
Chutia (Animistic) 143 286 67 386 118 174 238 87 404 L4y
Dhoba... o ks 105 183 50 430 223 123 1 47 | 446 214
Goals ... S 28 132 45 502 223 130 166 40 495 170
Jugi .. 143 199 61 899 198 154 103 47 413 193
Kaibarta Chasi (Mshishya) ... o, 124 180 59 431 206 146 201 41 415 ‘197
Kachari (Hindu)... 162 188 59 418 176 187 198 7 399 145
Kackari (Animistic) i i 199 206 55 360 180 211 199 51 378 181
Kalita... e . o 156 202 64 379 199 178 210 51 882 184
Kamar (Hindu) ... - s 135 200 59 418 193 140 187 bl 47 151
Kayastha 116/ a7 B8 432. 217 143 201 46 409 201
Kewat... o 161 210 63 366 200 169 214 48 381 188
. Koch ... s 160 211 63 874 192 171 210 48 391 180
Kumar s e 130 186 59 418 212 181 190 42 428 200[1
alo .. 101 157 &6 469 218 129 180 39 455 197
Manipuri (Kshattriya) — «. - 158 224 60 862 196 157 216 59 368 200
Mikir ... e e wee 187 208 bl 854 200 203 200 50 876 . 171
Nadial... L4 169 218 63 374 176 186 229 45 304 158
Namasudra 126 189 56 424 205 148 184 46 429 103
Napit... 125 190 63 406 218 142 "199 I 419 195
Patoi ... Fax 4 = 125 185 67 429 204 140 179 48 441 102
Rajbansi osh 149 202 56 801 202 169 190 50 407 184
Sudra ... i e 121 161 63 418 207 136 203 41 413 207
Sutradhar v 12 119 195 | 66 418 212 131 200 48 420 192
Tanti ... . 116 178 §9 4090 179 138 170 b4 | 524 119
Teli .. 120 174 61 4'."9 216 123 185 47 439 206 |

SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.

Proportion of children under 10 and of persons 60 and over to those aged 15—40 ; also of married
Sfemales aged 15—40 per 100 females.

" ¥ Proportion of persons 60 and
Proportion of children both sexes per 100.
P p over per 100 aged 16-40, Artsber of T
ried females aged
15—
District and Natural Division, e
Persons aged | Married females aged 1011, 1901. 1861, ages.
15—40. 15—40.
bt o 2 ] s & £
1911. | 1001. | 2891, | 1011, | 1901 | 1891, | =2 dl 2|19 f| 8 |¥™ 1601, | 1891,
@
A = = = = =]
1 ' 2 ’ 3 4 I b ‘ 6 7 8 9 10 ‘ 11 12 13 14 15 16
ASSAM 78 73 79 189 198 202 10 10 9 10 11 12 33 82 32
BrARMAPUTRA VALLEY 79 74 79 203 108 , 208 9 9 8 8 10| 11 a3 82| 382
Goalpara . 86 85 83 218 223 219 11 12 12 18 14 17 383 81 31
Kamrup 90 90 88 218 216 212 11 12 10 11 12 13 31 31 31
Darrang ... 68 a7 74 178 179 103 7 7 6 6 8 8 85 34 83
Nowgong sax SR8 77 87 229 224 286 10 11 8 10 14 13 30 28 20
Bibragar 74 €7 74 195 1856 108 8 7 7 6 8 7 85 34 93
Lakhimpur 67 69 65 177 170 183 6 6 b b 6 6 36 36 35
Surma Variry 77 73 79 190 g8 197 10 10| 10, 10 12 12 3| 83 53
Cachar plains o 75 67 73 186 172 182 10 0 9 ‘ 8 9 9 36 36 31
Sylhet ... 7 74 &6 191 189 200 10 10 11 10 13 13 94 33 a2
Hivi— o 80 7% '{ 215 199 103 14 14 11 l 13 11 12 28 30 31
Garo Hills o 82 85 81 186 161 186 18 10 18 | 2 12 10 86 35 35
Ehasi and Jeintia Hills 78 71 78 218 204 207 11 14 9 1 13 15 28 28
North Cachar p ) e8] 8o} 49 200 156 291 9 ol "8 @&| 14| 13| 81} 86}|-F
Naga Hills - 71 (2] 67 221 177 174 18 17 1l 1un 8 8 26 81 94
Manipar ... )| 83} 83| * 232 209 . T | B e U (e ) a7 281
Lushai Hills | e8] 6] * 216 216 - 12| 4] 1 \ ) SR 93| 28f =

* Figures not available.

“
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE VL
Varsation in population at certain age persods.

Variation per cent. in population Variation per cent. in population
(Inorease + decrease —), (increase 4 decrease —),
Natasal Division| Perlod. |—— = ) | District and | Period.

Al g0 [Natural Dlvislon‘ All 2 80

sgos, | 0=10- [10—15. 16=40. 40~60 :1'::1,' ages, | 9—10- (1015, { 15—40. | 40—60. onvx;?.

1 2 8 4 5 ' [ 7 8 I 1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8
1881-1891 | +100| +9'5 | +81'2| +11'5 | 478 | +61 1881-1891 | +25'3 | +199 | +44'6| +32'4| +17°6 | —10'8
Assan { 1891-1001 | ‘+5'0| +92'8{ 457 | +10'8 | 54 |~11'3| Cachar plains{ [ 18911601 | +12'9 | 475 | +20'6| +14'9| +144| +63
1901-1911 | +15°2| +19'8 | +98) +12'6 |+16'4 |+18'8 1901-1911 | +18'4 | 432:0| —1'4| +92| +16'8 | +259
Bn“mﬁnr 18811891 | +100| +b5'0 | +236| -+96 |+10'5(+18'6 { 1881-1891 | 495 | 4117 | +161 | +4109| +8| —33
Vairzy 1801-1901 | +5'8| +8'8 | +89 | +10'6 | +3'6 |~13'8] Bylhet ... 18911901 | +4'0| ++4| +30| +88| 451 —128
1 1901-1911 | +187| +22'8 | +16'6 | +159 |+17°9 | +24' (| 10011011 +10°8 | +143| =9 +0'5| +141| +7¥8
1861-1801 | 414 | +9| —1'9 | —11 | +5'4 [+19'9 (| 18811891 | +15'4 | 4157 [ +80'8 | 01| +17'9 | 4207
Goalpara { 1801-1001 | +2°0 | 456 [ +10 | +28 | —1 [—15'4| Hrrrs l 1891-1901 { +11'8 | 448 | +129 | +17°7| +109| —46
1901-1911 | +29'9 | +31'3 | +28'3 | 4-30'6 (+27°7 |+25'6 l 1901-1011 | +18'6 | +23'8 | +27'8| +12:0| +167|+29'3

f 1881.1891 | —1'6| —67 | +18'9| —8'5|—3'8 +17-J 1881-1891 | ¢ + ¥ + + |
Eamrup  ..{| 1801-1901| —7'1| —2'9| ~117| —g:9| —9-0| —81°0{ Garo Hills .., 1891-1901 | +13'7| +17'8| +210{ 412'3] +44| +87
l. 1901-1911 | +18'8 | +18'6| +8'7 | 4138 [413'5(+28'8 { 1001-1011 | 4149 +11'6 | +-16'6 | +151| 4147 | +387
1881-1891 | +12'9 | +30 | +41'5 | 4+13°1 |+18'8 [+16'7 1881-1891 | +17°9 | +17'8 | +95'8 | +117| +20'6 | +28'3
Darrang { 1801-1001 | +9°7 | +6'8| 4974165 | +385 [—128 anrlxg& nmi{ 1801-1901 | +22| —1'8| +74| +92| —19(—247
19011011 | +11°9 | +13'8 | +11'4 | 4116 | +9°2 |+249 1901-1911 | 4162 | +22:2| +'9| 4132 -+17:2 | +431
(| 1881-1891 | +104 | +100 | 4+-19'6 | +9-8 | +4'7 |+14'4 1881-1891 | —5'9 | —1'6| —79| —122| —b67|+309
Nowgong 4! 1891-1901 | —24'8 | —28'6 | —24'5 | —19-1 [—33'9|—45'8 | North mm{ 1891-1901 | +67'9 | +21°0 | +83'8 | +103-1 +1289| +3'8
[ 1901-1911 | +16°2 | 4267 | +48'6 | +10°8 |+11-2| +27- 1001-1911 { —83°1 | +10'4 | —21| —50'8| =360 +0'3

1881-1801 | +22'5 | +17'7 | +48'3 | 4197 | +270 [+26'7 1881-1891 | + t + t t t
Sibsagar { 1891-1901 | 4244 | +17'8 ) +-27'3 | 420-4 | +229| +22'5] Naga mns...{ 1801-1901 | 89| —%6| +&7| +3'3| +227| +36%5
U 19011011 | +15°4 | +222 | +18°4 | 4100 [+170|+140 1001-1011 | +-46°1 | +547 | +78'9 | +27°8| +47°6 | +99'1

1881-1891 | +41°8 | +36'6 | +40°6 | 4-486 |+847 | +17'8 1881-1891| ¢ t + 1 + t

Lakhimpur { 1891-1901 | +46'3 | +38'2 | 4-36'5 | 4535 [+49'0 [+26'6] Manipur { 1891-1901 ) ¥ + + + + t
1901-1011 | +26'3 | +35°7 | 4318 | 4182 |4-29'3|+431 1001-1011 | +-31'7 | +28°0 | +43'3 [ +18'4| +11'8| +48

| 18811801 | +11°5 | +12'8 | +19°8 | +187 | +2'9 [ —4'1 1881-1891| + t t t t t

SU‘?‘ILAL" { 18911001 | +58| +1'4| 461 497 | -+065(—10'8] Lushai Hills 1891-1901 [4-88'9 | ¥ t 1 1 t
(| 1001-1911 | +10'8 | +16'4| —0'9| +9'5 |+14'6[+10'2 19011911 +106 | +8'9 | +27°0| +8'8| +14'7 | +18'9

+ Figures not avsilable,
ified ngnm aro omitted from figures of all ages for 1881,
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Reported birth-rate by sex and Natural Divisons.

SUBSIDIARY TABLE VIL

on for the Province a8 & wholo sac for Natural Divisions those areas for which figures are not uuﬂable have been left

Number of births per 1,000 of total population (Census of 1901).

Year. Province. Brahmaputra Valley. Sarma Valley,
Masle, Female, Male, Fomale Male, Female,

1 2 ] ¢ 5 ] 7
4801 "5 18 16 16 15 19 17
1902 .., : 18 17 16 15 19 18
1908 ... 18 17 17 16 19 18
1904 .. 18 17 17 16 19 18
1908 e she 19 18 18 17 20 18
1906 ... 18 17 19 18 17 16
1907 ... - 18 17 19 18 18 17
1908 . - i 20 19 20 « 19 20 18
1909 ... e e 18 17 18 17 19 17
1910 i 19 18 19 18 18 17
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE VIIIL
Reported death-rate by sex and Natural Divisions.

Number per 1,000 of total population (Consus of 1901).

Year., Province. Brahmaputra Valley. Burma Valley.
« Male. Female, Male. Female, Males Female.
3
1 2 8 4 (3 8 7
1901 ' e s9e s 20 27 21 26 30 28
1902 ... e 29 29 25 24 34 32
1903 e ves 27 26 26 26 27 27
1904 .. sre vos 26 26 2 25 27 27
1905 .. sos 28 28 30 30 27 27
1906 ... oo o 31 31 37 38 24 24
1907 v 26 25 29 29 23 22
1908 . s = 35 B . 41 42 30 29
1909 ... o 33 33 36 36 31 30
1910 e see 34 35 34 35 34 34

SUBSIDIARY TABLE IX.

Reported death-rate by sex and age in decade and in selected years per mislle living at same age
according to the Census of 1901

Averago of decade. 1908, 1906, 190¥. 1909,
Age.
Male. | Female. Male. | Fomalo, !ldo. Female. Male. Fomale. Male, Female.
1 2 8 L] L} (] ? 8 ] 10 u

All ages ... 80 29 27 26 . 28 28 26 26 33 83
0—5 £ 79 72 72 66 78 71 70 64 87 81
5—10 .. 15 13 1_2 10 14 12 12 10 18 16
10—16 ... prs 13 12 11 10 12 12 10 10 14 18
16—20 ... 17 22 15 20 17 2 14 17 18 22
20~-40 ... o 19 22 17 20 18 21 16 18 19 23
40—60 ... 32 23 28 24 27 24 29 25 39 ! 34
60 and over v 70 66 64 51 69 67 63 60 86 64

o



SUBSIDIARY TABLES.

59

SUBSIDIARY TABLE X.

Reported deaths frém certain diseases per mille of each sex.

‘Whole province,

Actual number of deaths in

g Aotnal number of deaths. ng.’;",?x‘}h of Brahmaputra Valley, Surma Valley.
Total, Male. Fomale, Male. Female, Male. Female. Male. Female,
1 b 8 é 8 6 7 8 9 \ 10
Cholera—
1901 wo | 7468 | 3,944 | 8,524 15 14| L776 | 1711 | 2168 | 1813
1902 w | 12658 | 6,828 | 6,330 23 25| 1,502 | 1488 | 4,826 | 4,842
1003 8,360 | 4,326 | 4,034 1'6 16| 2833| 2657 | 1,493 1,377
1904 -t .| 5588 2,87 2731 11 11 861 836 | 1,996 | 1,895
1905 o | 22,883 | 11,345 | 11,538 42 46| 6254| 6381 | 5001 | 5157
1906 o « | 83,682 | 16,605 | 17,077 62 67 | 12,696 | 13442 | 8,909 | 3,635
1907 = w | 8892 | 4,648 | 4244 17 17| 1487 | 1,460 | 3,161 | 2,784
1908 - | 22,389 | 11,682 | 10,807 42 42| 7,323 | 7,308 | 4,259 | 3,400
1909 w | 808l] 4219 | 3863 16 16| 2006 | 1,844 | 2214 2018
1910 34,513 | 17,130 | 17,382 63 68| 7,071 | 7,033| 9959 | 10,349
Small-pox—
1901 w | 8974 | 1,695| 1,579 06 06 318 332 | 1,377 | 1,247
1902 w | 6673| 3,409 | 8264 13 13 118 186 | 3,201 | 3,078
1903 - w| 11| 70| G41| 02| 02| 172 157| 398 | 384
1904 w | 1,859 798 761 08 03 760 743 38 19
1905 w | 2229 1162 1,067 04 04| 1,49 | 1,058 13 9
1906 o we| 2904| 1,588 | 1,408 06 06| 1,566 | 1,384 32 22
1907 | 4263 2269 | 1,984 08 08| 2170{ 1,89% 99 89
1908 ... v | 4,599 | 2475 2124 09 08| 2338 | 2013 137 112
1909 o w | s118| 1600| 1504| 08| 06| 1540| 1449| €| 55
1910 1,027 970 | 957 0'4 0'4 860 831 110 126
Fevers—
1901 & v | 83,696 | 44755 | 88,941 | 166 | 152 | 25769 | 22,743 | 18,986 | 16,198
1902 v | 77679 | 41,782 | 95947 | 153 | 141 | 23961 | 20,970 | 17,771 | 14,977
1903 A w | 75004 | 30,666 | 95,338 | 146 | 138 | 23,829 | 21,196 | 15,837 | 14,143
1904 v | 7171 | 87,503 | 33868 | 138 | 132 | 23,098 | 20,784 | 14,405 | 12,884
1905 w | 67,651 | 95,518 | 82,133 | 131 | 126 | 23,081 | 20,757 | 12,487 | 11,376
1906 w | 70,608 | 87,266 | 83,497 | 137 | 131 | 24,891 | 22,265 | 12,375 | 11,163
1907 74,47 | 88,642 | 85,605 | 142 | 139 | 25386 | 23,433 | 13,256 | 12,072
1908 97,061 | 50,402 | 47,469 | 186 | 186 | 31,424 | 30,102 | 19,068 | 17,367
1909 103,430 | 63,974 | 49,456 | 199 | 198 | 31,193 | 29,250 | 22,781 | 20,206
1910 w | 87,380 | 45483 | 41,897 | 167 | 164 | 26,153 | 24,424 | 19,330 | 17,478
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CHAPTER VL

SEX:

85. The number of females per milie of males in Assam is 940: in India as a
B e whole it is 963. To persons accustomed to European
sexes. statistics these proportions are somewhat startling. If we
exclude the south-eastern corner, there is an excess of
fomales in every country of Earope : for example, at the censusof 1911 for every
thousand males thare wers 1,063 females in BEagland anl Wales, 1,063 in Seotland,
1,004 in Ireland, 1,031 in Denmark, and, at the census of 1910, 1,026 in Germany.
But in Servia, Bulgaria, Roumania and Greece the proportion of females varies from
946 to 936, and as one goes further eastwards the number of women seems to continue
. low: in 1907 the Egyptian census showed 992 females to a thousand males and in 1897
those of the Caucasus and Siberia showed 827 and 955, respectively. In the United
States of America the proportion of females in 1910 was 943 : this is usually explained
as being exceptional and due to the great number of males amongst the immigrants, but
it appears that amongst themative white population born of native parents there are
104 males for every 100 females, while the negro population shows a slight preponder-
ance of females. There is no doubt that some part of the excess of females in western
Europe is due to the greater emigration of men, but we are left with the facts that
the European statistics of sex as a whole are in direct opposition to those for India in
general and Assam in particular. It may be objected that the population of Assam
owes so much to immigration that the actual figures should not be accepted as repre-
senting the normal, but if we turn to those of the natural population, we find that
the position is not so very different, though there is an increase from 940 to 963 in the
proportion of females to 1,000 of the other sex. : -
66. Taking actual population we find in Subsidiary Table I statistics generally
corresponding to those of the province as a whole for the
plains, where the female proportions are 913 in the Brahma-
putra Valley and 948 in the Surma Valley ; on the other hand, the figures of the
Hills show the substantial female excess of 26 per mille of males. The very great
effect of ‘immigration in the Brahmaputra Valley is clear from the fact that the
numbet of females rises from the actual figure of 913 to 952 for the natural popu-
lation : in the Surma Valley there is a corresponding increase from 943 to 948 and in
the Hills from 1,026 to 1,040. The actual proportion of women is below 900 in Goal-
para, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, is just 900 in Darrang and only 910 in Cachar : these
are districts ;which contain large numbers of immigrants, vide Subsidiary Table III to
Chapter IIT, and if we exclude Bibsagar, the statistics for natural population raise the
proportion of females to figures ranging from 944 in Lakhimpur to 959 in Cachar, but
the number of district born femalesin 8ibsagar remains extraordinarily low. Males
are also in excess in the actual population of Sylhet, Garo Hills, Nowgong and
Kamrup, the proportion of females varying from ‘949 to 968: in Garo Hills and
Nowgong the figures for natural population show female increases of 17 and 40 per
mille of males respectively, but in Sylhet and Kamrup there are reductions, respec-
tively from 949 to 946 and from 968 to 964, which are due to the greater emigration
of males to neighbouring districts, as will be seen from the sex proportions given in
Subsidiary Table I to Chapter ITI; it may be noted with regard to these two districts
that the same results with more glaring contrasts appeared at the last census also. The
statistics of Garo Hills are somewhat confused owing to the difference in the

Proportlions by locality.
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populations of the hills and the plains mauzas ; in each of the other hill districts there
is in the actual population an excess of females which is changed toa small defect for
natural population in Naga Hills on account, here also, of male emigration.

\

MALES IN EXCESS FEMALES IN EXCESS
(Actual Papulation) ) (Actual Population)

REFERENCES REFERENCES
Fomales per 1000 males' B! Females per 1000 males

Under-900 1000-1010

900-940 1020-1030

940-960 1040-1060

960-970 over-1100

7
MALES IN EXCESS ’ FEMALES IN EXCESS

(Natural Papulation) (Natural Population)

REFERENCES
romales per 1000 males

REFERENCES
Females per 1000 males

900-940 1020-1030
940-960 1060-1100
960-970 ovr-1100
970-980
990-1000

67. Subsidiary Tables IT and III enable us to compare the sex proportions in the
AN AR T R [ main religions. In the province as a whole the actual
Sasta: proportion of women is 922 among Hindus, 930 among
Muhammadans and 1,022 among Animists, and the relative

positions of the three religions in this respect are unchanged since 1891 for the pro-
vince : taking the natural population only, the proportions rise to 955, 952 and
1,030 respectively. When we turn to locality, we find that it is only in the Surma
Valley that the Muhammadan proportion of females exceeds that of H indus, both in
actual and natural population; in the Hills the majority of the local people are
Animists or Hindus not far removed from Animism and so we find a preponderance
of females amongst Hindus in the natural population. In all three natural divisions
women are most numerous among Animists and ave in excess amongst them in natural
as well as actual population, except in the Brahmaputra Valley, where the influence
of Hinduism has exactly the same effect as Animism on the so-called Hindus of the

Hills.

Subsidiary Table IV- gives the proportions of females for selected castes native
to the province, but those for Brahmans, Baidyas, Kayasthas, Goalas, Tantis and Telis
are probably affected by immigration and may be left out of account. Excluding
Khasis, Kukis and Lushais, which reprodnce the Animistic excess of females. we find
that the only purely native caste in which the males are in a minority is the Manipur
Kshattriya, which is not very different from Animist tribes in cuctoms concerning
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females. The castes have been divided into three groups based on the rules of social
precedence which were preseribed in the last Census Report. I do not think that we
can draw any exact inferences from the figures as they stand: the proportion of
females is only 903 and 909 amongst the Sutradhars and the Chasi Kaibarttas against
922 amongst the Malos and 963 amongst the Baruis of the Surma Valley, while in the
Brahmaputra Valley it is only 921 amongst the Kalitas in comparison with 960
amongst the Koches and 976 amongst the Nadials. Perhaps on the whole we may
conclude that generally there is a tendency for females to be more numerous in the
lower castes than in the higher and in the Brahmaputra Valley than in the rest of the
plains: but the statistics show exceptions, e.g., the proportions in the Bhuinmali,
Malo, Namasudra and Sutradhar—all inferior castes of the Surma Valley—are low,
“and so are those of the Ahoms and Chutias of the Brahmaputra Valley. The age sta-
tistics of castes are discussed in the following paragraph.
. 68. In Bubsidiary Tables IT, IIT and IV the statistics are given by age-periods.
o ey ORI s S il We have an apparent excess of females up to the age of
" b, but between 5 and 10 an excess of males, which is
further accentuated between 10—15; at the next two quinquennial periods females
are in excess, but are again in defect between 25 and 30. These features hold good for
the province, for each natural division, excluding the Hills in the last period, and, if we
except Animists in the same period and Hindus and Muhammadans in the H ills, where
their actual statistics are vitiated by immigration, for each main religion also in every
part of the province. The net result is that up to 30 years of age females are in
slight excess in the total population, in marked excess among Anvimists, almost on an
equality witk males among Muhammadans, and in considerable defect among Hindus :
the excess among Animists is reproduced in each natural division, there is a moderate
excess of Muhammadan females in the Surma Valley, while the defect among Hindus
is more marked in the Brahmaputra Valley, where immigration has an important
éffect. After 30 we find an excess of males in the total population, which is true for
each natural division and for each religion in the provin~e, but there is a moderate
excass of females in the Animists of the Hills: it is only in the period of 60 and over
that the proportion of females is high, but it is greater than that of males only among
Hindus and Animists, of whom the former show excesses of females in the Sarma
Valley and the Hills and the latter in the Hills only.

The caste statisties reproduce the above figures on the whole. It is only amongst
the Telis, Dhobas, Garos, Kumhars and Manipuri Kshattriyas that males are more
numerous in the first quinquennial period. Between 5 and 12 females are in excess
amongst the Baidyas, Goalas, Chasi Kaibarttas, Napits, Telis, Kumhars, Lushais and
Malos ; but they are in marked defect amongst the Bhuinmalis, Dhobas ard Rajbansis.
Between 12 and 15, the age of the young bride in the Surma Valley and amongst the
high castes of the Brahmaputra Valley, the proportion of girls is very low and is
above 900 only amongst the Tantis, Kacharis, Kukis and Mikirs of the castes which
agree with the majority in showing a defect of females, while males are in'a minority
only among the Garos, Khasis, Lushais, and Manipuri Kshattriyas. In the following
five years females are mostly in excess and are in a marked minority only amongst the
Chasi Kaibarttas, Kalitas and Kewats. Between 20 and 40 the latter caste shows a
lavge excess of females, but the proportion amongst Chasi Kaibarttas continues very
low : the general tendency is for the males to predominate, but they are in a minority
amongst the Kamars, Kewats, Koches, Tantis, Garos, Khasis, Kukis, Kumbhars,
Lushais, Manipuri Kshattriyas and Nadials: of the indigenous ecastes unaffected by
immigration males are in a large majority amongst the OChasi Kaibarttas, Ahoms,
Malos and Sutradhars. Over 40, women are in defect except among the Khasis, who
ghow an excess at every age period except 5—12, the Lushais, whose females are in a
majority at every period of life, and the Manipuri Kshattriyas, amongst whom there is
a slight deficiency of girls up to 12 years of age.

A reference to the statistics of marriage amongst Hindu castes, which are dis-
cussed in the following chapter, will show that the proportion of married givls aged
5—12 is exceptionally high amongst the Bhuimalis, Dhobas and Rajbansis—three
castes which show a marked defect of females at this age; in the five others castes
mentioned as containing a high proportion of such young wives, i.e., Patni, Teli,
Namasudra, Barui and Malo, we find a very marked deficiency of girls between 5 and
12 except in the Teli and Malo, which have excesses. I think that it is not an un-
reasonable inference to make from these figures that there is a tendency among Hindu
castes to congeal the real age of a girl appreaching the age of marriage. This would
explain the deficiency of females during the nuptial age periods : the tendency is quite
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natural and it is not surprising to find it intensified amongst Muhammadans and
appearing among Animists even in the Hills, thongh those who are free from Hindu
influences, such as the Garos, Khasis, Lushais, and the Manipuri Kshattrivas have no
prejudices on this point. If the cause were a tendency to conceal the existence of
temales, we shouald expect to find a deficiency of young women among Muhammadans,
but the figures for them in the Surma Valley, where we are relieved from the necessity
ogconsidering the effect of migration, show an excess of females up to 30 years
oI age. ; o '

69. In Subsidiary Tables V and VI are given (1) the actual number of births and
deaths reported in the plains for either sex in the last two
riognsus results and vitalsta-  decades and (2) the number of deaths by sex at different
' ages between 1905. and 1909. From what I bave said in
paragraph 64 of the last chapter it is clear that, though our vital statistios are very
inaccurate, they indicate broad facts, but it shonld nnt be forgotten that they apply to
the plains only: without therefore examining the figures in great detail, we can deduce
from them some general inferences. Firstly, we may assume that more males are born
than females, the proportion of the latter being 929 per miile of males between 1891
and 1900 and 934 in the last decade: these figures are a trifle helow the standard
accepted for Europe (948), so that we have apparently in Assam a greater number
of male births, but I would not place too much stress on the exact fignre and would
rest content with the broad fact. Sccondly, it appears that there are more deaths
amongst males than amongst females, but the mortality proportion of the latter per
mille of male deiths varied from 883 between 1801 and 1900 to 928 in the last decade,
when the proportion of females at birth was only 6 per mille of males more than
at death : it is not impossible that female mortality was not so fully reported before
1900 as in the last ten years, but we may assume a tendency to greater mortality
amongst males : this also agrees with European statistics, -

Looking to the age statistics in Subsidiary Table VI, we find a moderate excess of
female deaths between 1 and 5 and large excesses at the age periods 15—20 and
20—30 : these proportions, it will be noted, are repeated in every year. Here we are
faced with the double chance of inaccuracy, z.e., in the reported number of deaths
and in the reported ages, but again I should accept the salient figures as approxi-
mately correct in indicating greater mortality amongst females, at least in ‘the child-

bearing period.

The quostion now arises as to how we can reconcile the proportions given in the.
census fignres with those of the vital statisties. In every part of the province we have
found an excess of females up to 5, and, as the only objection raised by European critics
to our sex propertions is based on the supposed omission of females, an excess of the
latter is not in itself a matter of suspicion. This being so, it might follow that the
excess of males at birth is changed to a defect at an earlier period than in Europe, where
females do not begin to predominate before the age of fifteen : the cause of the change
in proportions is duec to the relatively greater mortality amongst males at the earlier
vears of life, which is an established fact in every country. Itis more probable,
howaver, that the cause of the apparent excess of females up to 5 years of age is the
deliberate misstatement of the ages of girls who have not yet reached the age of
marriage. Special enquiries were made as to whether female children are as well
cared for as males: in the Brahmaputra Valley and the Hills, where the custom of
bride price is common, a girl is in many ways more desirable than a boy; but there
is no doubt that amongst Hindus a girl is always looked on more or less as an alien
to-the family, because on marriage she leaves the clan and so is called parerjan or
belonging to a stranger. There is a proverb which says that a daungtey’s son holds
an nmbrella over the funeral pyre of his materaal grand-parents, but a son’s son lives
through eternity, z.e., the duty of a daughter’s son ends with the death of the grand-
parents, but the duty of a son’s son lasts for ever. There is no question of there being
any traces of infanticide now, but there is an undoubted tendency among people in
the plains to be less caveful of female infants than of males: the desire for male
children, which is common in every couatry, isintensified among Hindus by their
religious obligations and among Munhammadans by their religious belief. "We can then
infer from this fact and from the cxcess of male births that the predominance of
females up to 5 disclosed by the census figures is not correct ; indeed it is not
improbabls that the excess of female deaths between 1.and 5 shown by the vital
statistios more nearly represents facts, because there is no special reason why the
age of the dead should be deliberately concealed. '
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Once we get beyond the marriageable age the tendency is to exaggerate the age
of the bride : we have excesses of females in the age periods 15—20 and 20—25 and
apparently a much greater mortality amongst women between 15 and 30. Here again
I should be inclined to infer that the ages given in the death statistics are probably
nearer the truth, and the obvious inference is that child bearing in immature wives,
who are handicapped by the climate of the plains, leads to a high death-rate.

70. The conclusions arrived at above are that there is a tendency to be less careful

Causes of the proportions, 0L female infants than of males and that there is a high
" mortality of females in the child-bearing perind. The
latter may be due to premature sexual intercourse, unskilful midwifery, abortion, e.g.,
in the case of pregnant widows, wrong treatment of women at puberty, during the
menstrnal periods and after child-birth, the hard life of widows where theirgre-marriage
is forbidden, and the hard labour which women of the lower classes are compelled to
perform. It is argued however by certain German critics that, important as these
factors are, they are not sufficient to account for the defect of females and they point
to (i) the probability of the omission of females from the census owing to the
reticence of certain classes regarding their womenfolk, (ii) the fact that in India
there has been at each successive enumeration up to 1901 a rise in the proportion of
females, (iii) the low proportion of females at certain ages when omissions would a
priori be expected, and (iv) the fact that vital statistics show a greater mortality
amongst males. :

With regard to (i) there is less reason in Assam than anywhere else to expect the
omission of females, who even in the plains, except among the higher classes of Hindus
and Muhammadans, freely go out and, among the lower Hindu castes in the Surma
Valley and among all except the highest in the upper Brahmaputra Valley, help their
husbands in transplanting the paddy and in the latfer area in reaping also : we have
also found an excess of young women up to 80 in the Surma Valley among Muhammad-,
ans, who would be the most likely to conceal their females. In the Hills there is
an entire absence of purdak of any kind. I think, therefore, that we can safely
neglect this pessibility. Objection (ii) falls to the ground at the present census, as far
as Assam is concerned, for there is a decline in the proportion of females both in the
actual and natural population and in each main religion since 1901. It was argued
in paragraph 110 of the last Census Report that there is probability in the theory
that women are better able than men to survive periods of unhealthiness and that
the rise in the proportion of females then disclosed was due to the insanitary conditions
of the previous decade : the same theory was put forward in paragraph 201 of the last
India Census Report, where it was claimed that women can withstand the effects of
famine better than men. The fact that the last decade has been healthy and that
there has been a concomitant decline in the proportion of women seems to add weight
to the arguments put forward on behalf of this theory. We have already considered
objection (iii) above, where the inaccuracy of the age returns was referred to, and we
found also an excessive mortality at the ages in question : Subsidiary Table II shows
successive increases since 1891 in the proportions of females at the age periods #—10
and 10 —15, in spite of the general decline within the last ten years; the critics
assume that the improvement up to 1901 was due to the gradual disappearance of
the concealment of females, but the increase in the period 10—15 combined with a
decrease between 15 and 20, cannot be attributed to this cause, and all that can be
inferred is that there is a tendency towards greater accuracy in the age statisties,
which is particularly noticeable in the period 10-15 amongst Hindus. Finally, with
regard to objection (iv) we find that the vital statistios of the decade 1891—1900 show
a slightly smaller proportion of female births and a very large deficiency in the pro-
portion of female deaths in comparison with the figures of the last decade. This
rise in female mortaity exactly fits in with the theory mentioned above regarding the
resisting power of women in seasons of calamity and seems to confirm it. The
general results of the vital statistics for the last twenty years are that the excess of the
proportion of female births over female deaths per mille male occurrences had declined
from 46 to 6 in the last deecade, which points to a decrease in the proportion of females
and this is exactly what we find. 8o that, allowing for certain inaccuracies in the
return of ages at the census, we must conclude that the vital statistics, in spite of
their want of precision, agree generally with the variations disclosed in the census

figures.

On the whole, then, we may conclude that the census statisties of sex proportions
are correct. Women are in defect in the plains and there is not much doubt as to the
reality of the canses, which have been detailed above. The very low proportion of

/
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females in the natural population of Sibsagar, which, though it shows a small increase
since 1901, is still most remarkable, was attributed in the last Census Report more
especially to the injurious effects on women of stooping in the muddy paddy fields
during the work of transplanting in July and August. This explanation covered the
district of Lakhimpur also, but it was not particularly necessary in that district nor is
it now, because the proportion of females there is not much lower than in Sylhet and
in 1901 was actually greater for natural population. I think that it will not be
disputed that many more women work in the paddy fields during the rains in Sibsagar
than in Lakhimpur, where a high proportion of the working-women are employed in
tea gardens, and I am inclined to accept Mr. Allen’s theory asbeing applicable
to Bibsagar maiuly,

There remains the curious fact that females are in a majority in the Hills gene-
rally. Perhaps the most obvious explanation of this is that the hill tribes are not
burdened with the custom of early marriage or an unfavourable climate. The officers
in charge of Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Lushai Hills were specially requested to
report any local causes which would account for the excess of females: the former .
considered that the interiperate habits of the men may have had some effect in shorten-
ing their lives, and the latter thought that it was due to excessive mortality amongst
males up to 20, which he inferred from such vital occurrences as were reported. It
will: be noted that in every part of the Hills, except in Naga Hills for actual and
natural population and in Lushai Hills for actual population only, the proportion of
women has declined since the last census. In Khasi and Jaintia Hills this may be
due to a return to healthy conditions, but I can only attribute the decline in the
other districts to variations in the proportions of the sexes at birth.

71. The last point brings us to a consideration of the causes influencing sex.
These are exceedingly obscure, but that there are varia-
tions in sex proportions at birth is undoubted, e.g., in Scot-
land the proportion of female infants rose from 945 to 955 between 1870 and 1900
and fell in Ireland from 951 to 944 in the same period. One of the most recent
theories is that of Ewart published in Nature of the 5th January 1911, according to
which it would appear that there is a tendency in women over 28 to produce boys
and in those below that age to producegirls. The theory is based on the statistics
of a small area and tends to show that the variations are due to an attempt on the
part of nature to equalise the numbers of the sexes. Where women are in a-majority
there is no need for haste on the part of the men to marry and consequently they
will not take a partaer before thirty: they are then more likely to mate with
women a few years younger than tt emselves and the result is an excess of male
births. When women are in a minority, a man must get a young wife or be left
without one and hence more girls are born. In paragraph 82 of the next chapter
dealing with birth customs will be found a few Indian ideas on the subject.

Causatlon of sex.



66 CHAP. VI.—SEX.

SUBSIDIARY TABLE I
General proportions of the sexes by natural dirisions and Aiséricts.

Number of fomales to 1,000 males.

Districts and natural 1911, 1901. | 1891. [ 1881,
ivisions. )
Actual Natural Actnal Natural Actnal Natural Actual Natural

populasion. | population. | populaton. | population. | population. | population. | population. | population.

1 2 3 ‘ 4 5 6 7 l 8 9
ASSAM .. 940 963 049 | 066 942 969 953 966
BRABEMAPUTRA VALLEY 913 952 924 963 923 957 931 954
QGoalpara aee 883 955 904 953 912 73 047 969
Kamrap 968 964 1,012 978 976 966 947 962
Darrang ee 900 47 916 976 o7 953 919 943
Nowgong 95 299 964 1,016 936 957 936 944
Siban.gm- - 892 915 886 9% 902 93) 903 932
Lakhimpur 833 944 . 863 945 863 935 867 956
SURMA VALLRY - 943 948 947 941 948 962 057 965
Cachar . 910 959 866 972 898 974 880 979
Syihet ... 949 946 965 937 957 961 969 963
HiLLs 1.0% 1,040 1,037 1,061 1,019 | 1,080 1,022 1,049
Garo _Hill 956 973 974 993 986 1,075 958 979
Klll]nﬁll and  Jaintia 1,054 1,097 1,080 1,113 1,092 1,119 1,104 1,129

8.

Nngg Hills 1,002 997 082 983 1,035 982 973 999
M““P}“‘ ! . 1,029 1,023 1,087 1,054 959 761 1,018 889

Lushai Hills 1,120 |, 1,159 1,113 1,189 h 911 1,005 e

N.B.—The figures given for mataral population in 1871 and 1881 exclude the emigrants to ether provinces: and those given
for 1901 include extra-provinoial emigrants to Bengal only.

\
SUBSIDIARY TABLE II.
Number of females per 1,000 males as different age periods by religions at each of the last three

censuses,
All religions, Hindus. Musalmans. Animists.
Age.
1891, 1901, 1911. 1891. 1901. 1911. 1891, 1901, 1011, 1891. 1901, 1911,
1 2 8 4 5 [ 7 8 9 10 n 12 13
0-1 .. 1,022 1,016 1,004 1,021 1,005 1,005 1,018 1,023 080 1,032 1,038 1,027
1-8 P 1,050 1,089 1,042 1,056 1,032 1,019 1,038 1,043 1,060 1,051 1,051 1,077
2-3 os "o 1,065 1,062 1,061 1,058 1,060 1,038 1,081 1,047 1,070 1,057 1,087 1,056
34 1,064 1,082 1,087 1,069 1,063 1,078 1,074 1,078 1,067 1,040 1,042 1,088
45 " 1,083 1,030 1,028 1,033 1,032 1,018 1,025 1,019 1,025 1,044 1,040 1,044
Total 05 P 1,046 1,041 1,089 1,046 | . 1,037 1,036 1,048 1,040 1,040 1,045 1,052 1,047
510 .. 978 Y78 083 081 977 982 087 7 988 952 069 081
1015 .. 801 811 817 778 709 822 7 763 740 9356 943 938
15-3 .. oo 1,074 1,13 1,072 903 1,040 1,010 1,155 1,184 1,117 1,241 1,264 1,210
2025 .. o 1,155 1,222 1.174l 1,086 1,171 1,105 1,26 1,250 1,249 1,323 1,807 1,323
25-30 ... s 990 986 004 968 969 064 71 935 956 1,124 1,173 1,136
Total 0—80 e 806 1,008 1,002 0i2 989 483 1,004 1,001 900 1,064 1,087 1,072
— e | s e | R ] -
80 -40 ... P 822 806 817 519 782 804 70 759 761 920 71 958
€060 ... e 795 802 769 784 783 747 761 766 736 887 013 8386
50—60 ... 826 872 836 820 867 836 837 847 812 837 027 872
69 and over pe 1,012 1,008 074 1,028 1,046 1,002 1,000 8y5 800 890 1,057 1,007
Tota! 30 and over ... 839 836 24 884 822 814 810 91 778 907 958 930
Total all ages (actual 943 049 940 923 929 022 043 036 030 1,009 1,042 1,022
population),
Total sll ages (natural 969 966 063 1 t 0955 + t 952 + o 1,030
population) .*

*N.B.—The figures given for nataral population, total in 1891 wnd by religions in 1011, exclude cmigrants to other provinces, and those given for
1001 include extra-provincial ¢migrants to Bengal only,
¥ Tigures not available,
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE III.
Number of females per 1,000 males at different age persod by religion and natural division (census of

1911).
Brahmaput ra Valley. Surma Vailey. Hills,
Age. & g & g d -
£ B i : i
d - o k] = . -
3 =] = = & ] = =
ey e e R R G s - e B
“ = = < < 2} = < =1 & = <
1 3 3 4 5 (] 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
0~1 o w | 1,018 1,007 1,008 1,042 997 1,010 987 1,020 998 261 900 1,018
Lot P 1,028 1,016 1,050 1,053 1,053 1,036 1,063 1,503 1,065 1,001 1,017 1,007
2—3 1,052 1,048 1,069 1,059 1,078 1,088 1,071 1,143 1,044 1,018 1,087 1,051
84 i)l 1,075 1,071 1,090 1,081 1,079 1,100 1,064 1,057 1,012 1,041 944 1,003
4—5 o | 1,028 1,007 1,016 1,048 1,018 1,005 1,027 1,045 1,088 1,021 1,027 1,042
Total 0—5 1,038 | 1,088 1,046 1,057 1,048 1,047 1,039 1,001 1,029 1,009 984 1,036
5220 A = 968 960 955 08 | 1,008 904 | 1,019 | 998 o8y | 1000 | 1,004
1015 ... 827 827 781 907 760 785 730 808 963 975 £89 964
15—20 we | 21,008 966 1,017 1,103 1,107 1,068 1,143 1,283 1,155 1,041 944 1,220
—25 .. 1,158 1,112 1,181 1,306 1,209 1,133 1,289 1,463 1,174 900 na3 1,332
%580 ... 982 074 014 1,095 987 965 1,010 1,098 1,0:0 865 667 1,177
Total 0—30 .. | 987 078 960 1,052 1,003 095 1,010 1,005 1,048 970 684 1,088
30—40 ... 87 787 690 868 809 832 83 | o1 860 802 589 | 1,08
4050 . 707 708/ 633 760 776 x4 768 683 953 876 603 901
50—60 774 779 778 765 867 903 824 969 964 989 715 959
60 and over 960 975 927 939 o044 1,006 881 078 1,076 1,162 897 1,044
Total 80 and over .. 779 781 714 | 828 825 849 | 797 855 976 901 637 1,013
Total all ages popula- 913 907 878 | 976 943 941 945 1,007 1,023 948 805 1,061
tion (actual).;
Total all ages® (na- 082 o5l |t o7 985 948 949 953 1,071 1,040 1,615 915 1,061
taral population).
® N. B.—See note to Bubsidiary Table LT regarding figures given for natural population,
SUBSIDIARY TABLE 1V.
Number of females per1,0)0 males for certain selected castes and tribes.
Number of females per 1,000 males. g
Caste or tribe.
All ages. 0—5. 5—12. 12—15. 15—20, 20—40. | 40 and over.
1 2 3 4 | 6 7 8
GROUP 1,
Brahman 821 1,010 905 740 908 741 762
GROUP 1L
Baidya 840 1,066 1,002 547 1,000 783 671
arui A 963 1,047 939 802 1,121 988 £83
Goala 792 1,050 1,002 ) 679 1,002 749 " 604
Kaibartta Chasi (Mahishya) 909 1,076 1,01 636 870 87, 871
Kalita S 921 1,024 957 724 804 960 855
Kamar at . 982 1,013 918 857 1,289 1,050 76)
Kayastha P % 862 1,061 978 686 979 77 800
Kewat 961 1,015 973 737 849 1,040 902
Koch 4 960 1,027 956 733 964 1,013 899
Napit ! 937 1,093 1,007 699 1,032 982 866
Rajbansi 946 1,070 889 851 1,105 955 861
Sudra e 958 1, 58 095 €05 a51 923 937
Tanti N 1,015 1182 a70 024 1,085 1,140 673
Teli 950 975 1,009 723 1,158 931 903
GROUP III.
Ahom oy 937 1,054 960 887 1,093 880 845
Bhuinmali 921 1,080 838 748 1,075 939 87
Chutia - e 940 1,021 987 813 1,046 912 863
Dhoba 945 740 887 747 1,265 918 910
Garo ... 989 049 903 1,044 1,428 1,117 740
Jugi ... e 964 1,032 937 740 1,055 gg 941
Kachari - 958" 1,043 2 939 1,254 J 844
Khasi 1,117 1,065 991 1,089 1,255 1,191 1,12
Kuki . o 1,0% 1,006 9.3 939 1,1%4 1,142 935
Kumhar > - 978 981 1,001 619 1,004 1,015 3
Lushai = me 1,213 1,124 1,143 1,001 1,274 1,°82 1,24) °
Malo : 922 1,176 1,058 656 944 834 833
Mavipuri (Kshattriya) ... 1,008 497 970 1,002 1,019 1,027 1,031
Mikir - 959 1,041 9% 942 1,100 996 818
Nadial e Ny o 976 1,074 994 626 1,064 1,022 848
Namasudra &5 . 931 1,089 907 757 1,087 910 83)
Patni . 954 1,068 974 |' 795 1,162 929 803
Sutradhay 903 1,000 928 766 1,062 894 815

N. B.—The figures for Brahmans, Baidyas, Kayasthas, Goalas, Tantis and Telis are probably affected by immigr.tion. ;
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V.
Aetual number of births and deaths reported for each sex during the decades 18911900 and -

1901—1910.
Number of births. Number of deaths. oF ‘; B 5 | &
= o
m
Bx . | Bx | Bx |4 |4
e81 | e3l | 8k |12 |3
-~ -~
Yeor. g% | 8% | §%3 |34|34
£ §§ 28 | Bzs °€
Male. {Female.| Total. | Male. | Female. | Total. 285 | 88~ 28° | T8 =%
= < A= |t=e|%e
g-: g8 g A Y
® o © o Ik @ @
Swi | g8 | &od £3 |58
- 5O Haj 8s B s
Pt Bew a | i Z’:
1 2 3 4|5\6l7|8|9|10‘11|1=
1891 .. ol o | ess2r| 143518 | 7esse | w707 | 150,156 | — 5,894 | — 8,742 | — 6,603 | 921 | 890
1892 . | soos1 | 7a058 | 155,900 | 90,308 | 81,386 | 171784 | — 5,993 | — 9,012 | —15,875 | 926 | 900
1898 ... o | sovn | ieae | 151300 | e1667| w041 | 152,081 | — 6453 | —11,258 | — 690 | 918 | 862
1894 ... | sroms| w0 | 156158 | su7es| 72,303 | 154091 | — 5,905 | — 9,485 | + 2,062 | 926 | 884
1895 L socaa | ma0s7| 1ss.6s1| s99s1| 79,878 | 169,304 | — 5,657 | ~10,558 | —13,673 | 930 | 883
1896 ... | sne0| susse| 169,172 97130 | 85,287 | 182,417 | — 6,068 | ~11,843 | —18,245 | 931 | 878
897 - o lesoos | sz | 1es617| 132,774 | 121319 | 254,008 | — 6393 | —11,455 | —90,476 | 925 | 914
1898 ... L veero | 120 | 14msee | onew | sa08) | 181,527 | — 5451 | —13,867 | 38,638 | 920 | 868
1899 | 9185 | ses02| 19007 | sad00 | 72,135 | 156,505 | — 5,203 | —12,8%5 | +22,432 | 943 | 834
190 ... | 95000 | 89427 | 184,427 | 5725 | 75006 | 161,631 | — 5,578 | — 9,810 | +22,796 | 941 | 885

]
Total 1801—1900 ... | 832,742 | 774,027 1,606,764 | 920,769 | 812,910 1,788,679 | —58,720 | —107,859 [ —126,915 | 929 | 883

1901 .. .. | 93,078 | 86,211 | 179,289 77,503 60,436 | 146,939 | — 6,867 | — 8,067 | +32,350 | 926 | 896
1902 .. . | 93,146 | 87,329 | 180,475 80,008 72,072 | 153,070 | — 5,817 | — 7,126 | (+27,405 | 938 | 911
1903 .. .. | 96,877 | 90,792 | 187,669 72,613 67,456 140,069 | — 6,085 | — 5,157 | +47,600 | 937 | 929
1904 .. . | 96,761 | 90,778 | 187,539 70,507 65,885 1 186,392 | — 5,983 | — 4,622 | +51,147 | 938 | 934
1905 ... e | 99,584 | 93,087 | 192,671 77,235 72,765 | 150,000 | — 6,497 | — 4,470 | +42,671 | 935 | 942
1906 .. . | 95,236 | 88,864 | 184,100 83,122 78,421 | 161,543 | — 6,372 | — 4,701 | +22,557 | 933 | 43
1907 .. .. | 96,993 | 91,786 | 188,779 70,366 64,658 | - 185,024 | — 5,207 | — 5,708 | +53,755 | 946 | 919
1908 . . | 105,128 | 97,611 | 202,739 96,051 89,840 | 185891 [ — 7,517 | — 6,211 | +16,848 | 928 ) 935
1909 we | 97,470 | 90,112 | 187,582 90,618 83,159 | 173,777 | — 7,358 |;— 7,459 | +13,805 | 925| 918
1910 o o | 99,591 | 98,111 | 192,702 92,986 88,331 | 181,317 | — 6,480 | — 4,655 | +11,885 | 935 | 950

Total 19011910, | 973,864 | 909,681 1,883,545 | 811,099 752,923 | 1,564,022 | —64,183 | —58,176 +819,523 | 934 | 928
Assam.
Brahmaputra Valley 474,708 | 444,511 | 919,219 422,019 | 391,186 | 813,205 | —30,197 ~30,833 | +106,014 | 936 | 927
Burma Valley o | 499,156 | 465,170 | 964,326 889,080 | 361,737 750,817 | —83,086 | —27,843 | +213,509 | 932 930
SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI, S
Number of deaths of each sex at diferent ages.
1905. 1908. 1007, 1908. 1900, Total,
Average number
Age. of female
deaths per 1,000
male deaths.
Males | Females, | Males. | Fomales, | Males. Females. | Males: | Females. | Malos, | Females. | Males. | Females,
1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 9 10 LR 12 13 14
0—1 we | 18,805 16,746 | 18,471 16,390 | 16,728 15,168 | 20,098 18,926 | 19,600 17,823 | 94,207 85,048
G T " 11,5468 11,602 | 12,881 12,808 | 10, 169 10,636 | 14,414 16,819 | 18,797 14,400 | 62,787 04,524 1,033
B5—10... 6,027 4818 | 7, b,977| 5,129 4,141 | 7,981 6,670 | 7,513 5,061 | 85,/76 27,667 816
10—15 pe 8,760 3,066 4,303 3 8,151 2,481 | 4,662 3,301 | 4,870 8,164 ¥ 15,400 761
16—20 3,386 898 3,766 5,842 2,798 8,77v 8,788 b.oAT 3,712 4,884 | 17,450 24,281 1,388
20—50 « 7794 | 11,088 | 8,210 11,960 | 6,461 8,860 | 9,162 12,090 | 7,910 11,360 | 89,517 | 56,186 1,429
30—40 8,378 7,060 | 9,179 8,119 | 17,867 6,644 ( 10,657 9,736 9,677 8,401 A 30,860 871
40—50 " 5,882 3,906 4,766 6,315 4,196 8,78 6, 8,070 5,626 : 24,589
’ 4,981 8 812| 5,727 % 6,346 8,065 | 7,350 5,262 | 7,209 5,128 | 30,673 22,680 786
€0 and over - 6,986 5,080 | 6,610 5,273 6,422 b, 8,316 6,274 | 8,670 6,348 | 37,004 28,668 713
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CHAPIER VIIL

CIVIL CONDITION.

™9 The main statistics concerning civil condition are contained in Imperial Table
VII and X1V, the former combining it with age and religion
and the latter with age and caste. There are five subsidiary
tables at the end of this chapter, which will be referred to Lelow in their appropriate
places. Several peculiarities of the statistics connected with marriage in India occur
at once to persons acquainted only with European customs. These are the universality
of marriage, the prevalence of early marriage, particularly amongst females, and the
large proportion of widows.

At first sight it would seem that in Assam thers is nothing very specially note-
worthy, at least as far as males are concerned ; Subsidiary Table I shows that 55 per
cent. of the males are unmarried, while in England in 1901 the number of bachelors
was only 6 per cent. greater. But the percentage of spinsters is only 42 per cent. in
Assam against 59 per cent. in England, and when we go further and examine the age
statistics, we see that in Assam most of the unmarried males are under 20 and most of
the spinsters are under15. A glance at the figures in Subsidiary Table III for all
religions will show that 60 per cent. of the males between 15 and 40 are married and
that only 3 per cent. of those over 40 are unmarried : amongst females 27 per cent. of
those aged 10—15 and 80 per cent. of those between 15 and 40 are married and less than
1 per cent. of those over 40 remain single. In Prussia in 1900 there were no males
and only 4 females per mille married under 20, while 47 1per cent, of the men and 37

¢ cent. of the women between 20 and 40 were still single. Perhaps the most striking
?:ature of the statisticsis the large number of widows: Subsidiary Table I shows that
out of 1,000 women in Assam 162 are widows, while in England at the 1901 census
there were only 74 widows per mille. 'These peculiarities of marriage statistics are
not so pronounced in Assam as they are in other provinces of India : for example, in
BengaPin 1901 only 48 per cent, of the males and 82 per cent. of the females were
unmarried, and the proportion of widows per mille of females was 199. The main
reason for this lies in the fact that the marriage customs in vogue in the Brahmaputra
Valley and the Hills are somewhat different from what may be regarded as those
typical of India. -

Subsidiary Table IT shows that in the Surma Valley the number of unmarried
females per mille is 57 less than the proportion in the Brahmaputra Valley and 88
less than that of the Hills, and that while the number of married women is not very
much higher than in the other two divisions, the proportion of widows is considerably
greater and is 30 per mille above the provincial figure. The statistics of religions for
the province show that the Buddhists are the most married and show the smallest propor-
tion of widows and the largest of widowers, but they form only a small community and
cannot be taken as typical. The greatest number of widows, 188 per mille, is found
amongst Hindus, who are followed in order by Mubammadans, Animists and Christians.
There are more married women amongst Muhammadans than in any other of the main
religions and the number of spinsters is highest in the Christian community, though
the Animists are not far behind. The large extent of widowhood amongst Hindus is
due partly to the tender age of the brides and partly to the prohibition of widow
marriage ; but, as will be explained below, these customs do not prevail in Assam as
much as they do in other parts of India. The preponderance of married women
amongst Muhammadans arises from the fact that, like Hindus, their girls are married
young, but their widows are not prevented from accepting a second partner in life,
‘Animists and Christians are similar to Muhammadans in that they have no objection
to a wife who is not a virgin, but they are differentiated by postponing the marriage of
their womanfolk until they have reached the period of adolescence.

73, Subsidiary Table III shows that in 10,000 Hindus of either sex 5 males

and 43 females below ten yearsof age are married and

e 9 females are widowed. It has always been a question how

for the statistics for this age period represent facts and special efforts were made during
compilation to ensure that all doubtful cases should be investigated locally by the
district authorities : the proportion of married and widowed during the early years of
life shows since 1901 a small but satisfactory decrease, which is not imp robably

General,
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altogether due to more accurate returns. At the next age period, 10—15, the number
of married females is over ten times that of the males: at 15—40 female superiority
still holds good, but from 40 upwards married men are nearly three times as numerous
as married women. In Subsidiary Tables II and IV, which show statistios by religions
and locality, Goalpara district has been shown separately from the rest of the Brahma-
putra Valley in order that the conditions of the greator part of the latter area might
not be obscured. It will be noted that the conditions in Goalpara approximate to
those prevailing in the Surma Valley. Out of every 1,000 Hindu females aged 5-10
$he number who are married is 48 in the Surma Valley and 51 in Goalpara against
only 11 in the rest of the Brahmaputra Valley. Similar results are obtained in the
age period 10—15, both for married and widowed females, the latter being fewer in

roportion at every age in the Brahmaputra Valley. The figures given in Subsidiary
E’able IV showing the number of females per 1,000 males at. different ages in each
civil eondition are equally striking. The statistics prove that the Surma Valley and
Goalpara are more like Bengal in the marriage customs of their Hindu inhabitants
than the rost of Assam. Indeed in the central and upper Brahmaputra Valley the
only Hindu castes which are orthodox in the matters of child marriage and the prohi-
bition of widow marriaga are the Brahmans and Grahabipras. Subsidiary Table V
gives the figures for certain selected ocastes, which are distinguished by locality. I am
not sure that very much reliance ean be placed on the fow returns showing married
girls under 5 ; they come mainly from inferior castes, amongst whom there is a
noticeable tendenoy to be more orthodox than the Brahmans themselves, as will be
geen immediately. The age period 5—12 shows remarkable results: the castes with

hizh numbers of married girls are inferior and belong to the Surma Valley, with one
exception : the first are the Bhuimalis with 209 per mille, and they are followed in
order by the Patnis, Telis, Dhobas, Namasudras, Rajbansis of Goalpara, Baruis and
Malos : the Brahmans of the province, who appear next in the list, have only 122 per
mille, the Kayasthas only 67, and the Baidyas as few as 34. The. highest proportion
amongst castes peculiar to the Brahmaputra Valley is found amongst the Kalitas, but
it is only 29: the Kewats, Koohes, Mikirs, Kacharis, Chutias, Ahoms and Nadials
follow in the order given: among the latter two_castes there are only 4 girls married
between 5 and 12 years. of age. Bimilar results are obtained by an examination
of the statisties of the age period 12—20 : it will be noticed that here the highest pro-
portion of widows is amongst the Malos, a fishing oaste of Sylhet. It would appear
reasonable to infer from these figures that in the Surma Valley and Goalpara the castes
which hold an inferior status in Hindu society are more anxious to marry their girls
in infancy than the higher castes, while in the Brahmaputra Valley the indigenous
castes are as yet fairly free from the prejudice against adult marriage of women. The
age of the bridegroom follows the same course, with a few curious exceptions. The
Goalas of the province, the Tantis of the upper Brahmaputra Valley, who are foreigners,
and the Malos of Sylhet contain the highest proportion of married males aged 5—12, but
I would not place much stress on the statistics of this geriod. Between 12 and 20
the Goalas have the greatest proportion of bridegrooms, but they are closely followed
by the Animistic Kacharis and Chutias of the Brahmaputra Valley, and then follow
the Kamars, Tantis, Brahmans and Mikirs. Apart from the high statistical position
of the Animists, the castes indigenous to the Brahmaputra Valley marry their sons after
20. T am ata loss to explain why the Kachari, Chutia and Mikir boys should
take wives at such an early age : it may be due to greater freedom of intercourse with
the other sex and the need for making some permanent arrangement as soon as there
are signs of conception.

w4 Up.to the age of 10 the proportion of Muhammadan girls married

is much less than that found, amongst Hindus, but.be-

tween 10 and 15 there are more girl wives amongst the

former. It is not until we get beyond 40 years of age that we find the married males

in excess among Muhammadans. The number of widowers is low at every age and

the proportion of widows does not approach that amongst Hindus until after 40, when

presumably the chances of a fresh marriage are not favourable to women who have

already been married and have now. to compete with younger rivals. There is
nothing very special in the variations by locality : if anything, Mubammadan women

seem to marry younger in the Brahmaputra Valley and the proportion of widows is

somewhat lower than in the Surma Valley. 1 do not think that it would be safe to

draw any conclusions {rom the small apparent variations in the statistics since 1881 ;

the present results are probably nearer accuracy. The statistics bring out clearly the
essentia difference between Hindus and Muhammadans that follows from the prohi-
bition of widow remarriage among the former.

Muhammadans.
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?5. The statistics of Animist males are not very dissimilar from those of Muham-
madans, except that there is a higher proportion of
widowers amongst the former, The striking features are
concerned with the women. Below ten years of age there are only 10 married and
1 widowed female per mille against 33 and 2, respectively, among Muhammadans and
43 and 2 amongst Hindus. Between 10 and 156 the proportion of married girls is
about a third of that for all religions for the province and the proportion of widows
bears the same ratio to those of the other two religions. Animists have the highest
number of married women over 40, and consequently the lowest number of widows.
It would appear from Subsidiary Table IV that the Animists of all ages in the
Brahmaputra Valley have a lower proportion of widows than those in the Hills, but
the influence of their Hindu neighbours on the former is shown by the excess of
married girls and widows between 10 and 15. I am again inclined to attribute the
small variations disclosed in Subsidiary Table IV to greater accuracy at the present
census. \

%6. The theories which have been put forward to explain the origin of child
marriage were discussed in the last Census Report, in
paragraph 120 of which it was stated that local opinion
agreed with Mr. O’Donnell’s view that the practice of child marriage. was established
to prevent early loss of virginity and the danger that grown-up girls might refuse to
accept a husband of proper caste and rank. Local enquiries instituted regarding the
present average ages of marriage for females among different castes point to the
conclusion that in the Surma Valley infant marriage is an established custom amongst
every class of the people. In Goalpara the Rajbansis, who form the main Hindu
caste, are said to marry their daughters when they reach 11 or 12 years of age. In
the other districts of the Brahmaputra Valley Brahmans and Grahabipras practise
infant marriage, but the Kalitas, the highest indigenous caste, do not give their
daughters in marrige before the age of 11 or 12 ; the age for Kewats is about 14, for
Koches 15, while other castes keep their danghters until they are 16 or 18 years old,
which is the average age of marriage amongst Animistic tribes. These results are
confirmed by the statistics of caste which have been given above.  One would be
inclined to infer that in Assam the existence of the practice of child marriage is due
to imitation and that it is a part of the general tendency of castes to raise themselves
by adopting the customs of their superiors. Certain practices, such as adult. marriage
and the purchase of brides, are viewed with disfavour by the higher castes of orthodox
Hindus,  The Grahabipras of the Brahmaputra Valley are said to have given up the
latter custom since 1908, and the tendency amongst the Kalitas, Keots and Xoches
is to follow their example. In the Surma Valley the Jogis are taking the same course
and the Muhammadans are coming into line with their co-religionists elsewhere : the
reports show that even among the lower castes, such as Patnis and Namasudras, there
is a tendency to minimise the prevalence of the custom, and in both valleys the bride
price is often declared to bé in the nature of an aid to the bride’s family to bear the
marriage expenses. There would appear, then, to be little doubt that in the gradual
abolition of the bride price we have an example of deliberate imitation, and it would
seem that the most obvious explanation of the practice of child marriage, so far as it
exists in Assam, is that it has arisen from the same cause, But plausible as this theory
is, it does not meet with general acceptance when applied to other parts of India, and
it was shown in the last Bengal Census Keport that marriage in that province was
largely a matter of locality, though depending to a certain extent on its cost. The
enquiries made tend to show that the cost of the marriage ceremony has very little
connection in Assam with the bride’s age, because the money spent varies with the
means of the parties and hence tends to be larger amongst the higher castes, who are
generally more well-to-do. It has been suggested that infant marriage owes its
origin o low castes, who on their conversion to Hinduism introduced it in order to
put a stop to the premarital intercourse which is common amongst aboriginal tribes,
but T do not think that this theory could claim support from our statistics. On
the contrary we find that in the Brahmaputra Valley, where there are more Hindus
not far removed from Animism than elsewhere, the marriage age of girls is high,
but in the Surma Valley and in Goalpara on the Bengal border it is low, and the only
conclusion that seems to be borne out by the figures is that referred to above, vis.,
deliberate imitation.

w%. The most obvious method of discovering the extent to which polygamy is preva-
lent is to compare the number of married males with the
nuraber of married females. There are however two factors

Animists,

Child marriage.

Polygamy and polyandry.
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which cannot be neglected in this matter ; there may be a tendency to show as widowed
not alone widows who have married again, but also women who live with men without
having gone through a formal ceremony : secondly, the statistics may be vitiated b
migration. Every effort was made to eliminate the former danger during botﬁ
enumeration and compilation, and the fact that there are decreases since 1901 in the
number of unmarried females over 20, e.¢., in Nowgong, Lakhimpur, Darrang and
Garo Hills, would tend to show that the present figares are somewhat nearer the
truth. The only way to avoid the second difficulty is to confine ourselves to large
areas. In the province as a whole it is only amongst Muhammadans, Animists and
Christians that there are more married women than men, the proportion per mille of
males being 1,014, 1,029 and 1,017, respectively. It is clear that polygamy does not
prevail to any extent, but it must be allowed that the statistics are obscured by the
immigrant population. Polyandry does not exist now in Assam, but it may be
inferred that it prevailed amongst the Khasis and Garos, who still trace their descent
and inherit property through the female.

78. The system of Kulinism which is peculiar to Bengal does not exist in any
part of Assam, but in Sylhet the practice of hypergamy

Hypergamy. based on social status is found among the higher castes,
Hypergamy is 3 term invented in India to express the

custom of marrying a wife of a superior social grade : it does not imply that the
latter is of a superior caste, but only that the superiority is a social one within the
caste. In Sylhet an educated mau can always and a wealthy man can generally
obtain a wife of higher social position than his own : high social position there implies
a family which in bygone days held important posts unler Mubammadan rule or
distinguished itself by learning or the acquisition of property. In Sylhet also wealthy
Dases and Shahas succeed at times in marrying their sons and daughters to Vaidyas |
and Kayasthas, though the latter are generally of indifferent status in their own raste,
and Vaidyas and Kayasthas freely intermarry, though such a practice would be
reprehensible in Bengal. This is a step beyond the usual hypergamy and postulates
a freedom in caste matters which is not often found and which will be discussed later
on in the chapter on caste. '

79. It may be stated as a general fact that amongst the higher castes the gofra and
Exoghimy Aand protibited ~ the prohibited degrees of relationship form the exogamous
degrees. circle : amongst the lower castes there is a good deal of
laxity with regard to the gotra, which is practically non-existent, although in imita-
tion of the higher castes some of them profess to have gofras. Amongst the
Brahmans the gotras are generally eponymous : each is supposed to consist of tbe
descendants of one or other of the great Vedic Saints or Rishis. When gofras with
similar names are found amongst other castes, the descent is claimed not from the
saint, but from members of the caste who were- included amongst his disciples. In
Assam the only castes which can be said to have such exogamous sections are the
Brahmans, Vaidyas and Kayasthas in the Surma Valley and Brahmans and Graha-
bipras or Acharjis in the Brahmaputra Valley : so that, excluding these castes, it may
be said that marriage is forbidden only within the prohibited degrees of relationship,
‘When a woman of any of these castes marries, she enters the exogamous group of her
husband. The custom which exists in some places of taking a bride from a village
other than that of the bridegroom does not exist in Assam. The general rule
with regard to the degrees within which marriage is forbidden prohibits marriage
amongst Brahmans, Vaidyas and Kayasthas within seven generations on the father’s
side and five generations on the side of the mother ; but this rule is not strictly enforced
amongst the lower castes. The custom of cousin marriage does not exist amongst
Hindus, but is permissible amongst Muhammadans, Amongst the Garos one daughter
of the family must marry the son of her father’s sister or, in the absence of such a
cousin, a man of her father’s motherkin.

I have not been able to discover any trace of totemistic exogamous clans in the
proper sense of the word in Assam, 7.e., though such sections may have the names of
animals or natural objects, there does not appear to be any reverence for the supyosed
ancestor. A possible exception is the Jyrwa Nongsiet clan in the west of the Khasi
Hills, which believes that its ancestress sprang from a bamboo plant and in deference
to this belief refuses to eat the small green shoots of the bamboe which are common
food amongst the neighbouring clans. The following interesting account of the
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exngamors sections of the Sema Nagas is given by Mr. J. Needham, late Subdivisional
Officer of Mokokchang :—

The Sema tribe is subdivided into seventesn exogamous divisions which are enumerated below :—

1. Simi. 9. Katenimi. ]
2. Chuunimi. ‘ - 10. Kibalimi.
3. Aomi. : 11. Kinimi.
I 4. Ayemi. , 12. Khakhulimi,
5. Achumi. 18. Shohemi. .
6. Yeputhomi. 14. Tsukemi.
7. Chisholimi. 15, Zemomi.
8. Chishilimi. 16. Chophemi.

17. Watsami.

The Semas say they originally were born on Tukahu Hill which overlooks Kohima station, and
then gradually spread north tothe villags they now occapy. This hill is known to the Angamis as’
‘Pulebadzu, Pule’s sitting place. ‘

Nikhoga was the first man and he had six sons. Of these six sons, h> could only find a wife for
the eldest, During the latter’s absence from home the other five brothers us: to carry on ntrigues
with his wife. Seeing this, Nikhoga, in orler to avoid trouble, called his sons together and said they
must all go theit own way and form their own clans. Ou the appointed day he killed a pig, a dog and
a goat anl cooked a quantityof rice and had a feast. Bach son was asked his choice and according to
their cnoice or any particular trait in their character their clans were named. Theeldest of course
remained with his father and his clan took on the tribal name “Simi.” Another chose the dog’s head,

" saying as the dog eats everything, so will he and his clan. These are known as “ Chunimi,”” which
translated literally corresponds to **the eaters of everything.” One chose the pig’s head and his clan
are called “Aomi” (from ao=a piz). ~Before the feast, while the brothers were carrying in firewood,
one of them made a great noise while carrying his loal and his clan are called “ Ayemi " (from aye=
a noise). Another was the first to eat rice at the feast and his clan are called “ Achumi’’ (from ana=
rice, chu=to eat). The last one was a very taciturn fellow who would not. join the others, but stood
silently looking on. His elan were accordingly called “ Yeputhomi” (from ye=a clan, tholo=very
deep, silent).

These five brothers then migrated north with their respective followers, and one of them, a man
called Khogamo, grew very prosperous and his village became very large. He had three sons and
calling them told them to form new clans, each taking a number of followers. Chisho was the eldest
and he formed the Chisholimi clan. The second son was a thief and was chntinually being thumped on
the mouth, evidently because the proceeds of the thefts found their way to this member of his body.
His clan are called Chishilimi (from chishi=to thump on the mouth). Kate wasthe name of the
youngest and his clan were called “ Katenimi” after him. To this day we have the villages of
Chisholimi and Katenimi,

Kibalimi i an offshoot from Simi. It seems the founder of the ¢lan was very fond of roaming
about the streams (aziba=a pond or poo!). Kinimi is an offshoot £rom Aomi and is named affer its
founder Kinishe. Khakhulimi is an offshoot from Achumi and is merely named after its founder
Khakhu, Shohemi is an offshoot from Chisholimi: the founder was a very inquisitive fellow and had
a way of always raising his head when looking at anything (shohe=to. raise). Tsukemi is an
offshoot from Chishilimi : the founder was a very mischievous fellow who was always being caught hold
of and scolded (tsuke=to catch hold). There wasa woman named Pithili who gave birth to an
illegitimate child. She could not name the father. This boy grew up a strong man and became
wealthy, He founded the Zemomi clan, Zemomi means literally ““by the blood of an unknown ”
(from aze=blood, mo=not, unknown, mi=child).

I have not been able to trace from which clans the Chophemi and Watsami are offshoote.
The man who founded the Chophemi clan was one day found in a pond with only his head and neck
out of water ard his clan are called Chophemi (from ehophe=to project). - The founder of the Watsam
clan one day left some finely pounded rice in a basket, He had intended brewing liquor with it, He
went away to attend to some other work and coming back found a pig eating it. fie tried to snateh
the basket away and the pig bit him on the hand. The word is derived from ao=a pig, tsa=to bite.
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