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Everything was is in Kuznets 1953 ! 
S. Kuznets, Shares of Upper Income Groups in Income and Saving, NBER 1953 
= Kuznets uses 1913-1948 U.S. tax return tabulations to construct top income shares series

Except that...

(1) Kuznets could not see that the fall in top shares stopped after the war: we have 50 more years!

(2) Kuznets wasn’t able to decompose very top shares and top shares, i.e. top capital income and top wage income: we have detailled top shares and composition series for all sub-fractiles!

(3) Kuznets had only the US: we now have many countries!

Three goals:
(1) What kind of raw data are we using?

(2) What kind of results do we get?

Examples drawn from:

T. Piketty, Les hauts revenus en France au XXe siècle, Paris : Grasset 2001

T. Piketty, « Income Inequality in France, 1901-1998 », Journal of Political Economy 2003

T. Piketty and E. Saez, « Income Inequality in the United States, 1913-1998 », Quarterly Journal of Economics 2003
(3) New frontiers: outside the OECD and/or outside the 20th century

Examples drawn from:

A. Banerjee and T. Piketty, « Top Indian Incomes, 1956-2000 », mimeo MIT and Paris-Jourdan, 2003

T. Piketty, G. Postel-Vinay and J.L. Rosenthal, « Wealth Concentration in a Developping Economy: Paris and France, 1807-1994 », mimeo Paris-Jourdan and UCLA, 2003

